Florida Senate - 2000 CS for CS for SB 406

By the Committees on Commerce and Econonic CPPortunltles
Conpr ehensi ve Pl annin Local and Mlitar A airs

sggﬁtors Hargrett, Lafvala, Hol zendorf, | ders, Laurent and
310-1957-00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to conmunity devel opnent;
3 creating the Cormunity and Faith-based
4 Organi zations initiative within the Institute
5 on Urban Policy and Conmerce at Florida
6 Agricultural and Mechani cal University;
7 providing for the initiative to pronote
8 communi ty devel opnent through partnerships with
9 communi ty and faith-based organi zati ons;
10 speci fying the activities to be conducted by
11 the initiative; providing for financial
12 assi stance to conmmunity and faith-based
13 organi zations; requiring the devel opnent of
14 grant-selection criteria; requiring |leveraging
15 of funds; creating the Cormunity and Library
16 Technol ogy Access Partnership; specifying the
17 activities to be conducted by the partnership;
18 requiring the Institute on Urban Policy and
19 Commerce at Florida Agricultural and Mechanica
20 University to adm nister the initiative and the
21 Division of Library and Information Services of
22 the Departnent of State to admi nister the
23 Community and Li brary Technol ogy Access
24 Part nershi p; authorizing certain activities and
25 uses of funds; providing appropriations;
26 creating a community conputer-access grant
27 program to be known as the Community
28 Hi gh- Technol ogy | nvest nent Partnership, or
29 "CHI P," program providing |legislative intent;
30 provi di ng purposes of the program providing
31 for grants to be awarded to eligible
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nei ghborhood facilities; providing for the

Di vision of Libraries and Information Services
of the Departnment of State to adm nister the
grant program providing requirenents for grant
applications; prescribing the maxi num anount of
a grant; requiring a grant agreenent between
the division and the recipient facility;
providing for establishing nininum

speci fications of conputers purchased under the
program providing for an evaluation and a
report; providing an appropriation; providing
an effective date.

WHEREAS, many comunity and faith-based organizations
are providing a new focus on economic uplift in Florida's poor
and nost vul nerabl e nei ghbor hoods, and

WHEREAS, these nonprofit organizations have | oca
experts who serve in |leadership roles by assisting individuals
to nove from dependency to self-sufficiency and restoring the
|ives of residents in Florida's npst distressed communities,
and

WHEREAS, crinme, drug addiction, teenage pregnancy,
honel essness, and juvenil e delinquency, the npbst notable
i ndicators of a distressed conmunity, are being addressed by
smal |, and sonetinmes unrecogni zed, conmmunity and faith-based
organi zati ons, and

WHEREAS, the | eadership and expertise of these
organi zati ons should not be ignored, and

WHEREAS, a recogni zed effort to enpower conmunity and
faith-based organi zati ons, encourage community revitalization
and i npl enent educational reformw || assist those who reside
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in inner cities and distressed rural conmunities to gain their
share of the state's resources, and

VHEREAS, residents of |ow incone communities |ack
access to technology, the internet, and conputer |iteracy
needed to succeed in Florida's energing i nformati on based
econony, and

WHEREAS, Florida public libraries eligible for e-rate
di scounts have the capacity to partner effectively with
community and faith-based organi zati ons and agencies to
provi de technol ogy access and training to assist in closing
the digital divide, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Conmunity and Faith-based Organi zations

Initiative; Comunity and Li brary Technol ogy Access

Par t ner shi p. - -
(1) CREATION.--There is created the Comunity and
Fai t h- based Organi zations lnitiative which shall be

adm ni stered by the Institute on Uban Policy and Conmerce at

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University and the

Community and Li brary Technol ogy Access Partnershi p which

shal|l be administered by the Division of Library and

I nformation Services of the Departnent of State.
(2) INTENT. --The purpose of the initiative is to
pronmote conmunity devel opnent in | owincone conmrunities

t hrough partnerships with not-for-profit community and

faith-based organi zati ons. The purpose of the partnership is

to encourage public libraries eligible for e-rate discounted

t el ecomuni cations services to partner with comunity and

faith-based organi zations to provide technol ogy access and
3
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training to assist other state efforts to close the digita
di vi de.

(3) AUTHORI ZED ACTIVITIES. - -

(a) Authorized activities of the initiative.--The

Institute on Uban Policy and Cormerce at Florida Agricultural

and Mechani cal University may conduct the following activities

as part of the Comunity and Faith-based Organizations

Initiative:
1. Create and operate training prograns to enhance the

professional skills of individuals in community and

faith-based organi zati ons.

