CS for CS for CS for SB 406 First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to conmunity devel opnent;

3 creating the Cormunity and Faith-based

4 Organi zations initiative within the Institute

5 on Urban Policy and Conmerce at Florida

6 Agricultural and Mechani cal University;

7 providing for the initiative to pronote

8 communi ty devel opnent through partnerships with

9 communi ty and faith-based organi zati ons;
10 specifying the activities to be conducted by
11 the initiative; providing for financial
12 assi stance to conmmunity and faith-based
13 organi zations; requiring the devel opnent of
14 grant-selection criteria; requiring |leveraging
15 of funds; creating the Community and Library
16 Technol ogy Access Partnership; specifying the
17 activities to be conducted by the partnership;
18 requiring the Institute on Urban Policy and
19 Commerce at Florida Agricultural and Mechanica
20 University to adm nister the initiative and the
21 Division of Library and Information Services of
22 the Departnent of State to adm nister the
23 Community and Li brary Technol ogy Access
24 Part nershi p; authorizing certain activities and
25 uses of funds; prescribing eligibility of
26 organi zations for funding or assistance;
27 requiring review and eval uation; providing
28 appropriations; creating a comunity
29 conmput er-access grant program to be known as
30 the Comunity Hi gh- Technol ogy | nvest nent
31 Partnership, or "CH P," program providing
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1 pur poses of the program providing for program
2 admi ni stration pursuant to a perfornmance-based
3 contract; providing for performance neasures;
4 providing for grants to be awarded to eligible
5 nei ghborhood facilities; providing requirenents
6 for grant applications; prescribing the maxi mum
7 anount of a grant; requiring a grant agreenent
8 between the institute and the recipient
9 facility; providing for establishing mninmm
10 speci fications of conputers purchased under the
11 program providing for an evaluation and a
12 report; authorizing the institute to
13 subcontract for specified assistance services;
14 creating an inner city redevel opnent assi stance
15 grants program providing duties of the Ofice
16 of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent;
17 prescribing eligibility requirenents for
18 grants; providing expected outcones from
19 grants; creating the Inner City Redevel opnent
20 Revi ew Panel and providing its nenbership and
21 duties; providing legislative findings;
22 anmending s. 14.2015, F.S.; directing the Ofice
23 of Urban Opportunity to give priority to
24 projects receiving certain federal grants;
25 anmending s. 163. 2523, F. S.; providing
26 allocation criteria for the Uban Infill and
27 Redevel opnment Grant Program anendi ng s.
28 420.5087, F.S.; providing allocation criteria
29 for the State Apartnent Incentive Loan Program
30 anmending s. 420.5089, F.S.; providing
31 allocation criteria for the HOVE I nvest nent
2
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Part nership Program anending s. 420.5093,
F.S.; giving priority to certain projects in
the State Housing Tax Credit Program anending
s. 420.5099, F.S.; giving priority to certain
projects in the allocation of |owincone
housing tax credits; requiring that applicants
for assistance in state housing, econonic
devel opnent, and comunity revitalization
prograns who support the objectives of

r edevel opi ng HOPE VI grant nei ghbor hoods be
given priority; providing application
requirements; requiring the Departnment of
Community Affairs to subnit to the Legislature
an annual summary of certain HOPE VI assistance
provi ded; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the U. S. Departnent of Housing and Urban
Devel opnent awards grants under the Revitalization of Severely
Di stressed Public Housing (HOPE VI) programto redevel op
di stressed public housing sites, and

WHEREAS, these HOPE VI grants intend to create new
housi ng units and broader housing opportunities for famlies
who are eligible for public housing assistance, and

WHEREAS, ol der, distressed, or substandard public
housing sites can create a blighting influence on the
surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods, and

WHEREAS, the redevel opnent of these public housing
sites creates unique opportunities to disperse the |ocation of
publicly owned or assisted housing and its | owincone
resi dents, and

