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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 916

By Senator Sullivan

22-624-00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the operation of soundmaki ng
devices in vehicles; anending s. 316. 3045,
F.S.; providing that the unlawful operation of
a soundneki ng device in a vehicle is a noving
violation rather than a nonnovi ng violation
providing for points to be assessed against the
driver's license of a person who unlawfully
operates a soundnaki ng device in a vehicle;
requiring the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and
Mot or Vehicles to inpound the vehicle of
certain persons cited for unlawful ly operating
a soundneki ng device in a vehicle; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 316.3045, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

316. 3045 Qperation of radios or other nechanica
soundneki ng devices or instrunents in vehicles; exenptions.--
(1) It is unlawful for any person operating or
occupying a notor vehicle on a street or highway to operate or
anplify the sound produced by a radio, tape player, or other

nechani cal soundnmaki ng device or instrunent fromwi thin the
not or vehicle so that the sound is:

(a) Plainly audible at a distance of 100 feet or nore
fromthe notor vehicle; or

(b) Louder than necessary for the convenient hearing
by persons inside the vehicle in areas adjoining churches,
school s, or hospitals.
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(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
any | aw enforcenment notor vehicle equipped with any
communi cati on device necessary in the performance of |aw
enforcenent duties or to any energency vehicle equi pped with
any conmmuni cation device necessary in the performance of any
ener gency procedures.

(3) The provisions of this section do not apply to
not or vehicles used for business or political purposes, which
in the nornmal course of conducting such busi ness use
soundneki ng devices. The provisions of this subsection shal
not be deened to prevent |l ocal authorities, with respect to
streets and hi ghways under their jurisdiction and within the
reasonabl e exercise of the police power, fromregulating the
time and nmanner in which such business may be oper at ed.

(4) The provisions of this section do not apply to the
noi se nade by a horn or other warning device required or
permtted by s. 316.271. The Departnent of H ghway Safety and
Mot or Vehicles shall adopt premutgate rules defining the term
"plainly audible" and establish standards regardi ng how sound
shoul d be neasured by | aw enforcenent personnel who enforce
the provisions of this section.

(5) Any person who viol at es Avioetatien—of this
section comm ts {s—anoererimral—t+raff+einfraction-

puni-shable—as a novi ng nenrevinAg vi ol ati on, puni shabl e as
provided in chapter 318, and shall have 3 points assessed

against his or her driver's license as set forth in s. 322.27.

The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicl es shal

i mpound the vehicle of any person who is cited for a third or

subsequent violation of this section
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des that unlawfully OBeratlng a radi o or_other
soundnaki ng device in a’vehicle iS a noving violation

rat her than a nonnpving violation., ProvideS for 3 points
to be assessed against 'the driver's |icense of a person
who unlawfully operates a radio or soundnaki ng device in
a vehicle. Requires that the Departnment of H ghway Safety
and Motor Vehicles inpound the vehicle of a pérsoh who i§
cited three or nore tines for unlawfully operating a
radi o or soundnaki ng device in a vehicle.
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