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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HR 9187
By Representative C. Smith

House Resol ution
A resol ution supporting and urging the transfer
of "King," a male silverback gorilla, from
Monkey Jungle in Manm to Zoo Atl anta.

WHEREAS, "King," a 30-year-old western | ow and nal e
silverback gorilla, was taken fromthe wilds of Africa as an
infant and sold to a circus, and has lived in a jail-like,
concrete-and-bars cage neasuring | ess than 400 square feet in
area for 20 years at Monkey Jungle in Manm, and

WHEREAS, except for Mnkey Jungle's disastrous and
brief attenpt to force a fenmml e conpani on upon hima decade
ago, King has lived a solitary existence his entire adult
life, and

WHEREAS, the zool ogical comunity has firmy
establ i shed that conpani onship is of paranount inportance to a
gorilla's well-being, and that without it they suffer nentally
and psychol ogically, and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Agriculture,
which licenses and regul ates ani mal exhi bitors, has suggested
to Monkey Jungle that King be sent to an appropriate facility
where he woul d have conpani onshi p, and

VWHEREAS, the Florida Fish and WIldlife Conservation
Conmmi ssi on has established new regul ations for cage sizes for
various animals, and Monkey Jungle is currently in violation
of those regulations with respect to King's inadequate cage,
and

WHEREAS, every primate expert outside the enploy of
Monkey Jungl e who has been consulted on King's condition
i ncl udi ng worl d-renowned primatol ogi st Dr. Jane Goodall, the
Anerican Zoo and Aquarium Association, and the CGorilla Species
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Survival Plan for North Anerica, has testified that King nust
be rehabilitated and socialized with gorilla conpanions or his
condition will continue to deteriorate, and

WHEREAS, Zoo Atlanta, the premier facility in the world
for socializing once-solitary nale gorillas at its 4-acre
outdoor naturalized gorilla exhibit, has nade a standing offer
to accept King from Monkey Jungle at any tine, and

WHEREAS, Monkey Jungle lost its zoo accreditation in
1992, and

WHEREAS, nore than 12,000 petition signatures in the
form of individual coupons, originating fromfour continents,
pl eading for King' s rel ease have been presented to Mnkey
Jungle with no response, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl orida supports and urges the i mediate transfer of "King"
the gorilla from Monkey Jungle in Man to Zoo Atlanta, at no
expense to Monkey Jungle, in order that he nmay |live out the
remai nder of his life with fam |y, conpanions, and dignity.
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