3
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WHEREAS, such redevel opnent offers an opportunity to
spur the redevel opnent of the surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that the state should
encour age the broader redevel opnent of nei ghborhoods
surroundi ng HOPE VI sites by working in partnership with the
public housing authority, the unit of |ocal governnent, and
the residents of the public housing and surroundi ng
nei ghbor hoods, and

WHEREAS, many comunity and faith-based organizations
are providing a new focus on economic uplift in Florida's poor
and nost vul nerabl e nei ghbor hoods, and

WHEREAS, these nonprofit organizations have | oca
experts who serve in |leadership roles by assisting individuals
to nove from dependency to self-sufficiency and restoring the
|ives of residents in Florida's npst distressed communities,
and

WHEREAS, crinme, drug addiction, teenage pregnancy,
honel essness, and juvenil e delinquency, the npbst notable
i ndicators of a distressed conmunity, are being addressed by
smal |, and sonetinmes unrecogni zed, conmmunity and faith-based
organi zati ons, and

WHEREAS, the | eadership and expertise of these
organi zations should not be ignored, and

WHEREAS, a recogni zed effort to enpower conmunity and
faith-based organi zations, encourage community revitalization
and i npl enent educational reformw Il help those who reside in
inner cities and distressed rural communities to gain their
share of the state's resources, and

VHEREAS, residents of |ow incone comunities |ack
access to technology, the internet, and conputer |iteracy

4
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needed to succeed in Florida's energing information-based
econony, and

WHEREAS, Florida public libraries eligible for e-rate
di scounts have the capacity to partner effectively with
communi ty and faith-based organi zati ons and agencies to
provi de technol ogy access and training to assist in closing
the digital divide, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 14.2015, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

14.2015 O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
Devel opnent; creation; powers and duties.--

(9)(a) The Ofice of Uban Opportunity is created
within the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom ¢ Devel opnent.
The director of the Ofice of Uban Cpportunity shall be
appoi nted by and serve at the pleasure of the Governor

(b) The purpose of the Ofice of Uban Qpportunity
shall be to adm nister the Front Porch Florida initiative, a
conpr ehensi ve, comunity-based urban core redevel opnent
programthat will enpower urban core residents to craft
solutions to the unique chall enges of each designated
communi ty.

(c) The selection criteria for designating Front Porch

Communi ties nust give priority consideration to communities

where there is an active grant award fromthe U S. Departnent

of Housing and Urban Devel opnent under the HOPE VI program and

there is:

5
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1 1. Docunented support by the unit of |ocal governnent
2| to redevel op the nei ghborhoods surroundi ng the HOPE VI
3| project.
4 2. A joint agreenent between the |ocal governnent and
5] the public housing authority receiving the HOPE VI grant
6 | regardi ng the redevel opnent of nei ghborhoods surroundi ng the
7 | HOPE VI project.
8 3. Aplan to pronote the redevel opnent of the HOPE VI
9 | nei ghborhoods; to disperse the |location of publicly assisted
10 | housi ng within the nei ghborhood and to pronpote m xed-incone
11 | nei ghborhoods; to pronpte hone ownership; and to involve the
12 | residents of the nei ghborhood in redevel opnent.
13 Section 2. Section 163.2523, Florida Statutes, is
14 | anended to read:
15 163. 2523 G ant program--An Urban Infill and
16 | Redevel opnent Assistance Grant Programis created for |oca
17 | governnents. A local governnent nmay all ocate grant noney to
18 | special districts, including conmunity redevel opnent agenci es,
19 | and nonprofit comrunity devel opnent organi zations to inplenent
20 | projects consistent with an adopted urban infill and
21 | redevel oprrent plan or plan enployed in lieu thereof. Thirty
22 | percent of the general revenue appropriated for this program
23| shall be available for planning grants to be used by |oca
24 | governnents for the devel opnent of an urban infill and
25 | redevel opnent plan, including community participation
26 | processes for the plan. Sixty percent of the general revenue
27 | appropriated for this programshall be available for
28 | fifty/fifty matching grants for inplenenting urban infill and
29 | redevel opnent projects that further the objectives set forth
30| in the local governnent's adopted urban infill and
31 | redevel opnent plan or plan enployed in |ieu thereof. The
6
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remai ning 10 percent of the revenue nust be used for outright
grants for inplenenting projects requiring an expenditure of
under $50, 000. Projects that provide enpl oynment opportunities
to clients of the WAGES program ande projects w thin urban
infill and redevel opnent areas that include a community
redevel opnent area, Florida Main Street program Front Porch
Fl orida Community, sustainable community, enterprise zone,
federal enterprise zone, enterprise conmunity, or nei ghborhood
i mprovenent district, and projects that include the recipient
of a HOPE VI grant fromthe U S. Departnent of Housing and

