SB 748 First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; providing an
3 intent to denonstrate benefits of a programto
4 prepare new teachers and to provide certain
5 prof essi onal devel opnent activities to support
6 them providing for recruitment of persons to
7 participate in a fellowship program by neans of
8 forgi vabl e | oans; providing standards and
9 conditions for eligibility for the program
10 assigning responsibility for recruitnent;
11 requiring regional review comrttees; providing
12 for selection of certain postsecondary
13 education institutions to participate in the
14 program providing standards and conditions for
15 recei pt and forgiveness of a |oan; providing
16 conditions for repaynent of |oans not eligible
17 for |l oan forgiveness; authorizing conditions
18 for defernent of repaynent; providing for a
19 revol ving fund; establishing a professiona
20 devel opnent program for recipients of a
21 fell owship and other coll ege graduates;
22 provi di ng standards for recruitnent of
23 participating teachers, school districts, and
24 post graduate prograns; requiring certain
25 condi ti ons of enploynent of participants;
26 establishing tiers of sequential professiona
27 devel opnent activities; creating a
28 not-for-profit organi zation to be
29 adm nistratively assigned to the Executive
30 O fice of the Governor; providing for
31 appoi nt nent of menbers of its board of
1
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directors; authorizing the enploynent of staff;
providing its duties and responsibilities;
providing for cooperation with an office of the
Departnent of Education; providing

i npl erentation to the extent funded in the
CGeneral Appropriations Act; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Professional Teaching Fell owship Act; short

title; intent.--
(1) This act, which provides for the Student
Fel | owshi p Program and t he Teachi ng Fell owshi p Program may be

cited as the "Professional Teaching Fell owship Act."

(2) The Legislature intends to denonstrate the need

for and benefits of providing intensive progranms of

pr of essi onal devel opnent for new teachers. New teachers need

expertise in the content areas in which they teach, and they

need skill in inparting that content. A teacher attains such

expertise and skill through simltaneous study of the |libera

arts conbined with work with school children and master

teachers in a planned, sequential program of increasing

concentration on student achi evenent. Therefore, the

Pr of essi onal Teaching Fell owship Act is created to coordinate

the network needed to identify and recruit excellent

candi dates to becone new teachers, to support themthrough an

enri ched teacher preparation program and to inplenent a

programto provide professional devel opnent support which has

three tiers of intensive involvenent throughout the first 3

years of teachi ng experience

2
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Section 2. Student Fell owshi p Program

recruitnment.--The purpose of the recruitnent conponent of the

Student Fellowship Programis to identify the postsecondary

education institutions and fell owship candidates that wll

i npl emrent the forgivable | oan programcreated in section 3 of

this act.
(1) A fellowship candidate nmust be a citizen and a

resident of this state who is a rising junior enrolled in a

state community college, a state university, or an independent

post secondary education institution that is eligible for the

Fl ori da Resi dent Access Grant.

(2) The Florida Institute for Teachers shall identify

t he postsecondary education institutions that are willing and

abl e to conduct the educational and professional devel opnent

activities required to inplenent the program The board of

directors of the institute shall assure that participating

col | eges of education agree to work with colleges of |ibera

arts so as to attract to the program candi dates who possess

the highest qualifications in a content area speciality.

(3) The institute shall devel op standards and

gui del i nes for selecting candidates for the Student Fell owship

Program The guidelines nust require a m ni mum grade point

average, recommendations fromliberal arts professors, and

the pursuit of extracurricular activities by a candidate.

(4) The institute shall formregional review

conmittees to assist it in assuring the participation of the

post secondary education institutions that are best equipped to

i npl erent the programand to recruit the best students.

Recruitnment efforts should concentrate on areas that have been

identified through research as npbst in need of an inproved

supply of teachers, including areas where there is a critica

3
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t eacher shortage, and on teachers havi ng denographic

characteristics that will correct an inbalance in the ratio of

teachers conpared to students enrolled in public schools.

(5) The regional review conmttees shall plan and

i npl erent activities designed to inform students concerning

the benefits of the program and to assi st postsecondary

education institutions in carrying out the required

activities.
(6) A candidate for a student fellowship nust agree to

enroll in a participating postsecondary education institution

and to participate in a 12-nonth programduring the junior and

seni or years of college.

