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By Representative Levine

1 House Resol ution

2 A resol ution conenorating the inaugural season

3 of NCAA Division | college football at Florida

4 Atl antic University.

5

6 WHEREAS, Florida Atlantic University, a nenber of the
7| State University System was established in 1961 and opened
8|its doors to students in 1964, and

9 WHEREAS, with an 850-acre canpus in Boca Raton, and

10 | nunerous ot her satellite canpuses throughout South Florida,
11| Florida Atlantic University has a total enrollnent of 23,000
12 | students, with nore than 66,000 Florida Atlantic University
13 | al umi, and

14 WHEREAS, on Septenber 29, 1999, a new phase of Florida
15| Atlantic University's history began w th groundbreaking

16 | cerenpnies for the Tom Oxley Athletic Center on the Boca Raton
17 | canpus, and

18 WHEREAS, construction of the 61, 000-square-foot, $8

19| nmllion athletic center pronises not only a trenendous |eap
20| forward for all athletics prograns at Florida Atlantic

21| University, but signifies the commencenent of Florida Atlantic
22 | University's participation in NCAA Division | college

23| football, beginning with the 2001 season, and

24 WHEREAS, funded through private donations, which

25 included a $4 mllion donation fromthe center's nanesake, Tom
26 | Oxley, the athletic center, which is schedul ed for conpletion
27 | by Septenber 1, 2000, will not only be a state-of-the-art

28 | center for Florida Atlantic University's devel opi ng foot bal
29 | program but will also be hone to Florida Atlantic

30| University's other Division | athletic teans, and

31
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VHEREAS, in addition to the construction of the Tom
Oxley Athletic Center, Florida Atlantic University's
whol e-hearted comitnment to a successful football programis
evi denced by securing one of the country's nobst renowned
col l ege football coaches, Howard Schnel | enberger, as Speci al
Assistant to the Director of Athletics for Football Operations
for the university, and

WHEREAS, Howard Schnel | enberger is nost w dely known as
the forner head coach for the University of Mam who in 1979
signed a 5-year contract with the university that contained a
stipul ati on which provided that, if the university did not win
an NCAA national chanpionship within 5 years, the school would
elimnate its football program and

WHEREAS, Coach Schnel | enberger not only produced the
nati onal chanpionship in 1983, but also laid the solid
foundati on on which the University of Manm football program
still stands, and

WHEREAS, besides his | egendary career at the University
of Mam, Howard Schnel |l enberger was an of fensive coach for
the National Football League's M ani Dol phins who, during the
1970' s under Head Coach Don Shul a, hel ped | ead the Dol phins to
three strai ght Super Bow appearances, including their victory
in Super Bow VII, the culmnation of their | egendary 17-0
perfect season, and also directed the offense at the
University of Alabama for 5 years under Head Coach Paul "Bear"
Bryant, with a record of 39-4 and three national
chanpi onshi ps, and

WHEREAS, the construction of the Tom Oxley Athletic
Center and the hiring of Howard Schnel |l enberger as Speci al
Assistant to the Director of Athletics for Football Operations
are auspi ci ous beginnings for the football programat Florida
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1| Atlantic University that evince a conmitnent to excellence and
2| a determnation to be conpetitive in what has becone the
3| leading state in the nation for achievenent in college
4 | football, NOW THEREFORE,
5
6| Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
7| Florida:
8
9 That the House of Representatives of the State of
10| Florida hereby congratulates Florida Atlantic University on
11 ] its entry into NCAA Division | college football conpetition.
12 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this resolution
13 | be presented to Florida Atlantic University President Anthony
14 |1 J. Catanese, Director of Athletics TomCargill, Vice President
15| for Student Affairs Emanuel Newsone, Special Assistant to the
16 | Director of Athletics for Football Operations Howard
17 | Schnel | enberger, and Florida Atlantic University al unmus and
18 | benefactor Tom Oxl ey, as a tangi ble token of the sentinents
19 | expressed herein.
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