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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 78

By Senat or Rossin

35-28-00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to judicial nomnating
comm ssions; anending s. 43.29, F.S.; requiring
appoi nting authorities to attenpt to ensure
t hat conmi ssions' nenbership is representative
of racial, ethnic, and gender diversity and
geographi c distribution of the popul ation
within the territorial jurisdiction of the
court; requiring appointing authorities to
attenpt to ensure the adequacy of
representation of counties wthin judicial
circuits; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 43.29, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

43.29 Judicial nomnating comi ssions. --

(1) Each judicial nom nating commission shall be
conposed of the follow ng

(a) Three nenber s—at—teast—one—of—whomnust—be—=a

I : ol b . . ’
appoi nted by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar from
anong The Florida Bar nenbers who are actively engaged in the
practice of lawwith offices within the territorial
jurisdiction of the affected court, or in the district or
circuit;

(b) Three el ect or s;—at—t+east—one—of—whomrnust—be—=a
rerber—of—a+actat—or—ethniec—minori-ty—grotp—or—a—woran—who
reside in the territorial jurisdiction of the court or in the
circuit appointed by the Governor; and
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(c) Three el ector s;—at—teast—one—of—whomrnust—be—=a
I : ol b . . _who
reside in the territorial jurisdiction of the court or in the
circuit and who are not nenbers of the bar of Florida
sel ected and appointed by a nmajority vote of the other six
nmenbers of the conmi ssion.

(2) No justice or judge may be a nenber of a judicial
nom nating conm ssion. A nmenber of a judicial nomnating
conmm ssion may hold public office other than judicial office.
A nmenber of a judicial nom nating commission is not eligible
for appointnent to the state judicial office for which that
conmm ssion has the authority to nake nomi nations, either
during such termof nenbership or for a period of 2 years
thereafter. Al acts of a judicial noninating conm ssion
shall be made with a concurrence of a majority of its nenbers.

(3) A nmenber of a judicial nom nating conmmi ssion shal
serve a termof 4 years and is not eligible for consecutive
reappoi ntnent. A nenber of a judicial nom nating conmi ssion
may be suspended by the Governor and renoved by the Senate for
cause pursuant to uniformrul es of procedure established by
the judicial nom nating conmm ssions consistent with s. 7, Art.
IV of the State Constitution.

(4) Each appointing authority, in naking new

appoi ntnents, shall attenpt to ensure that the nenbership of

the commission is representative of the racial, ethnic, and

gender diversity and the geographic distribution of the

popul ation within the territorial jurisdiction of the court

for which the appointnents are nade. The appointing authority

for the judicial nom nating conmi ssion for each judicial

circuit shall attenpt to ensure the adequacy of representation

of each county within the judicial circuit.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requi res. an appointing authority, when apP0|nt|n? nenber s
of a {udICIa| nom nating comm sSion, to attenpt fo ensure
he nmenbership of the commission is representative

¢, and gender diversity. and

i on of the population Within the

tion of the court. Requires such
enph to ensure the adequacy of the
e

authorities. I : { ]
county within a judicial circuit.

representati on
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