Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 803

By Representatives Russell, Byrd, Murman, Stafford
Fuller, Littlefield and Kelly

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to children; providing for

3 early-intervention for certain children who are

4 born visually inpaired or blind; requiring a

5 report; providing an appropriation; providing

6 an effective date.

7

8| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

9

10 Section 1. The Legislature finds that all newborns

11 | nust have a healthy start in |life, including babies who are
12 | born visually inpaired or blind. Early-intervention services
13 | at the youngest age greatly inprove a child's chances for

14 | success in life and reduce the severity of long-term

15| disabilities resulting from babies not developing normally. It
16 | is critical to teach parents and caregivers of newborns who
17 | are born blind or with visual inpairnment the skills to assi st
18 | themso they do not miss critical devel opnental stages that
19 | are nornmal |l y dependent on vision

20 Section 2. (1) The Blind Babies Programis created

21 | within the Division of Blind Services of the Departnent of

22 | Labor and Enpl oynent Security to provide conmunity-based

23 | early-intervention education to parents and caregivers of

24 | visually inpaired or blind babies, frombirth through 5 years
25| of age, through conmunity-based provider organizations.

26 (2) The programis not an entitlenent and nust be made
27 | avail able on a neans basis only. The division shall develop a
28| formula for eligibility based on financial neans and may

29 | create a neans-based matrix to set a co-paynent fee for

30| famlies having sufficient financial neans.

31
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Section 3. The Ofice of Program Policy Analysis, and

Governnent Accountability shall conduct a review of, and

prepare a report concerning the Blind Babhies Program The

report nust be submitted by January 1, 2002, to the Governor

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives. The revi ew nust be conprehensive but, at a

m ni nrum nust specifically deternine:

(1) The progranis progress towards achieving its

est abl i shed out cones.

(2) The circunstances contributing to the programs

capacity to achieve, not achieve, or exceed its established

out cones.
(3) VWhether it will be sound public policy to continue

fundi ng the program and the consequences of discontinuing the

program
Section 4. The sumof $1 million is annually

appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Division of

Blind Services of the Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent

Security to fund the Blind Babies Program
Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUVMMARY
Creates an early-intervention Progran1for certain

visually inpaired or blind childréen. Requires a report.
Provi des an annual appropriation.
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