Ur ban Devel opnent nust be given an elevated priority in the

scoring of conpeting grant applications. The Division of
Housi ng and Comrunity Devel opnent of the Departnment of
Community Affairs shall adnminister the grant program The
Departnent of Comrunity Affairs shall adopt rules establishing
grant review criteria consistent with this section

Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (6) of section
420.5087, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

420.5087 State Apartnent Incentive Loan
Program --There is hereby created the State Apartnent
I ncentive Loan Program for the purpose of providing first,
second, or other subordi nated nortgage | oans or | oan
guarantees to sponsors, including for-profit, nonprofit, and
public entities, to provide housing affordable to
very-|l owi ncone persons.

(6) On all state apartnent incentive |oans, except
| oans nade to housing communities for the elderly to provide
for lifesafety, building preservation, health, sanitation, or
security-related repairs or inprovenents, the follow ng
provi sions shall apply:

7
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(c) The corporation shall provide by rule for the
establi shnent of a review conmittee conposed of the departnent
and corporation staff and shall establish by rule a scoring
system for evaluation and conpetitive ranking of applications
submitted in this program including, but not linmted to, the
following criteria:

1. Tenant incone and denographic targeting objectives
of the corporation.

2. Targeting objectives of the corporation which wll
ensure an equitable distribution of |oans between rural and
urban areas.

3. Sponsor's agreenent to reserve the units for
persons or families who have incones bel ow 50 percent of the
state or local nedian incone, whichever is higher, for a tine
period to exceed the mininmumrequired by federal |aw or the
provisions of this part.

4. Sponsor's agreenent to reserve nore than

a. Twenty percent of the units in the project for
persons or fanmilies who have incones that do not exceed 50
percent of the state or |ocal nedian incone, whichever is
hi gher; or

b. Forty percent of the units in the project for
persons or fanmilies who have incones that do not exceed 60
percent of the state or |ocal nedian incone, whichever is
hi gher, without requiring a greater anount of the | oans as
provided in this section.

5. Provision for tenant counseling.

6. Sponsor's agreenent to accept rental assistance
certificates or vouchers as paynent for rent; however, when
certificates or vouchers are accepted as paynent for rent on
units set aside pursuant to subsection (2), the benefit nust

8
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be divided between the corporation and the sponsor, as
provi ded by corporation rule.

7. Projects requiring the | east amount of a state
apartnent incentive |oan conpared to overall project cost.

8. Local governnent contributions and | ocal governnent
conpr ehensi ve planning and activities that pronote affordable
housi ng.

9. Project feasibility.

10. Econonic viability of the project.

11. Commitnent of first nortgage financing.

12. Sponsor's prior experience.

13. Sponsor's ability to proceed with construction

14. Projects that directly inplenent or assist
wel fare-to-work transitioning.

15. Projects receiving HOPE VI grants fromthe U. S.

Departnent of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent.

Section 4. Subsection (6) of section 420.5089, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

420.5089 HOME | nvestnent Partnership Program HOVE
fund. - -

(6) Applications for |oans under any conpetitive

scoring process established by programrul e nust be approved
by a review conmittee established by corporation rule which
shal | analyze factors, including, but not limted to, the
fol | owi ng:

(a) Denographic targeting objectives of the
cor porati on.

