Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HR 9019
By Representative Turnbul

1 House Resol ution

2 A resol ution recogni zing Elaine Gordon for her

3 many years of service to the State of Florida

4

5 VWHEREAS, El ai ne Gordon served the citizens of

6 | Mani -Dade County and the State of Florida with honor and

7| distinction as a nmenber of the Florida House of

8 | Representatives from 1972 to 1994, and

9 WHEREAS, El ai ne Gordon was an acknow edged trail bl azer
10| for wonen, spearheading the effort to pass the Equal Rights
11 | Arendnent, advocating nunerous legislative initiatives to

12 | preserve and advance rights for wonen, wi nning repeal of the
13| Disabilities of Marriage Act, pronoting the protection of

14 | wonen t hrough child support enforcenent and donestic viol ence
15| legislation, and being the first wonman inducted into the

16 | Florida Wnen's Hall of Fane and the first recipient of the
17 | Florida United Way Humanitarian Award, and

18 WHEREAS, El ai ne Gordon achi eved nmmj or positions of

19 | leadership in Florida, serving as the chair of the Comittee
20| on Health and Rehabilitative Services (1976-1978, 1980-1982),
21| the scope of which included all human service prograns and the
22 | Departnment of Corrections; as Chair of the Conmittee on House
23 | Administration (1978-1980); and as the first wonman Speaker pro
24 | tenpore (1984-1986), while at the sanme tine serving as chair
25| of the subconmittee on appropriations that considered the

26 | budget of the Departnent of Health and Rehabilitative Services
27 | and rel ated agenci es (1982-1988, 1990-1992), and

28 WHEREAS, El ai ne Gordon was a public servant with many
29 | and diverse interests that included serving on the state's

30| first conprehensive water quality comrittee and on a joint

31| conmittee on prison overcrowdi ng, and
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WHEREAS, El ai ne Gordon was an out spoken and passi onate
voice for Florida's underrepresented, sponsoring and passing
| egislation to protect and serve children, the elderly,
victins of crinmes, and the nentally ill, and

WHEREAS, El ai ne Gordon was one of the chanpions of
Florida's landmark 1989 hate crinmes | aw which served as a
nodel for the nation, and

WHEREAS, El ai ne Gordon was nuch bel oved and respected
by her coll eagues and the staff of the Florida House of
Representatives, and has been described as |oyal,
conpassi onate, and committed, attentive to those |ess
fortunate, a nentor to many, a devoted w fe, |oving nother
and cherished friend, but, nost of all, as selfless and
determi ned to do what was right and best for others, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives hereby recogni zes and
commenorates the life of Elaine Gordon for her nany
contributions to the betternent of the State of Florida and
expresses its sincere condolences to her famly, friends, and
adnmirers.
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