(7) The postsecondary education institution shal

assure that the junior and senior years' 12-nonth program

provides an opportunity to denonstrate:

(a) Conpetency in the Acconplished Practices for

Teachers adopted by the State Board of Education

(b) Mastery of the subject area requirenents in a

subj ect for which a professional certificate nmay be issued. I|f

a student fellow intends to teach el enentary education, the

conpet ency denonstrated nust be the equival ent of required

coursework in nethods of teaching reading and ot her key

content areas. Traditional coursework toward a nmjor offered

by a college of education is not required.

(c) Eligibility for a master's degree in education as

wel |l as a baccal aureate degree in a content area.

(d) Any additional requirenents to be eligible for a

2-year tenporary certificate.

Section 3. Student Fellowship Program postsecondary

educati on conponent.--The Florida Institute for Teachers shal

admi ni ster the Student Fell owshi p Program

4
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(1) The programshall provide a 2-year schol arship

| oan of $6,500 per year to citizens who are residents of this

state and who are rising juniors at a state community coll ege,

state university, or independent postsecondary education

institution that is eligible to participate in the Florida

Resi dent Access Grant.

(2) The institute shall adnminister the programin

cooperation with postsecondary education institutions sel ected

by the institute.

(a) A student fellowship recipient shall participate

in a 12-nonth program devel oped by the participating

post secondary education institution in consultation with the

Florida Institute for Teachers.

(b) The recipient nust receive an intensive

preparation in a content area conbined with ongoi ng experience

with school children through internships or working with a

mast er teacher identified as a nentor.

(3) To continue to receive a fell owship, a student

fellow nust naintain satisfactory progress toward a

baccal aureate degree at a participating postsecondary

institution. The institute shall set standards for

sati sfactory progress, which nust exceed the standards

requi red of other students najoring in education and which nmay

i nclude extracurricular activities related to the programor a

participating school district.

(4) Arecipient may receive a fellowship loan for 2

years. The institute shall forgive the fellowship loan if,

within 5 years after graduation, the recipient teaches ful

time for 2 years at a public school in this state. The

institute shall also forgive a loan if it finds that the

5
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1| recipient cannot teach for 2 years because of the death or

2 | permanent and total disability of the recipient.

3 (5) |If a Student Fell owship Programrecipi ent does not

4| graduate within 2 years, or if the recipient graduates but,

5|withinthe first 5 years after graduation, does not fulfil

6| the required enploynent as a teacher in a public school in

7| this state, the fell owship recipient nust repay the total

8 | anbunt awarded pl us annual interest of 8 percent.

9 (a) Interest begins accruing the first day of the 13th
10 | nonth after the fourth anniversary of the nonth in which the
11 | reci pient receives a baccal aureate degree or after the nonth
12 in which enrollnent as a full-tine student is term nated.

13 | Interest does not accrue during any period of defernent or
14 | eligi ble teaching service
15 (b) The repaynent period begins the first day of the
16| 13th nonth after the nonth in which the fourth anniversary of
17 | coll ege graduati on occurs or after the nonth in which
18 | enrollnment as a full-time student is termnated.
19 (c) The terns and conditions of the fell owship
20 | repaynent nust be contained in both a pronissory note and a
21 | repaynent schedule. The | oan nust be paid within 10 years
22 | after the date of graduation or termnation of full-tine
23 | enroll ment, including any periods of defernment. A shorter
24 | repaynent period may be granted. The m ni nrum nonthly repaynent
25 ] is $50 or the unpaid bal ance, unless otherw se approved,
26 | except that the nonthly paynent may not be | ess than the
27 | accruing interest. The recipient nmay prepay all or any part of
28 | the scholarship without penalty.
29 (d) The holder of the promi ssory note may grant a
30 | defernment of repaynent for a recipient who is unable to secure
31| a teaching position that would qualify as repaynent, who

