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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 418

By the Committee on Comrerce and Econonic Qpportunities

310- 419A- 00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the WAGES Program providing
| egislative intent; authorizing grants for
certain WAGES-rel ated community redevel opnent
projects; providing for applications; requiring
i nnovative use of funds; authorizing rul enaking
by the Departnent of Conmmunity Affairs;
requiring the Departnent of Children and Fanmily
Services and the WAGES Program State Board of
Directors to provide technical assistance;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Coneback Conmmunities.--It is the intent of

the Legislature to reduce reliance on governnent assistance,

and to reduce recidivismanpng those who have becone

sel f-sufficient, through the support of comunity-based

redevel opnent initiatives that create safe, economcally

viable, and enriching environnents for needy fanmlies. It is

also the intent of the Legislature to pronpte the success of

t he WAGES Program by addressing the econonic viability of

di stressed comunities in which many current or forner WAGES

Program partici pants or other needy fanmlies reside.

(1) The Departnent of Community Affairs, subject to

| egi sl ative appropriation, shall provide Coneback Conmunities

grants to effectuate projects included in |local comunity

redevel opnent plans. Projects nust emanate from an existing

communi ty redevel opment plan that:

(a) Covers an area with a high concentration of forner

or current WAGES Program participants or of famlies that
1
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would likely neet the requirenents of eligibility for the

WAGES Program
(b) |s undergoing inplenentation

(c) |s conmunity-based; and

(d) Conprehensively addresses the conmunity's

probl ens.

When the criteria specified in paragraphs (a)-(d) are net,

pl ans nay include, but are not linited to, those required

under the Urban Infill and Redevel opnent Area, Florida Main

Street program Front Porch Florida, sustainable conmunity,

enterprise zone, or nei ghborhood inprovenent district.

(2) Projects nust be for the benefit of famlies who

are current or fornmer WAGES Program partici pants or who woul d

likely neet the requirenents of eligibility for the WAGES

Program
(3) The Departnent of Community Affairs shall actively

solicit applications for the Coneback Comunities grant

program from conmmuni t y- based organi zati ons, | ocal governnents,

and nei ghbor hood associ ations, and shall provide assistance to

these entities in identifying eligible projects. An applicant

nmust denonstrate its involvenent in the devel opnent and

i npl erentation of a comunity redevel opnent plan. An

applicant also nust identify, and denonstrate the fisca

accountability of, a local administrative entity charged with

receiving grant funds and ot herwi se adninistering the grant.

(4) Gants nust be used for purposes consistent with

federal |aw. However, the Departnent of Comunity Affairs

with the assistance of the Departnent of Children and Fanmily

Services and the WAGES Program State Board of Directors, shal

aggressi vely pursue innovative uses of the funds, including
2
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1| support for projects that reduce crine, encourage business
2 | devel opnent, stinulate enpl oynent, upgrade housi ng, beautify
3 | nei ghbor hoods, and increase educati onal opportunities.
4 (5) The Departnent of Conmmunity Affairs nmay adopt
5] rul es governing the subm ssion of applications, the eval uation
6 | of applications, and the award and recei pt of funds under this
7| program The rules nust include requirenents for an applicant
8 | receiving funds under this programto report to the departnent
9] on the status, expenditures, and outcones of the project.
10 (6) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services and
11| the WAGES Program State Board of Directors shall provide
12 | technical assistance and consultation to the Departnment of
13| Conmunity Affairs in its adninistration of this program
14 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
15| I aw
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19 Aut horizes grants_for certain WAGES-rel ated community
r edevel opnent proj ects.
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