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By Representative Heal ey

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to optonetry; anending s.

3 463.002, F.S.; revising definitions; providing
4 that the practice of optonmetry includes the

5 di agnosi s, treatnent, and nanagenent of

6 di seases and conditions of the human eye and

7 its appendages; anending s. 463.005, F.S.

8 requiring the Board of Optonetry in

9 i mpl erenting ch. 463, F.S., the Optonetry

10 Practice Act, to adopt rules relating to scope
11 and standards of practice; anending s.

12 463. 0055, F.S.; authorizing adm nistration and
13 prescription of pharmaceutical agents within
14 t he scope and standards of optonetric practice
15 as established by the board by rule and

16 providing requirenents with respect thereto;
17 authorizing licensed practitioners to use

18 nmydriatics and cycl opl egi cs for diagnostic

19 pur poses; revising duties of the pharnaceutica
20 agent fornmulary conmittee; elimnating
21 provisions relating to the effective date of
22 the fornulary rule and to chall enges by the
23 Secretary of Health to rules or proposed rul es
24 of the board; anending ss. 463.0057, 463. 006,
25 and 463.009, F.S., relating to optonetric
26 faculty certificates, licensure and
27 certification by exanination, and supportive
28 personnel, to conform anending s. 463. 014,
29 F.S.; elimnating a provision that prohibits a
30 licensed practitioner from prescribing
31 ordering, dispensing, adm nistering, supplying,
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selling, or giving system c drugs; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section
463. 002, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

463.002 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the
term

(3)(a) "Licensed practitioner" neans a person who is a
primary health care provider |licensed to engage in the
practice of optonetry under the authority of this chapter

(b) A licensed practitioner who is not a certified
optonetrist shall be required to display at her or his place
of practice a sign which states, "I ama Licensed
Practitioner, not a Certified Optonetrist, and | am not able
to prescribe tepreal—ocutar pharnaceutical agents."

(c) Al practitioners initially licensed after July 1,
1993, nust be certified optonetrists.

(4) "Certified optonetrist" neans a |icensed
practitioner authorized by the board to administer and

prescribe teptreat—oeutar pharnaceutical agents.

(5) "Optonetry" neans the diagnosis, treatnent, and

managenent of di seases and conditions of the human eye and its

appendages; the enploynent of any objective or subjective
nmeans or nethods, including the admnistration of topieat
octtar pharnaceutical agents, for the purpose of deternining
the refractive powers of the human eyes, or any visual
nmuscul ar, neurol ogical, or anatom c anonalies of the human
eyes and their appendages; and the prescribing and enpl oynent
of |l enses, prisms, franes, nountings, contact |enses,
2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 475

268-258- 00
1| orthoptic exercises, light frequencies, and any other neans or
2 | methods, including tepreal—oeutar pharnaceutical agents, for
3| the correction, renedy, treatnent, managenent,or relief of
4 | any insufficiencies, diseases,or abnormal conditions of the
5| human eyes and their appendages.
6 Section 2. Paragraphs (a) and (g) of subsection (1) of
7 | section 463.005, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
8 463.005 Authority of the board. --
9 (1) The Board of Optonetry has authority to adopt
10| rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent the
11 | provisions of this chapter conferring duties upon it. Such
12 | rules shall include, but not be linmted to, rules relating to:
13 (a) Scope and standards of practice, including, but
14| not linmted to, those provided for in s. 463.0135.
15 (g) Administration and prescription of topireat—oecular
16 | pharnaceutical agents.
17 Section 3. Section 463.0055, Florida Statutes, is
18 | anended to read:
19 463. 0055 Administration and prescription of topieat
20 | ecutar pharmaceutical agents; comittee. --
21 (1) Certified optonetrists may admni ni ster and
22 | prescribe topreat—oeutar pharnaceutical agents as provided in
23 | this section for the diagnosis, and treatnment, and managenent
24 | of di seases and eewtar conditions of the human eye and its
25 | appendages without the use of surgery or other invasive
26 | techni ques. However, a licensed practitioner who i s not
27 | certified may use topically applied anesthetics, nydriatics,
28 | and cycl opl egics solely for diagnostic purposes the—purpose—-of
29 | gradcora—exafinatt+ons, but is otherw se prohibited from
30 | admi ni stering or prescribing topreat—ecutar pharnmaceutica
31| agents.
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(2)(a) There is hereby created a committee conposed of
two optonetrists |licensed pursuant to this chapter, appointed
by the Board of Optonetry, two board-certified
opht hal nol ogi sts |icensed pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter
459, appoi nted by the Board of Medicine, and one additiona
person with a doctorate degree in pharnmacol ogy who is not
|icensed pursuant to chapter 458, chapter 459, or this
chapter, appointed by the secretary. The conm ttee nenbers
shal |l review requests for additions to, deletions from or
nodi fications of a formulary of tepteal—ecutar pharnaceutica
agents for admnistration and prescription by certified
optonetrists and may, as the conmittee deens appropriate,