6
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1| becones di sabl ed, or who experiences other hardships. Such a
2| defernment may be granted for a total of 24 nonths and may not
3 | exceed 12 consecutive nonths.
4 (6) Al funds appropriated to or otherw se received by
5] the Student Fell owship Program for schol arships, all funds
6 | received as repaynent of scholarship loans, and all interest
7 | earned on these funds nust be placed in a revolving fund
8| within the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund.
9 | Notwi thstandi ng the provisions of section 216.301, Florida
10| Statutes, and pursuant to section 216.351, Florida Statutes,
11| any balance in the fund at the end of any fiscal year which
12 | has been allocated to the Student Fell owshi p Program nmust
13 ) renmain in the fund and will be available for carrying out the
14 | purposes of this section. Wth the prior approval of the
15 ] Legislature in the General Appropriations Act, the revolving
16 | fund may al so be used for canmpus and sunmer program support
17 | and costs related to di sbursenent of awards and the collection
18 | of | oan repaynents.
19 Section 4. Teaching Fell owship Program --
20 (1) The Teaching Fell owship Programis a concentrated,
21 | sequential professional devel opnent program provided to a
22 | teacher under an annual contract during the first 3 years of
23 | teaching. The programis available to all recipients of the
24 | student fellowship created in section 3 of this act, and to
25| others selected by the Florida Institute for Teachers, if
26 | funds are available. The institute shall establish selection
27 | criteria at least as rigorous as the criteria for selecting
28 | the student fellowship recipients. A graduate nmay be sel ected
29 | whether or not he or she has conpl eted coll ege coursework
30| required to be eligible for certification to teach in this
31| state, if a school district is willing to enploy himor her as
7
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a teacher under conditions arranged by the institute. These

conditions nmust provide for eligibility for a tenporary

certificate and a planned route to a professional certificate,

pursuant to section 231.17, Florida Statutes.

(2) The Florida Institute for Teachers shall assi st

participating school districts in coordinating the activities

required to conduct the program The institute shall also

select and work with institutions providi ng postgraduate

prograns to assure that the programconfers credit toward a

master's degree and to descri be conditions under which a

participant nay earn a naster's degree as a result of

participation. The institute nmay not require a participant to

pursue a master's degree in education or pedagogy.

(3) The programrequires a school district to:

(a) Enploy the teaching fell ow under a 12-nobnth

contract with salaries and benefits established pursuant to

part |l of chapter 110, Florida Statutes.

(b) ldentify and provide a salary bonus or additiona

stipend to a master teacher to work under a 12-npbnth contract

as a nentor to the new teacher. The naster teacher nust be

sel ected based upon criteria adopted by the Florida Institute

for Teachers, such as certification at the national |evel,

sel ection as teacher of the year at the state or district

| evel, or evidence of consistent and superior gains in

achi evenent by students in the teacher's classes.

(c) Provide to the teaching fellow and his or her

nmentor a common pl anni ng period during the school year, or

nmake ot her arrangenents to enable daily consultation.

(d) Plan an intensive professional devel opnent program

in three tiers as required in this section

8
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(e) ldentify and recruit a cohort of students who,

with the support of their parents, are willing to participate

in the programfor 210 days per year. |f possible, the sane

cohort of 12 to 15 students shall work with the sane teaching

fellowduring all three tiers of the program

(4) After each tier, the teaching fellow wll receive

a bonus of $500, to be provided by the Florida Institute for

Teachers, in addition to the salary provided by the schoo

district.
(5) The professional devel opnent programfor the

teaching fellows nust be provided in the following tiers:

(a) Inthe first tier, the teaching fell ow and the

nmaster teacher assigned to work as a nentor shall receive

orientation and professional devel opnent that are planned and

provided by a teacher education center or acadeny sel ected by

the Florida Institute for Teachers.

1. During the summer of the first tier, the teaching

fellow and nmaster teacher shall work with from 12 to 15

students recruited by the school district for the program

This work nmust include preparing an individualized education

pl an for each student. The teaching fellow nmay be required to

conduct ot her educational or research activities necessary to

earn at least 6 credit hours toward a master's degr ee.

2. During the school year in the first tier, the

teaching fellow may be assigned prinmary responsibility for a

cl assroom with significant involvenent by the nentor teacher

or other program participants who have 2 years or nore of

experience in the program Provision nust be nade for at | east

1 hour of daily consultation between the teacher and nentor

The focus of the professional devel opnent nust be on effective

net hods of teaching the subject matter in which the fell ow has

9
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maj ored. Student achi evenent as denonstrated by assessnent

i nstrunents, portfolios, or other neasures nust be used to

assist the teaching fellowto evaluate his or her progress.

(b) During the second tier of the program the

teaching fellow shall continue the education and research

required for progress toward a naster's degree and shal

continue to work with a cohort of students which includes as

many as possi bl e of the same students who were with the

teaching fellowin tier one.

1. During the summer of the second tier, in addition

to the professional devel opnent activities planned for

postgraduate credit, the teacher shall becone the | ead teacher

for the cohort of students and shall begin to act as a nentor

for a teacher who is in the programfor the first summer. The

program nust concentrate upon eval uating student progress and

adapting teachi ng net hods based upon the results.

