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HB 969, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to Manatee County; providing
| egislative intent; providing for the inclusion
of certain unincorporated |and in Manatee
County into the Braden River Fire Control and
Rescue District; providing for a board of fire
conm ssioners; providing for the general powers
of the district; providing for exenption from
taxation; providing for special powers to the
district; providing for non-ad val orem
assessnents; providing for a schedul e of
speci al assessnents; providing for user
charges; providing for inpact fees; providing
for the borrowi ng power of the district;
providing for existence; providing definitions;
providi ng severability; providing for libera
interpretation; providing for repeal of
conflicting laws; providing for codification
repeal i ng chapters 85-454, 88-488, 90-455,
91- 396, 93-395, 94-417, and 95-461, Laws of
Florida, relating to the Braden River Fire
Control and Rescue District; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Intent.

Pursuant to Section 191.015, Florida Statutes, this Act
constitutes the codification of all special acts relating to

Braden River Fire Control and Rescue D strict. It is the

intent of the legislature in enacting this law to provide a
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1| single, conprehensive special act charter for the District
2]including all current legislative authority granted to the
3| District by its several |egislative enactnents and any
4| additional authority granted by this Act. It is further the
5]intent of this Act to preserve all District authority,
6| including the authority to annually assess and | evy agai nst
7| the taxable property in the District except as provided in
8| Chapter 191, Florida Statutes, as anmended fromtine to tine.
9 Section 2. Chapters 85-454, 88-488, 90-455, 91-396,
10 | 93-395, 94-417, and 95-461, Laws of Florida, are codified,
11 | reenacted, anended, and repeal ed as herein provided.
12 Section 3. The Braden River Fire Control and Rescue
13| District is re-created and reenacted to read:
14 Section 1. Incorporation.--Upon the effective date of
15| this act, all of the unincorporated |ands in Manatee County,
16 | Florida, as described in this act, shall becone and be
17 | incorporated into and as an i ndependent special fire contro
18 | district. Said special fire control district shall becone and
19 | be a public municipal corporation, having the powers and
20| duties herein set forth under the nane of Braden River Fire
21| Control and Rescue District.
22 Section 2. Jurisdiction.--The lands to be incorporated
23 | within the Braden River Fire Control and Rescue District are
24 | described as foll ows:
25
26 Begin at the intersection of the centerlines of
27 t he Manatee River and the Braden River; thence
28 easterly along the centerline of the Manat ee
29 River to the intersection of the Rye Road
30 bri dge; thence northerly along the centerline
31 of Rye Road to a point of intersection of the
2
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1 North section line of Section 24 Township 34
2 South, Range 19 East; thence easterly to the
3 Nor t heast corner of Section 24; thence
4 southerly along the east line of said Section
5 24 to the centerline of Lake Manatee; thence
6 easterly to S.R 64; thence westerly along the
7 centerline of SR 64 to old S.R 675; thence
8 south along the centerline of SSR 675 and its
9 southerly extension to the line dividing
10 Manat ee County and Sarasota County which sane
11 poi nt being the Sout heast corner of Section 33,
12 Townshi p 35 South, Range 20 East; thence
13 westerly along said dividing line to point
14 being the intersection of the line dividing
15 Manat ee and Sarasota Counties and the Southerly
16 extensi on of the Wst right-of-way |line of
17 Interstate |-75, said point being located in
18 Section 36 Townshi p 35 South Range 18 East;
19 thence northerly al ong said west right-of-way
20 line to the centerline of the Braden River
21 thence westerly and northerly along said
22 centerline to the centerline of the Manatee
23 Ri ver, also being the point of beginning;
24 specifically excluding all |ands |ying and
25 situate within the corporate linmts of the City
26 of Bradenton
27 Section 3. District board of conm ssioners;
28 | nenbershi ps, officers, neetings.--
29 (1) The business affairs of the district shall be
30 | conducted and adninistered by a board of five commi ssioners
31| who shall reside within said district and who shall be elected
3
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1| as provided for in accordance with section 191.005, Florida
2| Statutes.
3 (2) Each elected nenber of the board shall assune
4] office 10 days following the nenber's election. Annually, in
5| January, and/or within 60 days after the newy el ected nenbers
6 | have taken office, the board shall organize by electing from
7]its nenbers a chair, a vice chair, a secretary, and a
8| treasurer. The positions of secretary and treasurer nmay be
9] held by one nmenber. Funds of the district may be di sbursed
10| only upon the order or pursuant to resolution of the board, by
11 | warrant or check signed by the treasurer or other person
12 | aut hori zed by the board. However, a petty cash account nay be
13 | aut hori zed by the board. The board may gi ve the treasurer
14 | additional powers and duties that it deens appropriate.
15 (3) Menbers of the board may each be paid a salary or
16 | honorariumto be determned by at least a nmpjority plus one
17 | vote of the board, which salary or honorarium nay not exceed
18 [$500 per nonth for each nmenber. Special notice of any neeting
19 | at which the board will consider a salary change for board
20 | nenbers shall be published at | east once, at |east 14 days
21 | prior to the neeting, in a newspaper of general circulation in
22 | the county in which the district is |located. Separate
23 | conpensation for the board nenber serving as treasurer may be
24 | authorized by like vote so long as total conpensation for the
25 | board nenber does not exceed $500 per nonth. Menbers may be
26 | rei nbursed for travel and per di em expenses as provided for in
27 | section 112.061, Florida Statutes.
28 (4) |If a vacancy occurs on the board due to the
29 | resignation, death, or renoval of a board nenber or the
30| failure of anyone to qualify for a board seat, the renanining
31| nenbers nmay appoint a qualified person to fill the seat unti
4
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1| the next general election, at which tine an el ection shall be
2| held to fill the vacancy for the remaining term if any. The
3 | board shall renove any nenber who has three consecutive
4 | unexcused absences fromregul arly schedul ed neetings. The
5| board shall adopt policies by resolution defining excused and
6 | unexcused absences.
7 (5) Each nenber shall, upon assuning office, take and
8 | subscribe to the oath of office prescribed by s. 5(h), Art. |
9| of the State Constituti on and section 876.05, Florida
10| Statutes. Each nenber, within 30 days after assum ng office,
11 | nust give the Governor a good and sufficient surety bond in
12 | the sum of $5, 000, the cost thereof being borne by the
13 | district, conditioned on the nenber's faithful performance of
14 | his or her duties of office.
15 (6) The board shall keep a pernmanent record book
16 | entitled "Record of Proceedings of (nanme of district),"” in
17 | which the minutes of all neetings, resol utions, proceedings,
18 | certificates, bonds given by conmissioners, and corporate acts
19 | shall be recorded. The record book shall be open to
20 | inspection in the sane manner as state, county, and nunici pa
21 | records are open under chapter 119, Florida Statutes, and s.
22| 24, Art. | of the State Constitution. The record book shal
23| be kept at the office or other regul ar place of business
24 | mai ntai ned by the board in the county or nunicipality in which
25| the district is |ocated.
26 (7) Al neetings of the board shall be open to the
27 | public consistent with chapter 286, Florida Statutes, section
281 189.417, Florida Statutes, and other applicable general |aws.
29 Section 4. General powers.--The district shall have,
30| and the board nay exercise by majority vote, the foll ow ng
31 | powers:
5
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(1) To sue and be sued in the nane of the district, to

