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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HR 9175
By Representative Betancourt

House Resol uti on
A resol ution recogni zing the inportance of
i nternational education in Florida.

WHEREAS, in 1979, the President's Conmi ssion on Foreign
Language and International Studies concluded that "nothing
less is at issue than the nation's security" if neasures are
not taken to increase the international understanding and
conpetencies of United States citizens, and, sone 20 years
|ater, world events bear out the still-relevant nature of such
a finding, and

WHEREAS, in Florida, foreign direct investnent totaled
$29.6 billion in 1997, and nore than 1.4 nmillion persons who
were not United States citizens lived in the state; in 1998,
Florida's international merchandi se trade vol une was al nost
$70 billion, and there were nore than 9 mllion internationa
visitors to the state; and in 1999 nore than 803
internationally affiliated conpanies |located in Florida
enpl oyed nore than 44,000 workers, truths which enphasi ze the
i nportance both of international trade on the state's econony
and of a citizenry equi pped with the know edge and cultura
and deci sionmaking skills vital in neeting the challenges of a
conpetitive world nmarket, and

VWHEREAS, the Florida Consortiumfor Internationa
Education, established in 1977, has pronoted international
educational prograns at the state's comunity coll eges and
universities for nore than 20 years, and nost of these
institutions have devel oped one or nore conponents of such
prograns, which include | anguage studies, the pronotion of
gl obal awar eness, the infusion of international dinmensions
into on-canpus curricula, the enrollnment of internationa
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students, opportunities for students and faculty alike to
study abroad, international technical assistance projects, and
| inkages with institutions, agencies, and governnents in other
countries, and
VWHEREAS, the enroll nment of international students in
United States institutions provides their Anerican classnates
exposure to other cultures and perspectives, and, conversely,
t he experiences of foreign students, many of whomw || be
| eaders in their respective nations, have the potential for
devel opi ng favorable attitudes towards the United States, and
WHEREAS, a study abroad or faculty exchange program
offers the participant an excellent opportunity to experience
the life and culture of another people, thus providing
know edge and insights into differing perspectives and val ue
systens and frequently resulting in an individual who is
better prepared to enter the job narket as a nore aware,
skill ed, and val ued enployee in an increasingly interdependent
wor | d, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives recognizes the
extrene inportance of international educational prograns in
Florida's community coll eges and universities, and
whol eheartedly supports efforts to further their expansion
t hroughout the state.
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