2. During the school year of the second tier, the

teacher may be assigned additional responsibilities for

cl assroominstruction while continuing to consult with a

nentoring teacher and to work as a nentor to the students in

t he cohort.
(c) During the third tier, the teaching fell ow shal

conti nue professional devel opnent activities planned to earn

postgraduate credit and shall continue to work with a nmaster

t eacher and students.

1. During the summer of the third tier, the teacher

shall work with increased concentrati on on pedagogi ca

research and its incorporation into classroom nmanagenent.

Recomended fields for this research focus are devel opnent of

curricula, use of technology in instruction, and student

assessnent and eval uation, including the ability to interpret

10
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student perfornmance and adopt varying teachi ng net hods based

upon that interpretation. This tier of professiona

devel opnent nmay be planned to allow a teacher to add

addi tional coverage to his or her certificate to teach

exceptional education classes or another content-area

speci al i zati on.

2. During the school year of the third tier, the

teacher may be assigned responsibility for cl assroom

managenent, which may include specialized assistance with

cl assroom t echnol ogy and curri cul um devel opnent, and may al so

provi de assistance as a nentor to teaching fellows in their

first or second year in the program

(6) Upon conpletion of the program a new teacher is

eligible for:

(a) A master's degree in the subject matter provided

t hrough an agreenent with a postgraduate program or a

certificate that guarantees substantial credit toward a

nmaster's degree as provided in the agreenent required by

subsection (2);

(b) A position as a naster teacher in the Teaching

Fel | owshi p Program and

(c) A professional -service contract with the

participating school district, with salary as provided for a

teacher who holds a nmaster's degree. However, the schoo

district and the teacher have the sanme rights to enpl oynent

deci sions that apply with respect to other newly enpl oyed

t eachers.
Section 5. Florida Institute for Teachers. --

(1) The Florida Institute for Teachers is created as a

not-for-profit statutory corporation assigned for

admi ni strative purposes to the Executive Ofice of the

11
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Governor. The institute shall plan, organize, admnister, and

nmanage the prograns required by the Professional Teaching

Fel | owshi p Act.

(2) A board of directors shall administer the

institute. The board consists of 11 nonl egislative nmenbers as

foll ows:
(a) Three persons appointed by the Governor;

(b) Three persons appointed by the President of the

Senat e;
(c) Three persons appointed by the Speaker of the

House of Representatives;

(d) The Lieutenant Governor or his or her designee;

and
(e) The Conmi ssioner of Education or his or her

desi ghee.

The Lieutenant Governor or his or her designee shall serve as

chai r person. The appointed nenbers shall serve terns of 4

years, except that three of the initial nenbers shall serve

2-year terns and three shall serve 3-year terns. Those

responsi ble for appointnents shall sel ect nenbers who have

denonstrated a commitnent to education. A nenber nay be

reappoi nted. A vacancy shall be filled for the remai nder of

the term Menbers of the board are entitled to rei nbursenent

for travel and per di em expenses, as provided in section
112. 061, Florida Statutes.

(3) The board shall:

(a) Hold neetings as needed to administer this act.

(b) Adopt rules for its own governnent.

(c) Appoint an executive director to serve at its

pl easure. The executive director shall be the chief

12
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adm ni strative officer and agent of the board and nmay enpl oy

staff as authorized by the board.

(d) Miintain a record of its proceedings.

(e) Plan and inpl enent the Student Fell owshi p Program

and the Teaching Fell owship Program as provided in sections 1

through 4 of this act. The planning and i npl enentati on shoul d

be directed toward the state's identified needs for teachers.

(f) In cooperation with the Ofice of Student

Fi nanci al Assi stance of the Departnent of Educati on,

admi ni ster the forgivable | oan provisions of the Student

Fel | owshi p Program

(g) Evaluate the success of the Professional Teaching

Fel | owship Act. The eval uation nust include follow ng up on

the fellowship recipients to develop a report of their success

in teaching. The neasures of success nust include the nunber

who continue teaching in this state, the nunber of |oans

forgiven and repaid, the nunber who attain the status of

nmaster teacher, and the achi evenent gains of students in the

cl assroons assigned to the teaching fell ows and nmaster

teachers. The student achi evenent gains nust be conpared to

the gains of students having simlar denographic

characteristics in classroons of teachers who did not receive

a teaching fell owship

Section 6. This act will be inplenented to the extent

funded in the General Appropriations Act.
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

13
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