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By Representative Kil ner

1 House Resol ution

2 A resolution congratulating the First Bapti st

3 Church of Canpbellton on the occasion of its

4 175t h anni versary.

5

6 WHEREAS, three nonths after John Quincy Adans had begun
7| his presidency and 20 years before Florida would attain

8 | statehood, First Baptist Church of Canpbellton was established
9| on March 12, 1825, as Bethl ehem M ssionary Baptist Church

10 | today the ol dest Baptist church in the state, and

11 WHEREAS, holding their first service on March 13, the
12| 19 charter nenbers imediately called the Reverend E. W

13| Callaway to serve as pastor of the eager congregation, and

14 WHEREAS, as early as 1826, a search was begun for a

15| site on which to | ocate a neetinghouse, but it was not unti
16 | 1852 that 10 acres of |and were purchased for the sum of $50,
17 | with a provision being nmade for a public school to be erected
18 | on the property, and

19 WHEREAS, the first neetinghouse was nade of |ogs and
20 | the congregati on was segregated by gender, with wonen on one
21| side and nmen on the other, but the fellowship was diverse,

22 | conprised of |andowners, slaves, and the poor, and

23 WHEREAS, the rich history of the church includes many
24 | notable "firsts" which exenplify its zeal for outreach, as

25 | evidenced by the Novenber 12, 1825, establishnent of its first
26 | mission on the bluff of the Apal achicola River at

27 | Chattahoochee; fornmation of the first femal e nissionary

28 | society in Florida in 1848; sponsorship in 1865 of the First
29 | Graceville Mssion, a fellowship which continues today as

30 | Damascus Baptist Church; and, a nmilestone in the |ife of the
31
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1| church, the change fromnonthly services to full-tinme services
2| in 1953, and

3 WHEREAS, on March 12, 2000, First Baptist Church of

4 | Canpbel lton celebrated the 175th anniversary of its existence,
5| NOW THEREFORE,

6

7| Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
8 | Fl orida:

9

10 That the House of Representatives pauses in its

11 | deliberations to congratul ate the nenbers of the ol dest

12 | Baptist Church in Florida, the First Baptist Church of

13 | Canpbel Iton, on the occasion of its 175th anniversary and to
14 | express its sincere appreciation for the continued comm t nent
15| of the congregation to a mnistry initiated in 1825 by 19

16 | stalwart nenbers of the comunity.

17 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
18 | be presented to the Reverend Lut her Punphrey as a tangible
19 | token of the sentinents expressed herein.
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