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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 759
By Representatives Barreiro and Prieguez

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education; creating a pilot
programto enabl e school districts in specified
counties to provide students with skills in
conflict resolution, anger managenent, and
rel ated subjects and providing for devel opnent,
i mpl erent ation, and support thereof; providing
| egislative findings and intent; providing
program pur pose and enphasis; providing for
annual incentive awards from appropri at ed
funds; providing neasures for determnning
program ef fecti veness and providing for annua
reporting thereon; providing an appropriation
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Pilot programon prevention of schoo

vi ol ence. - -
(1) FINDI NGS AND | NTENT. - -The Legislature finds that
changes in society have resulted in many schools in this state

havi ng need of nore pupil personnel services, as defined in s.
228.041(9)(b), Florida Statutes, to help prevent or alleviate
conflict anong students at school and to help contribute to a

safe and cooperative |learning environnent. The Legislature

al so finds that the guidance counsel ors, school psychol ogi sts,

and social workers who currently provide such services in the

di strict schools, while occupied with the necessary and

i mportant duties assigned to them such as career counseling,

truancy followp, and testing for special class placenent, are

too few in nunber to provide all the services needed.
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1| Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature to create a

2| pilot programin a |limted nunber of school districts to

3| deternmine the effect of hiring additional guidance counsel ors,
4 | school psychol ogi sts, and social workers to provide such

5| services.

6 (2) PILOT PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT, | MPLEMENTATI ON, AND
7 | SUPPCORT. - -

8 (a) There is hereby created a 5-year pilot programto
9| enabl e the school districts in Sarasota, St. Johns, Broward,
10 | Ckal oosa, Lake, and Duval Counties to provide students with
11| skills in conflict resolution, anger managenent, buil ding

12 | effective interpersonal relationships, and behavi ora

13 | self-controls such as inpul se control, self-nonitoring, and
14 | internal achi evenent notivation.

15 (b) The Departnent of Education shall provide

16 | procedures for devel opment and i npl enentation of the pilot
17 | program and shall al so provide technical assistance and

18 | nonitoring as needed to carry out the purpose of the pilot
19 | program
20 (3) PURPCSE AND EMPHASI S. - -
21 (a) The purpose of the pilot programis to allocate
22 | incentive funding to the participating school districts to
23| hire sufficient additional pupil services personnel to:
24 1. Provide students with skills to find positive
25| solutions to conflict, teach themto accept nore persona
26 | responsibility, enable themto stay nore on task, provide them
27| with the skills necessary to interact positively with peers
28 | and those in authority, help themdeal with violent peers when
29 | they encounter them and inprove their use of critica
30 | thinking, reasoning, and probl emsolving skills.
31
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2. Reduce disciplinary referrals significantly, as

wel | as the nunber of suspensi ons and expul sions.

3. Increase the confidence of parents and conmunities

that schools are safe and effective places for |earning.

(b) The personnel eligible for hiring under the pilot

programare |limted to gui dance counsel ors, schoo

psychol ogi sts, and social workers who hold valid certificates

i ssued by the Departnent of Education under s. 231.15, Florida

Statutes. However, in hiring such personnel, each

participating school district nmust first increase the nunber

of gui dance counsel ors per student in the mddl e schools.
(4) ANNUAL | NCENTI VE AWARDS. - - From funds appropri at ed
in the General Appropriations Act each fiscal year for the

pil ot program the Conm ssioner of Education shall allocate an

incentive award for that fiscal year for each participating

school district in an anount equal to 5 percent of the

district's salary and benefits expenditure for the nobst

recently conpleted fiscal year for those gui dance counsel ors,

school psychol ogi sts, and social workers enpl oyed by the

school district during that fiscal year who held during that

enpl oynent a valid certificate i ssued by the Departnent of
Educati on under s. 231.15, Florida Statutes.

(5) MEASURI NG EFFECTI VENESS; ANNUAL REPORT. - -

(a) The effectiveness of the pilot programshall be

neasured by the core elenents of the state school report card

as evidenced by:

Reduced referrals to the school office;

Reduced truancy;

Fewer in-school and out-of-school suspensions;

Fewer drug-related incidents;

AN Ea I

Reduced weapon-rel at ed of f enses;
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1 6. Reduced incidents of violence;
2 7. Increased student acadeni c perfornance; and
3 8. Increased parent and school staff satisfaction
4 (b) Each participating school district shall collect
5| data on the effectiveness of the pilot programas provided in
6 | paragraph (a) and shall submit a report thereon by June 30
7 | each year to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the
8 | House of Representatives, and the chairs of the appropriate
9 | substantive cormmittees of the Legislature.
10 Section 2. The sumof $5.5 nmillion is appropriated
11 ) fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Education
12 | for fiscal year 2000-2001 to carry out the provisions of this
13 | act.
14 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
15
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17 HOUSE SUMVARY
18 _ . .
Creates a 5-year pilot programto _enable school districts
19 in Sarasota,” St. Johns, Broward, Okal oosa, Lake, and
Duval . Counties to provide students with skills in
20 conflict resolution, anger nmanagenent, and rel ated
subj ects and ﬂrOV|des for devel opnent, inplenentation
21 and’ support thereof b¥_the Departnent of Education
Provides |l egislative findings and intent. Provides
22 rogram pur pose and enphasi S. Provides_ for the
mm ssi oner of Education to all ocate incentive awards
23 annually to the participating school districts from funds
apProprlated for the program Provides neasures for
24 determ ni ng Progran1e feCtiveness, and_ provides for
annual rePpr |ng thereon, Provides an initial
25 appropriation. See bill for details.
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