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1

2 An act relating to the Golden Gate Fire Contro
3 and Rescue District, Collier County; providing
4 for codification of special |aws regarding

5 special districts; providing that the district
6 i s an i ndependent special district; providing

7 | egislative intent; providing for applicability
8 of chapters 191 and 189, F.S., and other

9 general laws; providing a district charter

10 provi di ng boundaries; providing for a district
11 board; providing authority of the board;

12 providing for staff; providing duties and

13 powers of the board; providing for elections to
14 t he board; providing salary of board nenbers;
15 providing for renoval of board nenbers;

16 providing for revenue raising; providing for

17 increasing mllage; providing for taxation

18 providing findings; providing for capita

19 i mprovenent inpact fees; providing
20 severability; providing for |ibera
21 construction; providing that this act shal
22 t ake precedence over any conflicting law to the
23 extent of such conflict; reenacting, anending,
24 repeal ing, and codi fying chapters 67-1240,
25 79-443, 82-284, 84-413, 85-403, 87-498, 88-508,
26 88-512, 88-519, 89-451, 90-435, and 91- 363,
27 Laws of Florida; providing an effective date.
28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31
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Section 1. Intent.--Pursuant to sections 189.429 and
191. 015, Florida Statutes, this act constitutes the
codification of all special acts relating to the Gol den Gate

Fire Control and Rescue District. It is the intent of the

Legislature in enacting this |law to provide a single,

conpr ehensi ve special act charter for the district, including

all current legislative authority granted to the district by

its several legislative enactnents, and to conformthe charter

to chapter 191, Florida Statutes, the Independent Special Fire

control District Act, and other provisions of general |aw.
Section 2. Codification.--Chapters 67-1240, 79-443,
82-284, 84-413, 85-403, 87-498, 88-508, 88-512, 88-519,
89-451, 90-435, and 91-363, Laws of Florida, relating to the
CGol den Gate Fire Control and Rescue District, are codified,
reenact ed, anended, and repeal ed as herein provided.
Section 3. Charter.--The charter for the Golden Gate
Fire Control and Rescue District is re-recreated and reenacted

to read:
ARTI CLE |
Preanbl e
Section 1.01 This act establishes a charter for the
Gol den Gate Fire Control and Rescue District, which district
was created by chapter 82-284, Laws of Florida. The district

shal | be deened created by said chapter for all purposes.

Section 1.02 This act supersedes and repeal s al

previous special acts relating to the Golden Gate Fire Contro

and Rescue District and sets forth within this charter those

matters, as applicable, which are covered by such previous

speci al acts. Amendnents to this district charter nmay be made

only by special act of the Legislature. This act shall be
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construed so as to preserve to the district all powers

previously granted.

Section 1.03 The district is organi zed and exists for

all purposes set forth in this act and chapters 189 and 191

Florida Statutes, as they may be anended fromtine to tine.

Al provisions of chapters 189 and 191, Florida Statutes, and

all power and authority granted thereunder are hereby

applicable to the Golden Gate Fire Control and Rescue
District.

ARTI CLE 1|
Nanme of district
Section 2.01 The nane of the district shall be: Golden
Gate Fire Control and Rescue District.
Section 2.02 The district shall be an i ndependent

special district of the State of Florida and a body corporate

and politic.

ARTI CLE 111
Boundaries of the district

Section 3.01 The district shall include the foll ow ng

descri bed | ands:

Townshi p 48 South, Range 26 East, Sections 25,
26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, 36.

Townshi p 48 South, Range 27 East, Sections 29,
30, 31, 32.

Townshi p 49 South, Range 26 East, Sections 1
2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20,
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, 36.
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Townshi p 49 South, Range 27 East, Sections 1

2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27,
28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36.

Townshi p 49 South, Range 28 East, Sections 4,
5 6, 7, 8, 9, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 28, 29,
30, 31, 32, 33.

Townshi p 50 South, Range 26 East, Sections 2,
3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16.

