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Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 704

By the Cormittee on Natural Resources and Senator Kurth

312-1752-00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to narine biotechnol ogy
research and industry devel opnent; establishing
the Florida Marine Biotechnol ogy Research and
Devel opnent Program providing for program
focus; providing legislative intent; providing
| ong-termgoals; requiring the adoption of
rul es; providing an appropriation; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. There is established a Florida Mrine

Bi ot echnol ogy Research and Devel opnent Program The program

will establish partnershi ps anbng research scientists in

Fl ori da universities and research | aboratories and the marine

bi ot echnol ogy industry for the purpose of pronoting conmerce,

creating jobs, and benefiting frompotential conmercial

opportunities in the state. The Director of the Florida Mrine

Research Institute and the Director of the Florida Sea G ant

College Programwi |l jointly adnminister the programw th input

froma steering conmmttee appointed by both directors. The

steering committee shall have a nenber from each of the

following: the University of Florida, Florida Atlantic

University, Florida State University, the University of South

Florida, the University of Mani, the Harbor Branch

Cceanographic Institution, Mdte Marine Laboratory, the Florida

Mari ne Research Institute, and Bl O+tFl orida. The steering

committee shall determine research priorities that will be

used in requesting project proposals that are sel ected and

funded using funds as provided in this act. The Florida Mrine
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Research Institute and the Florida Sea Grant Col |l ege Program

shall nmake a joint report to the Legislature on program

progress by July 1 of each year that the programis being
f unded.
Section 2. The Florida Marine Bi ot echnol ogy Research

and Devel opnent Program shall focus in the foll owi ng areas:

(1) Aquacul ture;

(2) Marine aninmal health;
(3) Marine natural products;
(4) Biofil nibioadhesion;

(5) Biorenediation; and

(6) Marine ecol ogy.

Section 3. Funds appropriated for this program nust be

awarded to projects based on conpetition as deternined by a

scientific peer review process, which may include the advice

of a nationw de panel of experts. Reviewcriteria will include

project rationale, scientific nerit, potential applications,

i ndustrial sponsorship, and investigator qualifications. A

universities, public research |aboratories, and private

nonprofit research |l aboratories in the state are eligible to

conpete for funding based on the subm ssion of proposals and

sel ection by the conpetitive process. There is appropriated

fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Florida Mari ne Research
Institute for fiscal year 2000-2001 a sum of $2, 000,000 for
the first year of the program The intent of the Legislature

is that the programcontinue for a total of 5 years, with an

annual appropriation each year. Projects started using funds

under this act will require that the annual appropriations be

spent over a 30-nonth period. The Florida Marine Research

Institute and the Florida Sea Grant Coll ege Programwil |

di sburse all funds on a conpetitive basis. Projects funded
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within the Florida Mari ne Research Institute shall receive

funds directly fromthe institute fromthis appropriation

Funds awarded to universities and private nonprofit research

| aboratories will be transferred by the Florida Marine

Research Institute by contract through the Florida Sea G ant

Col l ege Program All projects should pronmote public and

private partnershi ps when possible. No nore than $25, 000 each

may be used by the Florida Marine Research Institute and the

Florida Sea Gant College Programfor technical adninistration

of this program Up to $16,000 may be used by the Florida Sea

Grant Col |l ege Program for the expenses of the peer review and

techni cal panel expenses.

Section 4. The long-termgoal of the programis the

creation of products and processes that will advance the

mari ne bi ot echnol ogy industry in the state. This industry wll

create new, clean, high technol ogy busi nesses, will provide
hi gh paying jobs, and will create training opportunities that
will keep Florida-trained students in the state.

Section 5. Contractual services procured under this

act are not subject to section 287.057, Florida Statutes.
Section 6. The Fish and Wl dlife Conservation
Conmi ssion shall develop rules to inplenent this act. The

rules, at a mninum shall address the solicitation of

proposals, award of grants, nonitoring of grants, and dispute

resol ution.
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 0704

The comittee substitute adds the University of M ani_%p
i

steering comrittee that will determ ne research priori
t he program

t he
es for
The bil| nOM/reguires the Fish and Wl dlife Conservation
Conm ssion to adopt rules to inplenment the act. The rules, at

a mninmm nust address the solicitation of proposals, award
of grants, nonitoring of grants, and dispute resol ution
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