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By the Cormittee on Education and Senators Diaz de la Portilla
and Meek

304-2171-00

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school attendance; anending

3 s. 232.01, F.S.; revising provisions relating

4 to eligibility for enrollnment in public

5 ki ndergartens; authorizing the enrollnent of

6 certain children deternined to be ready for

7 entrance into kindergarten; providing

8 eligibility requirenents; providing schoo

9 district requirenents; authorizing the

10 Conmi ssi oner of Education to adopt rul es;

11 providing an effective date.

12

13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

14

15 Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1) of
16 | section 232.01, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

17 232.01 School attendance.--

18 (1) (a)l. Al children who have attained the age of 6
19 | years or who will have attained the age of 6 years by February
20| 1 of any school year or who are older than 6 years of age but
21 | who have not attained the age of 16 years, except as
22 | hereinafter provided, are required to attend school regularly
23| during the entire school term
24 2.a. Children who will have attained the age of 5
25| years on or before Septenber 1 of the school year are eligible
26 | for admi ssion to public kindergartens during that school year
27 | under rules prescribed by the school board.
28 b. Beginning in the 2000- 2001 school year, children
29 | who will have attained the age of 5 years after Septenber 1
30| but before October 1 of the school year are eligible to take
31| an assessnent for early kindergarten placenent. Beginning in
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t he 2001-2002 school year, children who will have attained the
age of 5 years after Septenber 1 but before Novenber 1 of the

school year are eligible to take an assessnent for early

ki ndergarten placenent. Beginning in the 2002-2003 schoo

year, children who will have attained the age of 5 years after

Septenber 1 but before Decenber 1 of the school year are

eligible to take an assessnent for early kindergarten

pl acenent. Upon witten request of a child's parent or

guardi an, the school district nmust provide at | east one

opportunity for the child to take the assessnent for early

ki ndergarten placenent. The assessnent for early Kkindergarten

pl acement nust consist of multiple neasures and nust involve

consultation by parents, teachers, school district

adm ni strators, and student-support personnel, including, but

not linmted to, the school psychol ogi st and counsel or. Any

child who is deternined to be ready for entrance into

ki ndergarten, according to rules of the Conm ssi oner of

Education, is eligible for adm ssion to public kindergartens

during that school year. Any child who is deternined not to be

ready for entrance into kindergarten, according to rules of

the commi ssioner, is subject to the adnission requirenents of

sub- subparagraph a. The conmi ssi oner nmay adopt rules to

i npl erent the provisions of this sub-subparagraph

3. Children who will have attained the age of 3 years
on or before Septenber 1 of the school year are eligible for
admi ssion to prekindergarten early intervention prograns
during that school year as provided in s. 230.2305 or a
preschool programas provided in s. 228.061

(b) Any child who has attained the age of 6 years on
or before Septenmber 1 of the school year and who has been
enrolled in a public school or who has attained the age of 6
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1| years on or hefore Septenber 1 and has satisfactorily

2| conpleted the requirenents for kindergarten in a nonpublic

3| school fromwhich the district school board accepts transfer

4 | of acadenic credit, or who has been enrolled in a public

5| ki ndergarten under the provisions of sub-subparagraph (a)2.b.

6 | or who otherwise neets the criteria for adm ssion or transfer

7]1in a manner simlar to that applicable to other grades, shal

8 | progress according to the district's pupil progression plan

9 | However, nothing in this section shall authorize the state or

10 | any school district to oversee or exercise control over the

11 | curricula or academ ¢ prograns of nonpublic schools or hone

12 | educati on prograns.

13 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

14

15 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

16 CONNITTEEsguggTITUTE FOR

17

18 &255Cbnnittee Substitute differs fromSB 62 in the follow ng

;3 %inhg?tead of requirinP an assessnment of readiness for
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21| early kindergarten pl acenent.

22| 2. The assessnent nust include nultiple neasures and nust

23 | ROini St Fatars. 2t ha sehobl" payehol 6gr ot ahd”Counselor ' ©"

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

3
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