Section 3.02 1In the event that any area, tract, or

parcel of land within the boundaries of the district shal

hereafter becone annexed to a nmunicipality, such area, tract,

or parcel of land shall be regarded as renpved fromthe

district as of the next January 1 foll owing such annexati on

for the purpose of the levy of general ad val oremtaxes by the

district. On and after the effective date of annexation, the

district shall be relieved of providing fire service to the

annexed area. The nunicipality and the district nmay reach an

agreenent to deternine what portion, if any, of the existing

i ndebt edness or property of the district shall be assuned by

the nmunicipality of which the annexed territory will becone a

part, the fair value of such indebtedness or property, and the

manner of transfer and financing. Nothing herein shall relieve

the property annexed fromthe paynent of general obligation

debt service incurred by the district before annexation
ARTI CLE |1V
Powers of the district
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Section 4.01 The district board of conm ssi oners shal

have the authority and responsibility for and on behal f of the

people residing, visiting, or passing through the district to

establish, equip, operate, and naintain a fire departnent and

rescue service, including, but not linited to, providing fire

hydrants or other types of water supply, buildings for housing

fire equi pnrent and personnel, training facilities for fire and

rescue, and other buil dings deened necessary by the district

board to provide adequate protection fromunwanted fire and to

carry out rescue operations. The district board shall have the

authority to accept gifts or donations of equi pnent or nopney

for use by the district. The district board shall have the

authority to purchase, |lease, sell, exchange, or otherw se

acquire and di spose of property intended for use by the

district and to borrow noney, issue bonds, and enter into term

i ndebt edness, provided reputable institutions or conpanies are

used and provided all agreenents are within the | aws of the

State of Florida. In addition, the district board shall have

the authority to extend its services beyond the district

boundaries, provided it is in cooperation with another

governnental entity, whether federal, state, county, or

nuni ci pal
Section 4.02 The district board shall have the
authority to provide a paid staff to carry out its

responsibilities. This staff shall serve at the pleasure of

the district board. The district board shall al so have the

authority to pronulgate rules and regulations related to fire

prevention and life safety, and to take whatever steps

necessary to enforce these rules and regul ati ons. These rul es

and regul ations shall have the sane force and effect as |aw 10

days after copies thereof, executed by the district board
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president and secretary, have been posted in at |east three

public pl aces.

Section 4.03 The duties and powers of the board of

conmi ssioners shall be as set forth in this act and chapter

191, Florida Statutes, as they nay be anended fromtine to

tinme.

ARTI CLE V
Gover ni ng board

Section 5.01 Pursuant to chapter 98-489, Laws of

Fl orida, and as previously approved by referendumvote of the

qualified electors of the district, the district shall be

governed by a district board consisting of three comni ssioners

who are residents of the district.

Section 5.02 |In accordance with section 191. 005,

Florida Statutes, the board shall be elected in nonpartisan

el ections by the electors of the district. Except as provided

in this act and in chapter 191, Florida Statutes, such

el ections shall be held at the tine and in the nmanner

prescribed by | aw for hol ding general elections in accordance
with section 189.405(2)(a) and (3), Florida Statutes, and each
nmenber shall be elected for a termof 4 years and serve unti

t he menber's successor assunes office. Candi dates for the

board shall qualify with the Collier County Supervisor of

El ecti ons. Each candi date for a seat on the board shal

designate, at the tine the candidate qualifies, the seat on

the board for which the candidate is qualifying. The cost of

such el ections shall be paid fromfunds of the district.

Section 5.03 It shall be considered a conflict of

i nterest and unlawful for board nenbers to enter into any type

of agreenment with the district which will bring about

personal, nonetary, or other gain, or to individually
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interfere with the day-to-day operations of the district
staff.
Section 5.04 |In accordance with section 191. 005,