2. Create and operate a programto select and pl ace

students and recent graduates from busi ness and rel ated

prof essi onal schools as interns with comunity and faith-based

organi zations for a period not to exceed 1 year, and provide

sti pends for such interns.

3. Oganize an annual conference for comunity and

faith-based organi zations to discuss and share information on

best practices regarding issues relevant to the creation

operation, and sustainability of these organizations.

4, Provide funding for the devel opnment of nmmterials

for courses on topics in the area of community devel opnent,

and for research on econonic, operational, and policy issues

relating to conmunity devel opnent.

5. Provide financial assistance to comunity and

faith-based organi zations through small grants for

partnerships with universities and the operation of prograns

to build strong communities and future community devel opnent

| eaders. The Institute on Urban Policy and Cormerce at Florida

Agricultural and Mechanical University shall devel op sel ection
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criteria for awardi ng such grants which are based on the goals

of the initiative.

The institute, to the nmaxi nrum extent possible, shall |everage

state funding for the initiative with any federal funding that

the institute nmay receive to support sinilar community-based

activities.
(b) Authorized activities of the partnership.--The

Division of Library and Information Services of the Departnent

of State may conduct the following activities as part of the

Community and Li brary Technol ogy Access Partnershi p:

1. Provide funding for e-rate eligible public

libraries to provide technol ogy access and training to

communi ty and faith-based organi zati ons. Fundi ng provi ded

under this subparagraph must be for eligible public libraries

in distressed conmunities in the state. The di vi si on shal

consult with the Institute on Uban Policy and Conmerce to

identify such communities and to develop criteria to be used

in evaluating funding proposals. The division shall coordinate

with the institute to ensure that, to the nmaxi num ext ent

possible, the division and the institute |everage their

resources under the prograns authorized by this section in

order to focus efforts on addressing the nost distressed

communities in the state. The division shall include a

representative of the institute on a review teamto eval uate

fundi ng proposal s under this subparagraph

2. Provi de a net hod of assessnment and out cone

neasurenent for e-rate eligible public libraries to assess

progress in closing the digital divide and in training for

i ndividuals to succeed in the energing i nfornmati on econony.
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(4) FUNDING --There is appropriated fromthe Genera
Revenue Fund in fiscal year 2000-2001 the anpbunt of $2.5

mllion to the Institute on Uban Policy and Commerce at

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University to adm nister

the Cormmunity and Faith-based Organizations Initiative. There

is appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund in fiscal year
2000- 2001 the amount of $0.5 million to the Division of
Li brary and Infornmation Services to provide Conmunity and

Li brary Technol ogy Access Partnership grants to e-rate

eligible public libraries. Funding shall not be used for

religious or sectarian purposes.

Section 2. Community conputer access grant program --

(1) The Legislature finds that there is a grow ng

digital divide in the state, manifested in the fact that nany

youths fromdistressed urban communiti es do not possess the

degree and ease of access to conputers and infornmation

t echnol ogi es which youths in other communities in the state

possess. This disparity in access to rapidly changi ng and

commercially significant technol ogi es has a negative i npact on

t he educational, workforce devel opnent, and enpl oynent

conpetitiveness of these needy youths, and thereby inpedes the

econom ¢ devel opnent of the distressed urban conmunities in

whi ch these youths reside. Although many public libraries

of fer users access to conputers and are increasingly nmaking

library materials available to the public through electronic

neans, many youths fromdi stressed urban communities do not

live near a library that has such technol ogy and do not have

conputers to access Internet-based virtual |ibraries.

Nei ghbor hood organi zati ons, such as churches, are nore likely,

however, to be located in closer proxinity to the hones of

t hese youths than are educational institutions or libraries,
6
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and these youths are nore likely to gain the desirable

conputer access at church-rel ated or other nei ghborhood

facilities than at other institutions. The Legislature

therefore finds that a public purpose is served in enhancing

the ability of youths fromthese communities to have access to

conputers and the Internet within the nei ghborhoods in which

t hey reside.

(2) Subject to legislative appropriation, the Division

of Library and Infornmation Services of the Departnent of

State, in consultation with the State Technol ogy Ofice and

the state's Chief Information O ficer, shall establish a

Communi ty H gh-Technol ogy | nvestnent Partnership (CH P)

programto assist distressed urban conmunities in securing

conputers for access by youths between the ages of 5 years and

18 years who reside in these conmunities.