(b) Corporation portfolio diversification

(c) Developer's agreenent to make units for the
targeted group available for nore than the m ni num peri od
required by rule.

9
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(d) Leveragi ng of HOME funds.

(e) Local nmatching funds.

(f) The project's feasibility and | ong-term econonic
viability.

(g) Denonstrated capacity of the proposed project's
devel opnent team

(h) Conformance with the consolidated plan for the
state and area in which the proposed project will be |ocated.

(i) Projects receiving HOPE VI grants fromthe U. S.

Departnent of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent.

(j)t) O her factors determ ned and approved by the
corporation's board of directors.

Section 5. Subsection (3) of section 420.5093, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

420.5093 State Housing Tax Credit Program --

(3) The corporation shall adopt allocation procedures
that will ensure the nmaxi mumuse of available tax credits in
order to encourage devel opnent of |owincone housing and
associ ated m xed-use projects in urban areas, taking into
consideration the tineliness of the application, the |ocation
of the proposed project, the relative need in the area of
revitalization and | owincone housing and the availability of
such housing, the econonic feasibility of the project, and the
ability of the applicant to proceed to conpletion of the
project in the cal endar year for which the credit is sought.
The all ocation procedure nmust give priority to projects

receiving HOPE VI grants fromthe U S. Departnment of Housing

and Urban Devel opnent.
Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 420.5099, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

10
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420.5099 Allocation of the | owincone housing tax
credit. --

(2) The corporation shall adopt allocation procedures
that will ensure the nmaxi mumuse of available tax credits in
order to encourage devel opnent of |owincone housing in the
state, taking into consideration the tineliness of the
application, the location of the proposed housing project, the
relative need in the area for |owinconme housing and the
availability of such housing, the econonic feasibility of the
project, and the ability of the applicant to proceed to
conpl etion of the project in the cal endar year for which the
credit is sought. The allocation procedure nust give priority

to projects receiving HOPE VI grants fromthe U S. Departnent

of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent.

Section 7. Conmmunity and Faith-based Organi zations

Initiative; Comunity and Li brary Technol ogy Access

Par t ner shi p. - -
(1) CREATION.--There is created the Comunity and
Fai t h- based Organi zations lnitiative which shall be

admi ni stered by the Institute on Uban Policy and Cormerce at

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University and the

Community and Li brary Technol ogy Access Partnershi p which

shal|l be administered by the Division of Library and

I nformation Services of the Departnent of State.
(2) INTENT. --The purpose of the initiative is to
pronmote conmunity devel opnent in | owincone conmunities

t hrough partnerships with not-for-profit community and

faith-based organi zati ons. The purpose of the partnership is

to encourage public libraries eligible for e-rate discounted

t el ecomuni cations services to partner with comunity and

faith-based organi zations to provide technol ogy access and

11
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training to assist other state efforts to close the digita
di vi de.

(3) AUTHORI ZED ACTIVITIES. - -

(a) Authorized activities of the initiative.--The

Institute on Uban Policy and Cormerce at Florida Agricultural

and Mechani cal University may conduct the following activities

as part of the Comunity and Faith-based Organizations

Initiative:
1. Create and operate training prograns to enhance the

professional skills of individuals in community and

faith-based organi zati ons.

2. Create and operate a programto select and pl ace

students and recent graduates from busi ness and rel ated

prof essi onal schools as interns with comunity and faith-based

organi zations for a period not to exceed 1 year, and provide

sti pends for such interns.

3. Oganize an annual conference for comunity and

faith-based organi zations to discuss and share informati on on

best practices regarding issues relevant to the creation

operation, and sustainability of these organizations.

4, Provide funding for the devel opnent of nmmterials

for courses on topics in the area of community devel opnent,

and for research on econonic, operational, and policy issues

relating to conmmunity devel opnent.