adopt and use a seal and authorize the use of a facsinile

t hereof, and to nmake and execute contracts and ot her

i nstrunents necessary or convenient to the exercise of its

power s.
(2) To provide for a pension or retirenent plan for

its enployees. Notw thstanding the prohibition against extra

conpensation as provided in section 215.425, Florida Statutes,

the board may provide for an extra conpensati on program

i ncluding a | unp-sum bonus paynent program to reward

out st andi ng enpl oyees whose perfornmances exceed standard, if

t he program provi des that a bonus paynent may not be incl uded

in an enpl oyee's regul ar base rate of pay and nay not be

carried forward i n subsequent years

(3) To contract for the services of consultants to

perform pl anni ng, engi neering, legal, or other professiona

servi ces.
(4) To borrow noney and accept gifts, to apply for and

use grants or | oans of nopney or other property fromthe United

States, the state, a unit of |ocal governnent, or any person

for any district purposes, and enter into agreenents required

in connection therewith, and to hold, use, sell, and dispose

of such noneys or property for any district purpose in

accordance with the terns of the gift, grant, |oan, or

agreenent relating thereto.

(5) To adopt resol utions and procedures prescribing

the powers, duties, and functions of the officers of the

district, the conduct of the business of the district, the

mai nt enance of records, and the form of other docunents and

records of the district. The board may al so adopt ordi nances

and resolutions that are necessary to conduct district

6
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busi ness, if such ordi nances do not conflict with any

ordi nances of a | ocal general purpose governnment within whose

jurisdiction the district is located. Any resolution or

ordi nance adopted by the board and approved by referendum vote

of district electors may only be repeal ed by referendum vote

of district electors.

