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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 684
By Senator Diaz-Bal art

37-284A-00 See HB 203
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to traffic control; anending s.
316.6135, F.S.; providing definitions;
providing penalties for leaving a child under a
certain age unattended or unsupervised in a
not or vehicle; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 316.6135, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

316. 6135 Leaving children unattended or unsupervised
in motor vehicle; penalty; authority of |aw enforcenent
of ficer.--

(1) As used in this section

(a) "Unattended" neans that the parent, |ega

guardi an, or the person responsible for the child is nore than

10 feet fromthe child, and unable to continually outside the

not or vehicle, observe the child.

(b) "Unsupervised" neans that no person older than 11

years of age renmins in the notor vehicle with the child.

(2) ) No parent, |egal guardian, or other person
responsible for a child younger than 6 years of age shal
| eave such child unattended or unsupervised in a notor vehicle
for a period in excess of 10 #5 m nut es;—hoewever—no—steh

AT it et od—of—t
e oy ey i etei . he—healthof—tt
ehitd—s—in—-danger. Any person who viol ates the provisions of

this subsection is guilty of a noncrininal traffic infraction

puni shable by a fine of $10.
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(3) Any parent, |legal guardian, or other person

responsible for a child younger than 6 years of age who

commits a violation of subsection (2) and has previously been

found to have viol ated that subsection, or who | eaves a child

unattended in a notor vehicle for any period of tine if the

notor vehicle is running or the health of the child is in

danger, conmits a ni sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable
as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(4) 3 Any law enforcenent officer who observes a
child | eft unattended or unsupervised in a notor vehicle in

violation of this section subseetien—{Irnay use whatever
neans are reasonably necessary to protect the minor child and

to renmove the child fromthe vehicle.

(54 If the child is renoved fromthe i nmedi ate area
notification should be placed on the vehicle.

(6) 5y The child shall be renmanded to the custody of
the Departnent of Children and Family Services pursuant to
chapter 39, unless the |law enforcenent officer is able to
| ocate the parents or |egal guardian or other person
responsi ble for the child.

Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2000.
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2 LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY
3
Prohibits an¥ parent, |egal guardian, or other person
4 responsible for a child younger than 6 years of age from
| eavi ng such child unattended or unsupervised in a notor
5 vehiclée for nmbre than 10 m nutes. Makes such a violation
a noncrimnal traffic infraction, punishable by a fine of
6 $10. Provides that any parent, |egal guardi an, or other
person responsible for a child younger than 6 years. of
7 age who conmits a violation of the act and has” previously
been found to have violated the act, or who | eaves a
8 child unattended or unsupervised in a nmotor vehicle for
any period of time if the notor vehicle is running or the
9 health of the child is in danger, commts a m sdefreanor
of the first degree.
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