5. Provide financial assistance to comunity and

faith-based organi zations through small grants for

partnerships with universities and the operation of prograns

to build strong communities and future community devel opnent

| eaders. The Institute on Urban Policy and Cormerce at Florida

Agricultural and Mechanical University shall devel op sel ection

12
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criteria for awardi ng such grants which are based on the goals

of the initiative.

The institute, to the nmaxi nrum extent possible, shall |everage

state funding for the initiative with any federal funding that

the institute nmay receive to support sinilar comunity-based

activities.
(b) Authorized activities of the partnership.--The

Division of Library and Information Services of the Departnent

of State may conduct the following activities as part of the

Community and Li brary Technol ogy Access Partnershi p:

1. Provide funding for e-rate eligible public

libraries to provide technol ogy access and training to

communi ty and faith-based organi zati ons. Fundi ng provi ded

under this subparagraph must be for eligible public libraries

in distressed conmunities in the state. The divi si on shal

consult with the Institute on Urban Policy and Conmerce to

identify such communities and to develop criteria to be used

in evaluating funding proposals. The division shall coordinate

with the institute to ensure that, to the nmaxi num ext ent

possible, the division and the institute |everage their

resources under the prograns authorized by this section in

order to focus efforts on addressing the nost distressed

communities in the state. The division shall include a

representative of the institute on a review teamto eval uate

fundi ng proposal s under this subparagraph

2. Provi de a net hod of assessnment and out cone

neasurenent for e-rate eligible public libraries to assess

progress in closing the digital divide and in training for

i ndividuals to succeed in the energing i nfornmati on econony.

13
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(4) ELIGBILITY.--A community or faith-based
organi zation receiving funding or other assistance under the

Communi ty and Faith-based Organi zations Initiative or the

Community Library Technol ogy Access Partnership nust be a

nonprofit organi zati on holding a current exenption from

federal taxation under s. 501(c)(3) or (4) of the Interna

Revenue Code. Fundi ng under this section shall not be used for

religious or sectarian purposes.
(5) REVI EW AND EVALUATI ON. - -
(a) By January 1, 2001, the Institute on Uban Policy

and Commerce and the Division of Library and Information

Services shall subnmt to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives brief

status reports on their respective inplenentation of the

activities authorized under this section. The institute and

the division may elect to collaborate on the subm ssion of a

conbi ned status report covering both prograns. At a nini num

the status reports or conbined report shall address:

1. The activities and acconplishnents to date;

2. Any inpedinents to the effective inplenentation or

utilization of each program and

3. The initial progress toward achi evenent of

neasur abl e program out cones.
(b) By January 1, 2002, the Institute on Uban Policy
and Commerce and the Division of Library and Information

Services shall subnmt to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives fina

reports on the activities authorized under this section. The

institute and the division nay elect to collaborate on the

subm ssion of a conbined final report covering both prograns.

In addition to updating the el enents addressed under paragraph

14
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1|(a), the reports or conbined report shall include
2 | recomendati ons on whether it would be sound public policy to
3| continue the prograns and recommendati ons on any changes
4 | designed to enhance the effectiveness of the prograns.
5 Section 8. Community conputer access grant program --
6 (1) The Legislature finds that there is a grow ng
7| digital divide in the state, manifested in the fact that nmany
8 | youths fromdistressed urban communiti es do not possess the
9 | degree and ease of access to conputers and i nfornmation
10 | technol ogi es which youths in other comunities in the state
11 | possess. This disparity in access to rapidly changi ng and
12 | conmercially significant technol ogi es has a negative inpact on
13 | the educational, workforce devel opnent, and enpl oynent
14 | conpetitiveness of these needy youths, and thereby inpedes the
15 | econoni c devel opnent of the distressed urban comunities in
16 | which these youths reside. Although many public libraries
17 | offer users access to conputers and are increasingly making
18 | library materials available to the public through electronic
19 | neans, many youths fromdi stressed urban comunities do not
20| live near a library that has such technol ogy and do not have
21| conputers to access Internet-based virtual |ibraries.
22 | Nei ghbor hood organi zati ons, such as churches, are nore liKkely,
23 | however, to be located in closer proximty to the hones of
24 | these youths than are educational institutions or libraries,
25| and these youths are nore likely to gain the desirable
26 | conputer access at church-rel ated or other nei ghborhood
27 | facilities than at other institutions. The Legislature
28 | therefore finds that a public purpose is served in enhanci ng
29 | the ability of youths fromthese conmunities to have access to
30| conputers and the Internet within the nei ghborhoods in which
31| they reside.