(3)(a) Under this program neighborhood faciliti es,

t hrough their governing bodies, nay apply to the division for

grants to purchase conputers that will be available for use by

eligible youths who reside in the inmmediate vicinity of the

nei ghborhood facility. For purposes of this program eligible

nei ghborhood facilities include, but are not limted to,

facilities operated by:

1. Units of local governnent, including schoo

districts;
2. Not-for-profit, faith-based organi zations,

i ncl udi ng nei ghbor hood churches;

3. Not-for-profit civic associations or honeowners

associ ati ons; and

4., Not-for-profit organi zations, the nissions of which

i nclude inproving conditions for residents of distressed urban

comuni ti es.
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(b) Notwithstanding the eligibility of the
organi zations identified in paragraph (a), the division shal

give priority consideration for funding under this programto

applications subnitted by nei ghborhood churches or by

nei ghbor hood- based, not-for-profit organi zati ons that have as

a principal part of their nissions the inprovenent of

conditions for residents of the sane nei ghborhoods in which

the organi zations are | ocated. The division also shall give

priority consideration to organi zations that denpnstrate that

t hey have not been awarded comunity enhancenent or simlar

community support grants fromstate or |ocal governnent on a

regular basis in the past. The division shall devel op wei ghted

criteria to be used in evaluating applications from such

churches or organi zations. Fundi ng under this section shal

not be used for religious or sectarian purposes.

(4) The division shall devel op guidelines governing

the administration of this programand shall establish

criteria to be used in evaluating an application for funding.

At a mninmum the division nust find that:

(a) The neighborhood that is to be served by the grant

suffers from general econonic distress;

(b) Eligible youths who reside in the vicinity of the

nei ghborhood facility have difficulty obtai ning access to a

library or schools that have sufficient conputers; and

(c) The neighborhood facility has devel oped a detail ed

pl an, as required under subsection (5), for

1. Providing youths who reside in the vicinity of the

facility with access to any conputer purchased with grant

funds, including evening and weekend access when libraries and

school s are cl osed; and
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2. Pronoting the naxi num partici pati on of nei ghborhood

youths in use of any conputers purchased with grant funds.

(5) As part of an application for funding, the

nei ghborhood facility nust submit a plan that denpnstrates:

(a) The manner in which eligible youths who reside in

the inmediate vicinity of the facility will be provided with

access to any conputer purchased with grant funds, including

access during hours when libraries and schools are cl osed;

(b) The existence of safeguards to ensure that any

conputer purchased with grant funds is reserved for the

educati onal use of eligible youths who reside in the i medi ate

vicinity of the facility and is not used to support the

busi ness operations of the nei ghborhood facility or its

gover ni ng body; and

(c) The existence, in the neighborhood facility, of

tel ecommuni cations infrastructure necessary to guarantee

access to the Internet through any conputer purchased with

grant funds.

(6) The maxi num anpbunt of a grant which may be awarded

to any single neighborhood facility under this programis

$2, 500.

(7) Before the division may allocate funds for a grant

under this program the division and the eligible neighborhood

facility nust execute a grant agreenent that governs the terns

and conditions of the grant.

(8) The division, based upon guidance fromthe State

Technol ogy Ofice and the state's Chief Information Oficer,

shal | establish nininumrequirenents governing the

speci fications and capabilities of any conputers purchased

wi th funds awarded under this grant program
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(9) Before the 2002 Regul ar Session of the
Legi sl ature, the division shall evaluate the outcones of this

program and report the results of the evaluation to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives. At a mininum the eval uation nust

assess the extent to which the program has i nproved access to

conputers for youths who reside in distressed urban

communities. As part of this report, the division shal

identify any inpedinents to the effective inplenentation and

utilization of the program and shall nmmke reconmrendations on

net hods to elimnate any such inpedinents. In addition, the

di vi sion shall make recommendati ons as to whether it would be

sound public policy to continue the program whether the

program shoul d be expanded to address additional target

popul ations, including, but not linmted to, youths in

di stressed rural conmmnities and adults in distressed urban or

rural conmunities; and whether the |ist of nei ghborhood

facilities eligible to participate in the program should be

revised or whether priority consideration for funding should

be revised to enphasize a particular type of nei ghborhood

facility. The report required under this subsection nust be
subm tted by January 1, 2002.
Section 3. The sum of $500,000 is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Division of Library and

Information Services of the Departnent of State for the

pur pose of carrying out the provisions of this act creating

the Community Hi gh-Technol ogy | nvestnent Partnership during
t he 2000-2001 fiscal year
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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