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By Representative C. Geen

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to student transportation

3 anendi ng ss. 234.021, 236.083, F.S.; anending

4 criteria for deternining the annual allocation

5 to each school district of funds for

6 transportation to public school prograns of

7 students who are in kindergarten through grade

8 12; requesting that state or |ocal governnental

9 entities that have jurisdiction over hazardous

10 condi ti ons make appropriate budgetary provision

11 for correcting such conditions and correct

12 t hose conditions within a reasonable tine;

13 anmending criteria used in designating a

14 hazar dous wal ki ng condi tion; providing an

15 ef fective date.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18

19 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 236.083, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:

21 236.083 Funds for student transportation.--The annua
22 | allocation to each district for transportation to public

23 | school programs of students in nmenbership in kindergarten
24 | through grade 12, in migrant and exceptional student prograns
25 | bel ow ki ndergarten, and in any other state-funded

26 | preki ndergarten program shall be determ ned as follows:

27 (1) Subject to the rules of the conmi ssioner, each
28 | district shall determ ne the nenbership of students who are
29 | transport ed:

30

31
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1 (a) By reason of living at least 1 nmile fromschool if
2]in grades K-3 or at least 2 niles er——+ote fromschool if in

3| grades 4-12;

4 (b) By reason of being students with disabilities or
5] enrolled in a teenage parent program regardl ess of distance
6| to school

7 (c) By reason of being in a state prekindergarten

8 | program regardl ess of distance from school

9 (d) By reason of being vocational, dual enrollnment, or
10 | students with disabilities transported fromone school center
11| to another to participate in an instructional program or

12 | service; or students with disabilities, transported from one
13 | designation to another in the state, provided one designation
14| is a school center and provided the student's individua

15| educational plan (IEP) identifies the need for the

16 | instructional programor service and transportation to be

17 | provided by the school district. A "school center" is defined
18 | as a public school center, public community college, public
19 | university, or other facility rented, |eased, or owned and
20 | operated by the school district or another public agency. A
21| "dual enrollnent student" is defined as a public schoo
22 | student in menbership in both a public secondary schoo
23 | program and a public community college or a public university
24 | programunder a witten agreenent to partially fulfill ss.
25| 229. 814 and 240. 115 and earning full-tine equival ent
26 | menbership under s. 236.081(1)(9);
27 (e) Wth respect to elenentary school students whose
28 | grade | evel does not exceed grade 6, by reason of being
29 | subj ected to hazardous wal ki ng conditions en route to or from
30 | school as provided in s. 234.021. Such rules shall, when
31| appropriate, provide for the determ nation of nenbership under
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this paragraph for less than 1 year to accommpdate t he needs
of students who require transportation only until such
hazar dous conditions are corrected. The state or |oca

governnental entities that have control over the hazardous

conditions are requested to nmake appropriate budgetary

al l ocations to correct such hazardous conditions within a

reasonable tine after the |local school district notifies the

responsi bl e governnental entities of the hazardous condition

and

(f) By reason of being a pregnant student or student
parent, and the child of a student parent as provided in s.
230. 23166, regardl ess of distance from school

Section 2. Section 234.021, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

234.021 Hazardous wal ki ng conditions. --

(1) DEFINITION. --As used in this section, the term
"student" neans any public el enentary school student whose
grade | evel does not exceed grade 6.

(2) | DENTIFI CATION. - -

(a) When a request for reviewis made to the district
superintendent of schools or the district superintendent's
desi gnee concerning a condition perceived to be hazardous to
students in that district who are in grades K-3 and |ive

within the 1-nile linmt, or are in grades 4-12 and live within

the 2-mle limt,and who walk to school, such condition shal
be inspected by a representative of the school district and a
representative of the local governnental entity where the
percei ved hazardous condition exists. Such representatives
shal | determi ne whether or not the condition is hazardous to
such students and shall report to the Department of Education
Wi th respect thereto. Upon a determi nation that a condition
3
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1| is hazardous to such students, the district school board shal
2| request a deternination fromthe state or |ocal governnental
3| entity having jurisdiction regardi ng whet her the hazard will
4| be corrected and, if so, regarding a projected conpletion

5] date. State funds shall be allocated for the transportation
6 | of students subjected to such hazards, provided that such

7 | funding shall cease upon correction of the hazard or upon the
8 | projected conpletion date, whichever occurs first.