15
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(2) Subject to legislative appropriation, there is

created the Community High-Technol ogy | nvest nent Partnership

(CH P) programto assist distressed urban communities in

securing conputers for access by youths between the ages of 5

years and 18 years who reside in these communities. The

program shall be adnministered by the Institute on Urban Policy

and Commerce at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University

pursuant to a performance-based contract with the Division of

Library and Information Services of the Departnent of State.

The division shall devel op perfornmance neasures, standards,

and sanctions for the program Perfornance neasures nust

include, but are not limted to: the nunber of youth obtaining

access to conputers purchased under this program the nunber

of hours conputers are nade available to youth; and the nunber

of hours spent by youth on conputers purchased under this

program for educational purposes. The administrative costs for

admi ni stration of this program cannot exceed 10 percent of the

anount appropriated to the division for the program

(3)(a) Under this program neighborhood faciliti es,

t hrough their governing bodies, nay apply to the institute for

grants to purchase conputers that will be available for use by

eligible youths who reside in the inmediate vicinity of the

nei ghborhood facility. For purposes of this program eligible

nei ghborhood facilities include, but are not limted to,

facilities operated by:

1. Units of local governnent, including schoo

districts;
2. Nonprofit, faith-based organi zations, including

nei ghbor hood chur ches;

3. Nonprofit civic associations or homeowners

associ ati ons; and

16

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

CS for CS for CS for SB 406 First Engrossed

4. Nonprofit organi zations, the nissions of which

i nclude inproving conditions for residents of distressed urban

comuni ti es.

To be eligible for funding under this program a nonprofit

organi zation or association nust hold a current exenption from

federal taxation under s. 501(c)(3) or (4) of the Interna

Revenue Code.
(b) Notwithstanding the eligibility of the
organi zations identified in paragraph (a), the institute shal

give priority consideration for funding under this programto

applications subnitted by nei ghborhood churches or by

nei ghbor hood- based, nonprofit organi zati ons that have as a

principal part of their missions the inprovenent of conditions

for residents of the sanme nei ghborhoods in which the

organi zations are located. The institute also shall give

priority consideration to organi zations that denpnstrate that

t hey have not been awarded comunity enhancenent or simlar

communi ty support grants fromstate or |ocal governnent on a

regular basis in the past. The institute shall devel op

weighted criteria to be used in evaluating applications from

such churches or organi zati ons. Fundi ng under this section

shall not be used for religious or sectarian purposes.

(4) The institute shall devel op gui delines governing

the administration of this programand shall establish

criteria to be used in evaluating an application for funding.

At a mninmum the institute nust find that:

(a) The neighborhood that is to be served by the grant

suffers from general econonic distress;
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(b) Eligible youths who reside in the vicinity of the

nei ghborhood facility have difficulty obtai ning access to a

library or schools that have sufficient conputers; and

(c) The neighborhood facility has devel oped a detail ed

pl an, as required under subsection (5), for

1. Providing youths who reside in the vicinity of the

facility with access to any conputer purchased with grant

funds, including evening and weekend access when libraries and

school s are cl osed; and

2. Pronoting the naxi num participati on of nei ghborhood

youths in use of any conputers purchased with grant funds.

(5) As part of an application for funding, the

nei ghborhood facility nust submit a plan that denopnstrates:

(a) The manner in which eligible youths who reside in

the inmediate vicinity of the facility will be provided with

access to any conputer purchased with grant funds, including

access during hours when libraries and schools are cl osed;

(b) The existence of safeguards to ensure that any

conputer purchased with grant funds is reserved for the

educati onal use of eligible youths who reside in the i medi ate

vicinity of the facility and is not used to support the

busi ness operations of the neighborhood facility or its

gover ni ng body; and

(c) The existence, in the neighborhood facility, of

tel ecommuni cations infrastructure necessary to guarantee

access to the Internet through any conputer purchased with

grant funds.

