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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 CS/ HB 481

By the Conmittee on Governnental Rules & Regul ations and
RepresSentatives Mnton, Fasano and Chest nut

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to grant proposals for
community centers; authorizing the Departnent
of Community Affairs to adm nister a grant
program for funding the acquisition
renovation, or construction of community
centers; authorizing counties, municipalities,
special districts, and certain nonprofit
corporations to apply for such grants;
requiring that a grant recipient provide
certain matching funds; providing for
preference to be given to certain projects;
providing requirenents for grant recipients;
providing for a review panel to review grant
applications; providing for nenbership of the
review panel and terns of office; requiring the
review panel to annually reconmend grant
recipients to the Secretary of Community
Affairs; providing that the departnent may not
all ocate a project grant unless the funds are
appropriated by the Legislature; authorizing
the Departnent of Community Affairs to adopt
rul es; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Gants for acquisition, renovation, or

construction of conmunity centers; funding; approval;

al |l ocati on. - -

(1)(a) The Departnent of Community Affairs nmay accept

and admi ni ster noneys appropriated to it for providing grants
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to counties, nmunicipalities, special districts, and qualified

corporations for the acquisition, renovation, or construction

of community centers. As used in this section, the term

community center" neans a free-standing buil di ng owed or

managed by a county, nunicipality, special district, or

qgual ified corporation that provides recreationa

opportunities, educational prograns, and neeting roons for the

community. This definition also includes recreational centers

or other simlar facilities to the extent that they conply

with these criteria.

(b) Eligible expenses shall include, but not be

limted to, feasibility studies, planning reports, property

appraisals, title searches, property purchases, surveys and

borings, site and facility plans, designs and pernmits, site

preparation, utility systems, site and facility security,

access features, building areas and spaces, equi pnent and

furniture, graphics and signage, |andscape beautification, and

proj ect nanagenent. Expenses that occur in the tine period

that begins 2 cal endar years prior to the announcenent of a

grant application submi ssion cycle and ends on the grant

conpl etion date stipulated in the executed grant agreenent for

a project shall be eligible for rei nbursenent. Should an

approved and recommended project be retained on a project |ist

for a subsequent grant cycle as described in paragraph (3)(b),

the original eligible expenses date shall remain in effect.

(2)(a) A county, nmunicipality, special district, or

qgualified corporation nay apply for a grant of state funds to

acquire, renovate, or construct a community center. As used in

this section, the term"special district" neans a speci al
district, as defined in s. 189.403, Florida Statutes, that has
official responsibilities for the provision of comunity
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center facilities or services. As used in this section, the

term"qualified corporation" neans a corporation that is

designated as a not-for-profit corporation pursuant to s.
501(c)(3) or (4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954; is
described in, and allowed to receive contributions pursuant
to, s. 170 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954; and is a
corporation not for profit incorporated under chapter 617,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

(b) The state grant may be used to cover up to 75

percent of the project cost, and the county, municipality,

special district, or qualified corporation nust denonstrate to

the departnent that funds are available and comitted to the

project. The maxi num anount that nay be awarded to a single

project under this sectionis $1.5 mllion

(c) The county, nmunicipality, special district, or

nonprofit corporation nmust denpnstrate to the departnent that

the comunity supports the project and has dedicated funds to

operate and nmmintain the community center

(d) The departnent shall give preference to projects

that are |located in:

1. Enterprise zones, enpowernent zones, and service

areas in which at least 75 percent of the residents are of | ow

or noderate incone, as defined by the United States Departnent

of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent; or

2. Communities that have fewer than one community

center per 35,000 residents.

(e) Up to 10 percent of the grant funds awarded under

this section nmay be used by the Departnent of Community

Affairs for admnistrative purposes contingent upon approval

of an expenditure plan pursuant to the |legislative
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1| consultation and review requirenents set forth in s. 216.177,
2| Florida Statutes.

3 (f) Each applicant that receives a grant nust

4] continually nonitor its performance under the grant-supported
5] activities to ensure that tine schedul es are net, project

6 | objectives are acconplished within specified tine periods, and
7 | other performance goals are achi eved.

8 (g0 Gants nay not continue for nore than 36 nonths

9 (3)(a) A review panel shall review each application

10| for a grant to acquire, plan, design, permt, renovate, or

11 ) construct a community center which is submtted under

12 | subsection (2). The Governor, the President of the Senate, and
13 | the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint
14 | two nenbers to serve on the review panel, and those siXx

15 | nenbers shall jointly appoint a seventh nenber to the panel
16 | Menbers of the panel shall be appointed to 3-year ternms and
17 | may not be reappointed to the panel within 1 year after

18 | conpleting a 3-year term |In order to provide for staggered
19 | terns, the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

20 | Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each initially
21 | appoint one nenber to a 1l-year term A vacancy on the pane

22 | shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the termin the
23 | sane manner as the original appointnent. The revi ew panel

24 | shall elect a chairperson fromanong its nenbers to serve a
25| 1-year termand the chairperson may be reel ected.

26 (b) Beginning in fiscal year 2002-2003, the review

27 | panel shall annually submit to the Secretary of Community

28 | Affairs for approval a list of all applications that the pane
29 | recommends be included by the Departnent of Community Affairs
30| inits legislative budget request for an award of grants,

31| arranged in order of priority. However, for fiscal year
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1| 2001-2002, the review panel nust submit the list to the

2 | Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of
3| the Senate by Decenber 31, 2000. The departnent may all ocate
4| grants only for projects for which the Legislature has

5| appropriated funds. Any project that is approved and

6 | recomended by the Secretary of Community Affairs but which is
7 | not funded by the Legislature shall be retained on the project
8| list for the subsequent grant cycle. Thereafter, the grant

9| applicant nmust subnit the information required by the

10 | departnent in conpliance with the established deadline date of
11 ) the latest grant cycle in order to adequately indicate the

12 | current status of the project.

13 (4) The Departnent of Community Affairs shall adopt by
14 | rule criteria to be applied by the review panel in

15 | reconmendi ng applications for the award of grants and shal

16 | adopt rules for admnistering this section

17 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
18 | I aw
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