shatt+ provide to the board advi sory opinions and
reconmendati ons on such requests. The formulary shall consi st
of those tepiecat—ocutar pharnaceutical agents which the
certified optonetrist is qualified to use in the practice of
optonetry. The board shall establish, add to, delete from or

nodi fy the fornulary by rule. Netw-thstanding—anyprovision
of —chapter—120-—to—the—contrary,—theformiaryrute——shat-
becorre—eftecti-ve—60—days—Fromthe—date—+t—is—FHtedwththe
Seeretary—of —State—

(b) The fornulary may be added to, deleted from or
nodi fi ed according to the procedure described in paragraph
(a). Any person who requests an addition, deletion, or
nodi fication of an authorized topical ocul ar pharnmaceutica
agent shall have the burden of proof to show cause why such

addi tion, deletion, or nodification should be nade.
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15 (c) td)y Upon adoption of the fornmulary required by this
16 | section, and upon each addition, deletion, or nodification to
17 | the formulary, the board shall nail a copy of the anmended

18 | forrmulary to each certified optonetrist and to each pharnacy
19| licensed by the state.

20 (3) Acertified optonetrist shall be issued a

21 | prescriber nunmber by the board. Any prescription witten by a
22 | certified optonetrist for a tepireal—ecutar pharnaceutica

23 | agent pursuant to this section shall have the prescriber

24 | nunber printed thereon

25 Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 463.0057, Florida
26 | Statutes, is anended to read:

27 463. 0057 Optonetric faculty certificate.--

28 (3) The holder of a faculty certificate nmay engage in
29 | the practice of optonetry as permitted by this section, but

30 | may not admini ster or prescribe topteal—ecutar pharnaceutica
31
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1| agents unless the certificateholder has satisfied the

2| requirenments of s. 463.006(1)(b)4. and 5.

3 Section 5. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 463. 006,
4| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

5 463.006 Licensure and certification by examination.--
6 (2) The exanination shall consist of the appropriate
7 | subjects, including applicable state laws and rul es and

8 | general and ocul ar pharnmacol ogy with enphasis on the topieat
9 | apptieati+on—and side effects of ocular pharmaceutical agents.
10| The board may by rule substitute a national exam nation as

11| part or all of the exam nation and nay by rule offer a

12 | practical exanmination in addition to the witten exanination
13 (3) Each applicant who successfully passes the

14 | exami nation and otherwi se neets the requirenents of this

15| chapter is entitled to be licensed as a practitioner and to be
16 | certified to adm ni ster and prescri be topiecat—octutar

17 | pharnmaceutical agents in the diagnosis, and treatnment, and

18 | managenent of di seases and eettar conditions of the human eye
19| and its appendages as provided in s. 463. 0055.

20 Section 6. Section 463.009, Florida Statutes, is

21 | anended to read

22 463. 009 Supportive personnel.--No person other than a
23| licensed practitioner may engage in the practice of optonetry
24 | as—defined—+n—s—463-062(5. Except as provided in this

25 | section, under no circunstances shall nonlicensed supportive
26 | personnel be del egated di agnosis or treatnent duties; however,
27 | such personnel may performdata gathering, prelimnmnary

28 | testing, prescribed visual therapy, and related duties under
29 | the direct supervision of the licensed practitioner

30 | Nonli censed personnel, who need not be enpl oyees of the

31| licensed practitioner, may performninisterial duties, tasks,
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1| and functions assigned to them by and perforned under the

2 | general supervision of a licensed practitioner, including

3| obtaining infornmation from consuners for the purpose of making
4 | appointnents for the licensed practitioner. The |icensed

5| practitioner shall be responsible for all del egated acts

6 | perfornmed by persons under her or his direct and genera

7 | supervi sion.

