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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HR 9199
By Representative Chestnut

House Resol ution
A resol ution honoring the A achua County
Organi zation for Rural Needs Cdinic.

WHEREAS, the Al achua County Organization for Rura
Needs (ACORN) Clinic is a nonprofit organization, begun in
1974 when two area churches funded the VI STA volunteers to
provide health, dental, and social services to the rural poor
in Al achua, Bradford, and Union Counties, and, in 1976, a
nmedi cal clinic was established, with a dental clinic to foll ow
in 1987, and

WHEREAS, ninety-six percent of the patients served by
the ACORN clinic are at or bel ow 150 percent of the federa
poverty gui delines, and

WHEREAS, the clinic serves a large portion of the
mnority population in the rural areas of North Centra
Florida, 16 percent of whomare children, 20 percent of whom
are elderly, and 64 percent of whomare mddle aged with
chronic health i ssues, and

WHEREAS, the ACORN Clinic provides val uabl e nedica
services by relying on the dedicated professionals in the
surroundi ng conmrunities who contribute over 11,500 hours of
vol unteer tinme each year, and

WHEREAS, the ACORN Clinic was recognized in 1997 with
t he Robert Wod Johnson Conmunity Health Leader, 1 of 10 in
the United States, and was awarded the National Rural Health
Associ ation's Qutstanding Rural Health Programof the Year in
1998, recognizing their comrtnment to the rural poor and their
right to quality health, dental, and social services, NOW
THEREFORE,
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Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives comends the Al achua
County Organi zation for Rural Needs Clinic for its service to
the Al achua County community and the State of Florida.
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