Florida Statutes, nenbers of the board may each be paid, from

the funds of the district, a salary or honorariumfor his or

her services in an anobunt not to exceed $500 per nonth for

each nenber. |In addition, nenbers may be rei nbursed for travel

and per di em expenses as provided in section 112.061, Florida

St at ut es.
Section 5.05 The district board shall renobve any

menber who has three consecutive, unexcused absences from

regul arly schedul ed neetings. The board shall adopt policies

by resol ution defining excused and unexcused absences.
ARTI CLE VI
Fi nances

Section 6.01 The powers, functions, and duties of the

district regarding ad val oremtaxation, bond i ssuance, other

revenue-raising capabilities, budget preparation and approval,

|iens and foreclosure of |iens, use of tax deeds and tax

certificates as appropriate for non-ad val orem assessnents,

and contractual agreenents, and the nmethods for financing the

district and for collecting non-ad val orem assessnents, fees,

or service charges, shall be as set forth in this act, in
chapters 170, 189, 191, and 197, Florida Statutes, and in any
appl i cabl e general or special |aw as they may be anended from

tine to tine.

Section 6.02 The district board shall annually nmake an

item zed estinmate of the ampunt of noney required to carry out

the provisions of this act for the next fiscal year, which

shall be from October 1 to and including the next succeedi ng

Sept enber 30, which estinmate shall show for what purpose the
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1| noneys are required and the anpbunt necessary to be raised by
2| taxation within the district.

3 Section 6.03 The total millage for the district shal
4] not exceed 1 nmill in any one fiscal year. However, the total
5| mllage may be increased pursuant to section 191.009, Florida
6| Statutes, after such increase has been approved by referendum
7 Section 6.04 Taxes herein provided for shall be
8 | assessed and collected in the sane manner as provided for the
9 | assessnent and collection of county taxes and subject to the
10 | sane conmi ssion and fees for assessing and collecting as for
11| the assessnent and collection of county taxes.
12 Section 6.05 All warrants for the paynent of |abor
13 | equi pnent, materials, and ot her allowabl e expenses incurred by
14 | the district board in carrying out the provisions of this act
15| shall be payabl e on accounts and vouchers approved by the
16 | district board.
17 Section 6.06 It is the responsibility of the district
18 | board to provi de adequate bonding to protect the assets of the
19 | district. The district nay issue general obligation bonds,
20 | assessnent bonds, revenue bonds, notes, bond anticipation
21| notes, or other evidences of indebtedness in accordance wth
22 | section 191.012, Florida Statutes.
23 Section 6.07 The district board shall allow for the
24 | collection of inpact fees for capital inprovenent on new
25| construction within the district.
26 (1)(a) It is hereby found and deternmined that Collier
27 | County is located in one of the fastest growing areas in the
28 | nation. New construction and resulting population growth is
29 | placing a strain upon the capabilities of the district to
30| continue to provide the high | evel of professional fire
31
8
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protection and rel ated energency services for which the

residents of the district pay and which they deserve.

(b) It is readily apparent that additional equi pment

and facilities will be needed to neet the expanded conmerci al

and residential growmh within the district, at a cost beyond

t hat which can be provided fromcurrent and antici pated ad

val orem tax revenues assessed, coll ected, and received by the

district.
(c) It is hereby declared that the cost of new

facilities and equi pnent for fire protection and rel ated

ener gency services shall be borne by new users of the

district's services to the extent that new constructi on

requires new facilities and equi pnent, but only to that

ext ent.
(d) It is therefore the legislative intent of this

section to transfer to the new user of the district's fire

protection and rel ated energency services a fair share of the

costs that new users inpose on the district for new

facilities.
(e) It is hereby declared that the anpbunts of inpact

fees for capital inprovenent provided for in this section are

just, reasonable, and equitable.

(2) No person shall issue or obtain a building permt

for newresidential dwelling units or new comercial or

i ndustrial structures within the district, or issue or obtain

construction plan approval for new nobile hone devel opnents

|l ocated within the district, until the devel oper thereof shal

have paid the applicable inpact fee for capital inprovenent to

the district hereinafter set forth.

(3) Inpact fees for capital inprovenent to be assessed

and col | ected hereunder shall be as follows, unless revised

9
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pursuant to the provisions of section 191.009(4), Florida

St at ut es:
(a) Each new residential dwelling unit: $0.15 per

square foot of living area.