(6) To the maxi mum extent possible, funding shall be

awarded under this programin a manner designed to ensure the

participation of distressed urban communities fromregions

t hroughout the state.
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(7) The maxi num anpbunt of a grant which may be awarded

to any single neighborhood facility under this programis

$25, 000.

(8) Before the institute may allocate funds for a

grant under this program the institute and the eligible

nei ghborhood facility nust execute a grant agreenent that

governs the ternms and conditions of the grant.

(9) The institute, based upon guidance fromthe State

Technol ogy Ofice and the state's Chief Information Oficer,

shal | establish nininumrequirenents governing the

speci fications and capabilities of any conputers purchased

wi th funds awarded under this grant program
(10) Before the 2002 Regul ar Session of the
Legislature, the institute shall evaluate the outcones of this

program and report the results of the evaluation to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives. At a mininum the eval uation nust

assess the extent to which the program has i nproved access to

conputers for youths who reside in distressed urban

communities. As part of this report, the institute shal

identify any inpedinents to the effective inplenentation and

utilization of the program and shall nmmke recomrendati ons on

net hods to elimnate any such inpedinents. In addition, the

institute shall nake recommendati ons as to whether it would be

sound public policy to continue the program whether the

program shoul d be expanded to address additional target

popul ations, including, but not linmted to, youths in

di stressed rural conmmnities and adults in distressed urban or

rural conmunities; and whether the |ist of nei ghborhood

facilities eligible to participate in the program should be

revised or whether priority consideration for funding should
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be revised to enphasize a particular type of nei ghborhood

facility. The report required under this subsection nust be
subm tted by January 1, 2002.
(11) The institute may subcontract with the

I nformati on Service Technol ogy Devel opnent Task Force for

assi stance in carrying out the provisions of this section,

including, but not linmted to, technical guidance, assistance

i n devel opi ng and eval uati ng program outcones, and preparation

or distribution of materials designed to educate the public

about community access centers and ot her rel evant resources.

Section 9. There is created an Inner City

Redevel opnent Assistance Grants Programto be adninistered by

the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opment. The

office shall develop criteria for awardi ng these grants which

gi ve wei ghted consideration to urban high-crine areas as

identified by the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent. These

criteria shall also be weighted to i medi ate creation of jobs

for residents in the targeted areas.

Section 10. Eligibility requirenents for grant

proposals are as foll ows:

(1) An eligible grant recipient nust serve within one

of the 13 urban high-crine job tax credit areas and be:

(a) A community-based organization

(b) A community devel opnent corporation

(c) A faith-based organi zati on;

(d) A nonprofit community devel opnent organi zation

(e) A nonprofit econom c devel opnent organi zation; or

(f) Another nonprofit organi zation serving the

nom nat ed ar ea.

(2) Each applicant nust submit a letter of support

fromthe | ocal governnent serving the targeted urban area.

20

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




CS for CS for CS for SB 406 First Engrossed

1 (3) Each applicant nust submit a proposal response

2| outlining the work plan proposed using the grant funding, as
3| well as proposed performance neasures and expected, neasurable
4 | outcones.

5 (4) Eligible uses of grant funding nust result in the
6| creation of job opportunities for residents of targeted areas.
7 (5) Applicants are urged to |l everage grant funds with
8 | other existing resources.

9 Section 11. |In order to enhance public participation
10| and invol venent in the redevel opnent of inner city areas,

11| there is created within the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

12 | Econoni c Devel opnent the Inner City Redevel opnment Revi ew

13 | Panel.

