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HB 679, First Engrossed/ntc

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to foster care; anending s.
409. 145, F. S.; authorizing the Departnent of
Children and Family Services to continue
providing foster care services to certain
i ndividuals who are enrolled full-tine in a
degree-granting programin a postsecondary
educational institution; specifying
ci rcunst ances under which such services shal
be terninated; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (3) of
section 409. 145, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

409. 145 Care of children.--

(3)(a) The departnent is authorized to continue to
provide the services of the children's foster care programto
individuals 18 to 21 years of age who are enrolled in high
school, in a programleading to a high school equival ency
di pl oma as defined in s. 229.814, or in a full-tine career
education program and to continue to provide services of the

children's foster care programto individuals 18 to 23 years

of age who are enrolled full-tine in a post-secondary

institution granting a degree, a certificate, or an applied

technol ogy diploma,if the follow ng requirenents are net:

1. The individual was conmitted to the | egal custody
of the departnment for placenent in foster care as a dependent
child;
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2. Al other resources have been thoroughly expl ored,
and it can be clearly established that there are no
alternative resources for placenent; and

3. A witten service agreenent which specifies
responsibilities and expectations for all parties involved has
been signed by a representative of the departnment, the
i ndi vidual, and the foster parent or |icensed child-caring
agency providing the placenent resources.

(b) The services of the foster care program shal
continue for those individuals 18 to 21 years of age only for
the period of tinme the individual is continuously enrolled in
hi gh school, in a programleading to a high school equival ency
di pl oma as defined in s. 229.814, or in a full-tine career
education program and shall continue for those individuals 18

to 23 years of age only for the period of tine the individua

is continuously enrolled full-tinme in a post-secondary

institution granting a degree, a certificate, or an applied

t echnol ogy di pl oma. Services shall be termninated upon

conpl etion of or withdrawal or permanent expul sion from hi gh
school, the program | eading to a high school equival ency

di pl oma, or the full-tinme career education program or the
post-secondary institution granting a degree, a certificate,

or an applied technol ogy dipl ona.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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