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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HR 9061
By Representatives Lacasa Fesnﬁy,lLogan, Rubi 0, Garci a,
il1Ta

Cantens, R Diaz de la Portilla, obos, Barreiro,
Prieguez, Betancourt and Rojas

House Resol ution
A resolution urging the United States
Departnent of Justice to suspend its efforts to
deport Elian Gonzalez, to allow Elian Gonzal ez
the opportunity to petition for asylum and to
permt a determ nation of custody proceedings
for Elian Gonzal ez which take into account his
best interests.

WHEREAS, Elizabeth Rodriguez, twenty-eight years of
age, and her five-year-old son, Elian Gonzalez, attenpted to
fl ee conmuni st Cuba by crossing the Straits of Florida on a
smal | vessel, and

WHEREAS, Elizabeth Rodri guez perished when the vesse
sank in the waters off the coast of Florida, but her son
Eli an Gonzal ez, survived the perilous crossing, and

WHEREAS, upon being rescued by fishernen, Elian
Gonzal ez was taken into custody by the Federal Governnent of
the United States, and

WHEREAS, the United States Departnment of Justice has
refused to allow Elian Gonzalez to petition for asylumin the
United States and has steadfastly attenpted to deport the
child and return himto Cuba, and

WHEREAS, throughout the course of the contentious |ega
proceedi ngs to deport Elian Gonzalez to Cuba by the United
States Departnent of Justice, the best interests of the child
have been unjustly ignored, NON THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:
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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HR 9061
574-170- 00

That the House of Representatives of the State of
Florida urges the United States Departnent of Justice to
suspend indefinitely its efforts to deport Elian Gonzal ez, to
all ow Eli an Gonzal ez the opportunity to petition for asylum
and to pernmit a determnation of custody proceedings for Elian
Gonzal ez which takes into account the best interests of the
chi | d.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this resolution
be transmtted to the President of the United States, the
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Attorney General of the United States, and to each nenber of
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the Florida delegation to the United States Congress.
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