8 Section 7. Section 463.014, Florida Statutes, is

9 | anended to read:

10 463.014 Certain acts prohibited.--

11 (1)(a) No corporation, |lay body, organization, or

12 | individual other than a licensed practitioner shall engage in
13| the practice of optonmetry through the neans of engagi ng the
14 | services, upon a salary, conm ssion, or other neans or

15 | i nducenent, of any person licensed to practice optonetry in
16 | this state. Nothing in this section shall be deened to

17 | prohibit the association of a licensed practitioner with a

18 | nultidisciplinary group of |icensed health care professionals,
19 | the prinmary objective of which is the diagnosis and treatnent
20 | of the human body.
21 (b) No licensed practitioner shall engage in the
22 | practice of optonetry with any corporation, organization
23| group, or lay individual. This provision shall not prohibit
24 | licensed practitioners fromenploying, or fromformn ng
25 | partnershi ps or professional associations with, |icensed
26 | practitioners licensed in this state or with other licensed
27 | health care professionals, the primary objective of whomis
28 | the diagnosis and treatnent of the human body.
29 (c) No rule of the board shall forbid the practice of
30| optonetry in or on the prem ses of a conmercial or nercantile
31 | establishnent.

7
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N D WNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 475
268- 258- 00

(d) No licensed practitioner may practice under
practice identification nanes, trade nanes, or service nanmes,
unl ess any di ssem nation of infornmation by the practitioner to
consuners contains the nane under which the practitioner is
licensed or that of the professional association in which the
practitioner participates. Any advertisenent or other
di ssem nation of information to consuners may contain factua
information as to the geographic |ocation of |icensed
practitioners or of the availability of optonetric services.

(e) No licensed practitioner shall adopt and publish
or cause to be published any practice identification nane,
trade nane, or service nane which is, contains, or is intended
to serve as an affirmation of the quality or conpetitive val ue
of the optonetric services provided at the identified
practice.

(2) A corporation or |abor organization my enpl oy
licensed practitioners to provide optonetric services to bona
fide enpl oyees of such corporation and nenbers of their
i Mmediate fanilies or to bona fide nmenbers of such | abor
organi zation and nenbers of their imediate fanmlies, provided
the provision of such services is incidental to the legitinmate
busi ness of such corporation or |abor organization. Nothing in
this section shall be deened to authorize the enpl oynment of
licensed practitioners by corporations or organizations forned
primarily for such purposes.

(3)t4)y Surgery of any kind, including the use of
| asers, is expressly prohibited. Certified optonetrists nay
renove superficial foreign bodies. For the purposes of this

8
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1| subsection, the term"superficial foreign bodies" neans any
2| foreign matter that is enbedded in the conjunctiva or cornea
3 | but which has not penetrated the gl obe.
4 (4)5r No rule of the board shall prohibit a licensed
5| practitioner fromauthorizing a board-certified optician to
6| fill, fit, adapt, or dispense a contact |ens prescription as
7 | authorized under chapter 484.
8 Section 8. This act shall take effect October 1, 2000.
9
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12 . . .
Provi des that the practice of optonetr¥ i ncl udes the
13 di agnosi s, treatnent, and managenent of di seases and
condi tions of the hunan eye and its appendages. Requires
14 t he Board of tonetrY in"inmplenenting ch, 463, F.S., the
Optonetry Practice Act, to adopt ruleS relating to scope
15 and standards of practice. Authorizes admnistration and
prescription of pharmaceutical agents within the scope
16 and standards of optonetric practice as established
t he board bY rul e and provides requirenents with respect
17 thereto, Aufthorizes |icensed practitioners to use
driatics and c¥clople ics for dlaPnostlc ur poses.
18 evi ses duties of the pharnaceutical agent tornul ary
commttee. Elimnates PFOVISIOHS relating to the
19 effective date of the formulary rule and™to chal |l enges by
the Secretary of Health to rulées or Proposed rul es of the
20 board. Anends various provisions of lawto conform See
bill for details.
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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