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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 409
By Representative Bradl ey

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the Comunity and
Fai t h-based Organi zations Initiative; creating
the Comunity and Faith-based O ganizations
Initiative to pronbote comunity devel opnent in
| owi ncone communities; requiring the Institute
on Urban Policy and Conmerce at Florida
Agricultural and Mechanical University to
adm nister the initiative; authorizing certain
activities and uses of funds; providing
fundi ng; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, many comunity and faith-based organizations
are providing a new focus on economic uplift in Florida's poor
and nost vul nerabl e nei ghbor hoods, and

WHEREAS, these nonprofit organizations have | oca
experts who serve in |leadership roles by assisting individuals
to nove from dependency to self-sufficiency and restoring the
|ives of residents in Florida's npst distressed communities,
and

WHEREAS, crinme, drug addiction, teenage pregnancy,
honel essness, and juvenil e delinquency, the npst notable
i ndicators of a distressed conmunity, are being addressed by
smal |, and sonetinmes unrecogni zed, conmmunity and faith-based
organi zati ons, and

WHEREAS, the | eadership and expertise of these
organi zati ons should not be ignored, and

WHEREAS, a recogni zed effort to enpower conmunity and
faith-based organi zati ons, encourage community revitalization
and i npl enent educational reformw || assist those who reside
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in inner cities and distressed rural conmunities to gain their
share of the state's resources, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Conmmunity and Faith-based Organi zations

Initiative.--
(1) CREATION.--There is created the Comunity and
Fai t h- based Organi zations lnitiative which shall be

admi ni stered by the Institute on Uban Policy and Cormerce at

Florida Agricultural and Mechani cal University.
(2) INTENT. --The purpose of this initiative is to
pronmote conmunity devel opnent in | owincone conmunities

t hrough partnerships with community and faith-based

or gani zati ons.
(3) AUTHORI ZED ACTIVITIES. --The Institute on Urban
Policy and Conmerce at Florida Agricultural and Mechani cal

University may conduct the following activities as part of the

Communi ty and Faith-based Organi zations Initiative:

(a) Create and operate training prograns to enhance

the professional skills of individuals in comunity and

faith-based organi zati ons.

(b) Create and operate a programto sel ect and pl ace

students and recent graduates from busi ness and rel ated

prof essi onal schools as interns with comunity and faith-based

organi zations for a period not to exceed 1 year, and provide

sti pends for such interns.

(c) Organize an annual conference for comunity and

faith-based organi zations to discuss and share information on

best practices regarding issues relevant to the creation

operation, and sustainability of these organizations.
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(d) Provide funding for the devel opnent of nmmterials

for courses on topics in the area of community devel opnent,

and for research on econonic, operational, and policy issues

relating to conmmunity devel opnent.

(e) Provide financial assistance to comunity and

faith-based organi zations through small grants for

partnerships with universities and the operation of prograns

to build strong communities and future community devel oprment

| eaders.
(4) FUNDING --There is appropriated fromthe Genera
Revenue Fund in fiscal year 2000-2001 the anpbunt of $3 mllion

to the Institute on Uban Policy and Coonmerce at Florida

Agricultural and Mechanical University to adnminister the

Communi ty and Faith-based Organi zations Initiative.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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