14 (1) The review panel shall consist of seven nenbers

15| who represent different areas of the state, who are appointed
16 | by the Director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
17 | Devel opnent, and who are qualified, through the denpnstration
18 | of special interest, experience, or education, in the

19 | redevel opnent of the state's inner-city areas, as follows:
20 (a) One nenber nust be affiliated with the Bl ack
21 | Busi ness | nvest nent Board;
22 (b) One nenber nust be affiliated with the Institute
23| on Urban Policy and Commerce at Florida Agricultural and
24 | Mechani cal University;
25 (c) One nenber nust be affiliated with the Ofice of
26 | Touri sm Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent;
27 (d) One nenber nust be the president of Enterprise
28 | Florida, Inc., or the president's designee;
29 (e) One nenber nmust be the Secretary of Community
30| Affairs or the secretary's designee;
31
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(f) One nenber nust be affiliated with Better
Jobs/ Better Wages of Workforce Florida, Inc., if such body is

created. O herwi se, one nenber nust be the president and chief

operating officer of the Florida Wrkforce Devel opnent Board,;

and

(g) One nenber nust be affiliated with the First
Job/ First Wages Council of W rkforce Florida, Inc., if such
body is created. Ot herw se, one nenber nust be the Secretary

of Labor and Enpl oynent Security or the secretary's designee.

(2) The inportance of minority and gender

representation nust be consi dered when naki ng appoi ntnents to

t he panel, and the geographic representation of panel nenbers

nust al so be consi dered.

(3) Menbers of the review panel shall be appointed for

4-year terns. A person nmay not serve nore than two consecutive

terns on the panel

(4) Menbers shall elect a chairperson annually. A

nmenber may not be el ected to consecutive terns as chairperson

(5) Al action taken by the review panel shall be by

majority vote of those present. The Director of the Ofice of

Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent or the director's

desi gnee shall serve without voting rights as secretary to the

panel. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel oprnent

shal | provide necessary staff assistance to the panel

(6) It is the responsibility of the panel to eval uate

proposals for awards of inner city redevel opnent grants

adm ni stered by the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent. The panel shall review and eval uate all proposals

for grants and shall make reconmendati ons, including a

priority ranking, reflecting such eval uation
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Section 12. (1) State agencies shall give priority to

applicants for assistance in state housing, econonic

devel opnent, and community revitalization prograns where that

application supports the objectives of redevel opi ng HOPE VI

grant nei ghborhoods. The foll owi ng prograns shall provide

priority consideration to HOPE VI applications; SAIL, State

Housing Tax Credit, Federal Low |Inconme Housing Tax Credit,

HOVE program Urban Infill Program Urban Hi gh Crine Tax

Credits, brownfields, state enpowernent zone.

(2) To qualify for priority consideration in the above

nenti oned prograns, a HOPE VI project applicant nust docunent

the following actions in the application for assistance.

(a) There is an active and open grant award fromthe

United States Departnent of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent

under the HOPE VI programin the conmunity.

(b) There is tangi bl e and docunented support conmmtted

by the unit of |ocal governnent to redevel opi ng the

nei ghbor hoods surroundi ng the HOPE VI project.

(c) There is a witten agreenent between the public

housi ng authority and the unit of |ocal governnent that

outlines the joint agreenent to redevel op the entire HOPE VI

nei ghbor hoods and not to focus solely upon the public housing

site.

(d) There is a clearly defined plan with goals and

obj ectives to pronote the redevel opnent of the HOPE VI

nei ghbor hoods to be a m xed i ncone nei ghborhood, and to

deconcentrate the location of publicly assisted housing within

t he nei ghbor hood, pronote hone ownership, and involve the

residents of the nei ghborhood in the redevel opnent pl anning

and i nprovenent process.
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(3) The Departnent of Community Affairs shall annually

submt to the Legislature a summary of all assistance provided

to local HOPE VI applicants, and the percentage of HOPE VI

projects to all program awar ds.

Section 13. Each provision of this act will be

i npl emented to the extent that funds are specifically

appropriated in the General Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year
2000- 2001.
Section 14. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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