Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 675
By Representative Crady

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to required instruction

3 anending s. 233.061, F.S.; specifying content

4 of required instruction in nental and enotiona

5 heal t h; providing and effective date.

6

7| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

8

9 Section 1. Paragraph (m of subsection (2) of section
10| 233.061, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

11 233.061 Required instruction.--

12 (2) Menbers of the instructional staff of the public
13 | schools, subject to the rules and regul ati ons of the

14 | conm ssioner, the state board, and the school board, shal

15| teach efficiently and faithfully, using the books and

16 | materials required, follow ng the prescribed courses of study,
17 | and enpl oyi ng approved net hods of instruction, the foll ow ng:
18 (m Conprehensive health education that addresses

19 | concepts of community health; consuner health; environnental
20| health; famly life, including an awareness of the benefits of
21 | sexual abstinence as the expected standard and the
22 | consequences of teenage pregnancy; nental and enotiona
23| health; injury prevention and safety; nutrition; persona
24 | health; prevention and control of disease; and substance use
25| and abuse. Instruction in kindergarten through grade 12
26 | regarding nental and enotional health nust be age-appropriate
27 | and nust address depression, mani ¢ depression (bi-polar
28 | di sorder), schizophrenia, and anxi ety disorders, including
29 | obsessi ve-conpul sive disorder, and nust characterize such
30| nental illnesses as conmon, inherited, and treatable by
31| including information regarding their frequency in the
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1| popul ati on, commbn ages of onset, common recogni zabl e
2| synptons, and the effectiveness of and the need for proper
3| nedical treatnent. Instruction regarding nmental and enotiona
4 | health nust also address the correl ati on between nental
5| illness and addiction and substance abuse due to
6 |"'sel f-nedication"; the prevention of suicide, aggressive
7 | behavior, crinnal activities, and underachi evenent through
8| pronmpt and faithful nedical treatnment; and the progressive
9| deterioration of the brain, the increase in the severity of
10 | synptons and acconpanyi ng probl emati c behavi ors, without
11 | proper nedical treatnment. Positive exanples of highly
12 | successful people with such nmental illness shall be presented
13 ) to renove stereotypes, stigna, and discrimnation
14 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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Specifies content of required instruction in nental and
19 emoti onal health.
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