9 (b) It is intended that district school boards and

10| I ocal governnental entities work cooperatively to identify

11 | conditions that whieh are hazardous to students who nust wal k
12 | to school. The H—+s—further—intended—that state or |oca

13 | governnental entities having jurisdiction are requested to

14 | nake appropriate budgetary allocations to correct such

15 | hazardous conditions within a reasonable tinme after the |l oca
16 | school district notifies the responsi bl e governmental entities
17 | of the hazardous conditions a—+easonable—periotd—of—tine.

18 (3) CRITERI A FOR DETERM NI NG HAZARDOUS WALKI NG

19 | CONDI TI ONS. - -

20 (a) Wal kways parallel to the road.--

21 1. It shall be considered a hazardous wal ki ng

22 | condition with respect to any road al ong which students nust
23 | walk in order to walk to and from school if there is not an
24 | area at—teast—4feet—wde adj acent to the road which has at
25| least a 4-foot-wi de, prepared, |evel —having—a surface that is
26 | dry under normal conditions upon which students may wal k

27 | without being required to walk on the road surface. In

28 | addition, whenever the road al ong which students nust walk is
29 | uncurbed and has a posted speed limt of 55 nmiles per hour

30 | the area as described above for students to wal k upon nust
31
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1| shatt+ be set off the road by no less than 3 feet fromthe edge
2 | of the road.

3 2. TFheprovistons—ef Subparagraph 1. does de not apply
4 | when the road al ong which students nust wal k:

5 a. Isin aresidential area that whieh has little or

6| no transient traffic;

7 b. |Is a road on which the volune of traffic is |ess

8 | than 180 vehicles per hour, per direction, during the tine

9| students wal k to and from school ; or

10 c. Is located in a residential area and has a posted
11| speed |int of 30 mles per hour or |ess.

12 (b) Wal kways perpendicular to the road.--1t shall be
13 | considered a hazardous wal king condition with respect to any
14 | road across which students nust walk in order to walk to and
15 | from school

16 1. If the traffic volume on such road exceeds the rate
17 | of 360 vehicles per hour, per direction (including all |anes),
18 | during the tinme students walk to and from school and if the

19 | crossing site is uncontrolled. As used in For—purpoeses—of this
20 | subsection, the terman "uncontrolled crossing site" neans +s
21 | defined—as an intersection or other designated crossing site
22 | where no crossing guard, traffic enforcenent officer, or stop
23| sign or other traffic control signal is present during the
24 | times students walk to and from school
25 2. If the total traffic volunme en—sueh—+oad exceeds
26 | 4,000 vehicles per hour through an intersection or other
27 | crossing site controlled by a stop sign or other traffic
28 | control signal, unless crossing guards or other traffic
29 | enforcenent officers are also present during the tines
30 | students walk to and from school
31

5
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 817
705-138-00

Traffic volune nust shatH- be deternined by the npbst current

traffic engineering study conducted by a state or |oca
gover nment al agency.
(4) Authority of the Comm ssioner of Education.--The

Conmi ssi oner of Education nmay, in response to a schoo

district's request, approve the district's designation of a

hazardous wal ki ng condition in an area that does not neet the

criteria set forth in subsection (3) if conditions in the area

pose significant safety hazards to children walking to and

fromschool as a result of exposure to:

(a) Commercial activities or traffic;

(b) Canals, |akes, or other bodies of water

(c) Construction sites, other than single-famly-hone

construction sites;

(d) High levels of crine; or

(e) Oher conditions that, considered cunul atively,

pose an unacceptable risk to children
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Amends criteria for deternlnln? t he annual allocation to
each school district funds for the transportation to

ubl i ¢ school ﬂrograns of students who are In

i ndergarten through grade 12, Provides that funds nay be
al l ocated for tranSpofting children who attend grades’ K-3
if they live at least 1 mile fromschool, or if they live
closer”and there is a haz ard ous condition on thelr
wal ki ng. route, Requests that the governnmental entity that
has jufrisdiction over a hazardous condltlon aﬂproprlate
noney for correcting the condition and nake t
correction within a’reasonable tine after_ being notified
of the condition. Anmends criteria for designating a
condition as a "hazardous wal ki ng condi ti on.
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