(b) New commercial or industrial structures: $0.30 per

square foot of usable area.

(c) New nobile hone devel oprnents: $0. 15 per square

foot of pernmitted living area.

Living area" shall be defined as that area of any structure

that is covered by a roof. "Pernmitted |living area" neans 25

percent of the area covered by the individual |ots.

(4) For the purpose of this section, each unit of any

multifamily structure, whether it be a duplex, triplex,

cooperative apartment, or condonminiumor sinilar type

structure shall be considered and constitute a residenti al

dwel ling unit.

(5) For purposes of this section, notels, hotels,

shoppi ng centers, churches, nursing honmes, hospitals,

congregate living facilities (when not part of an actua

resi dence), schools, fraternal |odges, veterans' |odges, or

simlar type structures shall be considered comerci al

structures.
(6) Inpact fees for capital inprovenent coll ected by

the district pursuant to this section shall be kept and

nmai ntai ned as a separate fund from other revenues of the

district and shall be used exclusively for the acquisition

purchase, or construction of new facilities and equi prent, or

portions thereof, required to provide fire protection and

rel ated energency services to new construction

10
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New facilities and equi pnent" neans | and, buildings, and

capital equiprment, including, but not limted to, such fire

and energency vehicles and communi cati ons equi pnent as nay,

fromtine to tine, be deenmed necessary by the district to

provide fire protection and rel ated energency services to the

areas of new construction.

(7) The inpact fees for capital inprovenent coll ected

her eunder shall not be used for the acquisition, purchase, or

construction of facilities or equi pnent which nust be obtai ned

in any event to neet the needs of the district, regardl ess of
growh within the district.
(8) The district board shall mmintain adequate records

to ensure that inpact fees for capital inprovenent collected

her eunder are expended only for pernmissible new facilities or

equi pnent .
(9) The inpact fee for capital inprovenent called for

in this section may be reduced by 50 percent if the owner of

the pernmitted structure will install fire sprinklers in

accordance with NFPA Panphl et 13, unless such fire sprinklers

are mandated or required to be installed by any | ocal, state,

or federal law, rule, ordinance, statute, or fire code.
ARTI CLE VI |
M scel | aneous

Section 7.01 Al contracts, obligations, rules,

resolutions, or policies of any nature existing on the date of

enactnent of this act shall remain in full force and effect,

and this act shall in no way affect the validity of such

contracts, obligations, rules, resolutions, or policies.

Section 7.02 This act shall not affect the terns of

office of the present district board, nor shall it affect the

11
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terns and conditions of enploynent of any enpl oyees of the

di strict.
Section 7.03 Requirenents for financial disclosure,

neeting notices, reporting, public records maintenance, and

pl anni ng shall be as set forth in this act and in chapters
189, 191, and 286, Florida Statutes, as they may be anmended
fromtine to tine.

Section 4. Repeal of prior special acts.--Chapter
67-1240, Laws of Florida; subsection (3) of section 2 of
chapter 79-443, Laws of Florida; chapter 82-284, Laws of
Fl orida; chapter 84-413, Laws of Florida; chapter 85-403, Laws
of Florida; chapter 87-498, Laws of Florida; chapter 88-508,
Laws of Florida; chapter 88-512, Laws of Florida; section 2 of
chapter 88-519, Laws of Florida; chapter 89-451, Laws of
Fl orida; chapter 90-435, Laws of Florida; and chapter 91-363,
Laws of Florida, are repealed 10 days after the effective date

of this act.

Section 5. Severability.--1t is declared to be the

intent of the Legislature that if any section, subsection

sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this act is for any

reason held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of

conpetent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deened a

separate, distinct, and i ndependent provision, and such

hol di ng shall not affect the validity of the remaining

portions hereof.

Section 6. Liberal construction.--The provisions of

this act shall be liberally construed in order to effectively

carry out the purposes of this act in the interest of the

public health, welfare, and safety of the citizens served by
the district.
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Section 7. Conflict.--In the event of a conflict of

any provision of this act with the provisions of any other

act, the provisions of this act shall control to the extent of

such conflict.

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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