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HB 825, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to postsecondary |inkage
institutes; anmending s. 288.8175, F.S.
transferring responsibility for |inkage
i nstitutes between postsecondary institutions
and foreign countries fromthe Departnent of
Education to the Departnent of State;
correcting cross references; nodifying
appropriations requirenents; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 288.8175, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

288.8175 Linkage institutes between postsecondary
institutions in this state and foreign countries.--

(1) As used in this section, the term"departnent”

neans the Departnent of State.
(2)tr There are created, within the departnent ef
BEdueat+on, Florida |inkage institutes. A prinmary purpose of

these institutes is to assist in the devel opnent of stronger
econom ¢, cultural, educational,and social ties between this

state and strategic foreign countries through the pronotion of
expanded public and private dial ogue on cooperative research
and techni cal assistance activities, increased bilatera
commerce, student and faculty exchange, cultural exchange, and
t he enhancenent of |anguage training skills between the
postsecondary institutions in this state and those of sel ected
foreign countries. Each institute nust ensure that mnority
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students are afforded an equal opportunity to participate in
t he exchange prograns.
(3) 2y Each institute nust be governed by an
agreenent, approved by the departnent ef—Education, between
the State University Systemand the Florida Community Coll ege
Systemwi th the counterpart organi zati on ef—hi-gher—education
in a the foreign country. Each institute nmust report to the
departnment regarding its programactivities, expenditures, and
policies.
(4) 3y Each institute nust be co-administered in this
state by a university-conmunity coll ege partnership, as
desi gnated in subsection(5)4), and nust have a private
sector and public sector advisory comrittee. The advisory
commi ttee nust be representative of the internationa
education and conmercial interests of the state and nmay have
nmenbers who are native to the foreign country partner. Six
nmenbers nust be appointed by the departnent ef—Eduecation. The
departnment nust appoint at |east one nenber who is an
i nternational educator. The presidents, or their designees,
of the participating university and community coll ege nust
al so serve on the advisory committee
(5)t4)y The institutes are:
(a) Florida-Brazil Institute (University of Florida
and M am - Dade Comrunity Coll ege).
(b) Florida-Costa Rica Institute (Florida State
Uni versity and Val encia Community Coll ege).
(c) Florida Caribbean Institute (Florida Internationa
Uni versity and Daytona Beach Conmunity Coll ege).
(d) Florida-Canada Institute (University of Centra
Fl ori da and Pal m Beach Juni or Col |l ege).
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(e) Florida-China Institute (University of West
Florida, University of South Florida, and Brevard Comrunity
Col | ege).

(f) Florida-Japan Institute (University of South
Florida, University of Wst Florida, and St. Petersburg
Community Col |l ege).

(g) Florida-France Institute (NewCetHege—of—the
University of South Florida, M an -Dade Community Coll ege, and
Florida State University).

(h) Florida-lsrael Institute (Florida Atlantic
University and Broward Conmunity Col |l ege).

(i) Florida-Wst Africa Institute (Florida
Agricul tural and Mechanical University, University of North
Florida, and Florida Conmunity Coll ege at Jacksonville).

(j) Florida-Eastern Europe Institute (University of
Central Florida and Lake Sunter Community Coll ege).

(k) Florida-Mexico Institute (Florida International
University and Pol k Community Coll ege).

(6) 5y Each institute is allowed to exenpt froms.
240. 1201 up to 25 full-tinme equival ent students per year from
the respective host countries to study in any of the state
universities or community colleges in this state as resident
students for tuition purposes. The institute directors shal
develop criteria, to be approved by the departnment ef
Edueation, for the selection of these students. Students nust
return honme within 3 years after their tenure of graduate or
undergraduate study for a length of tinme equal to their
exenpti on period.

(7)t6) Each state university and community coll ege
| inkage institute partner may enter into an agreenent for a
student exchange program that requires that the tuition and
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fees of a student who is enrolled in a state university or
community college and who is participating in an exchange
program be paid to the university or community college while
the student is participating in the exchange program The
agreenent may also require that the tuition and fees of a
student who is enrolled in a postsecondary institution in a
foreign country and who is participating in an exchange
program be paid to the foreign institution of enrollnent.

(8)¢t# No later than 60 days before every regul ar
session of the Legislature, the departnment ef—FEduecation shal
present to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
President of the Senate, and the minority | eaders of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a review of |inkage
institute programactivity, criteria for their operation
accountability standards, recomended funding |levels, and
reconmendati ons for establishing, nmaintaining, or abolishing
linkage institutes. The criteria shall be developed in
consultation with Enterprise Florida, Inc. The criteria nust
i nclude, but need not be limted to, the purpose stated in
subsecti on(2) H-and:

(a) The inportance of economic, political, and social
ties between this state and the country or region

(b) The potential for growth and expansi on of
commerci al, educational, and cultural Iinks.

(c) The viability of regionally oriented, rather than
country-specific, |linkages, based on historical or energing
regi onal econonic or political trading blocs.

(9)8) Alinkage institute may not be created or
funded except upon the recomendation of the departnent of
Edueation and except by anendnent to this section
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1 (10) {9y The departnent ef—Education shall review and
2 | make linkage-institute budget requests to the Governor and the
3| Legislature. State appropriations for institutes created under
4| this section may fust be made by a single lunp-sumline item
5] to the departnent, which may must apportion the funds anong
6| the various institutes in accordance with criteria established
7 | by the departnent.
8 (11) ¢36) Linkage institutes may al so accept and
9 | adm ni ster noneys provided by the departnent ef—State for
10 | research and devel oprment of international trade. The
11 | depart nent Seeretary—of—State shall, by March 1, report to the
12 | Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
13 | House of Representatives in each year in which the departnent
14 | ef—State has provi ded noneys for a |inkage institute. The
15| report nust detail the purpose of the expenditure by the
16 | departnent ef—State and the use of the nobneys by the |inkage
17 | institutes and nust include a copy of the research docunents
18 | or related materials produced, if any.
19 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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