© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

ENROLLED
2000 Legislature SB 794, 1st Engrossed

An act relating to w tnesses; anending s.
90.502, F.S.; providing that a discussion or
activity that is not a neeting for purposes of
s. 286.011, F.S., does not waive the
attorney-client privilege; anending s. 90.612,
F.S.; requiring a judge to protect a witness
under a specific age during interrogation and
to restrict unnecessary repetition of
guestions; requiring that questions be stated
in a formappropriate to the age and
under st andi ng of the wi tness; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (6) is added to section 90.502,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

90.502 Lawyer-client privilege.--

(6) A discussion or activity that is not a neeting for

pur poses of s. 286.011 shall not be construed to waive the

attorney-client privilege established in this section. This

shall not be construed to constitute an exenption to either s.
119.07 or s. 286.011

Section 2. Section 90.612, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

90. 612 Mode and order of interrogation and
presentation. --

(1) The judge shall exercise reasonable control over
the node and order of the interrogation of w tnesses and the
presentation of evidence, so as to:
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(a) Facilitate, through effective interrogation and
presentation, the discovery of the truth.

(b) Avoid needl ess consunption of tine.

(c) Protect witnesses from harassnent or undue
embarrassnent .

(2) Cross-examination of a witness is limted to the
subj ect matter of the direct exam nation and natters affecting
the credibility of the witness. The court may, in its
di scretion, permt inquiry into additional natters.

(3) Leading questions should not be used on the direct
exam nation of a witness except as may be necessary to devel op
the witness's testinony. Odinarily, |eading questions should
be pernitted on cross-exam nation. Wen a party calls a
hostile wi tness, an adverse party, or a witness identified
with an adverse party, interrogation my be by |eading
guesti ons.

The judge shall take special care to protect a w tness under

age 14 fromquestions that are in a formthat cannot

reasonably be understood by a person of the age and

understandi ng of the witness, and shall take special care to

restrict the unnecessary repetition of questions.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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