(6) To nmmintain an office at places it designates

within a county or nunicipality in which the district is

| ocat ed and appoi nt an agent of record.

(7) To acquire, by purchase, lease, gift, dedication

devi se, or otherw se, real and personal property or any estate

therein for any purpose authorized by this act and to trade,

sell, or otherw se dispose of surplus real or persona

property. The board nmay purchase equi pnent by an installation

sales contract if funds are available to pay the current

year's installnments on the equi pnent and to pay the anpunts

due that year on all other install nents and i ndebt edness.

(8) To hold, control, and acquire by donation or

purchase any public easenent, dedication to public use,

pl atted reservation for public purposes, or reservation for

t hose purposes authorized by this act consistent with

appl i cabl e adopted | ocal governnent conprehensive plans and

| and devel opnent regul ati ons.

(9) To lease to or fromany person, firm corporation

associ ation, or body, public or private, any facility or

property of any nature for the use of the district when

necessary to carry out the district duties and authority under

this act.
(10) To borrow npney and i ssue bonds, revenue

anticipation notes, or certificates payable fromand secured

by a pledge of funds, revenues, taxes and assessnents,

7
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warrants, notes, or other evidence of indebtedness, and

nortgage real and personal property when necessary to carry

out the district's duties and authority under this act.

(11) To charge user and inpact fees authorized by

resolution of the board, in anbunts necessary to conduct

district activities and services, and to enforce their receipt

and collection in the nanner prescribed by resolution and

authori zed by law. However, the inposition of inpact fees may

only be authorized as provided by section 191.009(4), Florida

St at ut es.
(12) To exercise the right and power of eninent

domai n, pursuant to chapter 73, Florida Statutes, or chapter

74, Florida Statutes, over any property within the district,

except nunicipal, county, state, special district, or federa

property used for a public purpose, for the uses and purposes

of the district relating solely to the establishnent and

mai nt enance of fire stations and fire substations,

specifically including the power to take easenents that serve

such facilities consistent with applicable adopted | oca

gover nnent conprehensive plans and | and devel opnent

regul ati ons.

(13) To cooperate or contract with other persons or

entities, including other governnental agencies, as necessary,

conveni ent, incidental, or proper in connection with providing

effective nutual aid and furthering any power, duty, or

pur pose aut horized by this act.

(14) To assess and i npose upon real property in the

di strict non-ad val orem assessnents as aut horized by this act.

(15) To inpose and forecl ose non-ad val orem assessnent

liens as provided by this act or to inpose, collect, and

8
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1| enforce non-ad val orem assessnents pursuant to chapter 197,
2| Florida Statutes.
3 (16) To select as a depository for its funds any
4| qualified public depository as defined in section 280.02,
5| Florida Statutes, which neets all the requirenents of chapter
6| 280, Florida Statutes, and has been designated by the State
7| Treasurer as a qualified public depository, upon such terns
8| and conditions as to the paynent of the interest upon the
9 | funds deposited as the board deens just and reasonabl e.
10 (17) To provide adequate insurance on all real and
11 | personal property, equi pment, enpl oyees, vol unteer
12 | firefighters, and ot her personnel
13 (18) To organi ze, participate in, and contribute
14 | nonetarily to organi zations or associations relating to the
15| delivery of or inprovenent of fire control, prevention
16 | emergency rescue services, or district adm nistration
17 Section 5. Exenption fromtaxation.--Since the
18 | exercise of the powers conferred by this act constitutes
19 | action by a political subdivision perforning essential public
20 | functions and since the property of each district constitutes
21| public property used for public purposes, all assets and
22 | properties of the district, including property acquired
23 | through the foreclosure of any tax or assessnent lien, are
24 | exenpt fromall taxes inposed by the state or any politica
25 | subdi vi si on, agency, or instrunentality of the state.
26 Section 6. Special powers.--The district shall provide
27 | for fire suppression and prevention by establishing and
28 | maintaining fire stations and fire substations and acquiring
29 | and mmi ntaining such firefighting and fire protection
30 | equi pnent deened necessary to prevent or fight fires. Al
31| construction shall be in conpliance with applicable state,
9
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regional, and | ocal regul ations, including adopted

conpr ehensi ve plans and | and devel opnent regul ations. The

board shall have and nmay exercise any or all of the foll ow ng

special powers relating to facilities and duties authorized by

this act:
(1) Establish and nmmi ntain energency nedi cal and

rescue response services and acquire and maintain rescue,

nedi cal, and ot her energency equi pnent, pursuant to the

provi sions of chapter 401, Florida Statutes, and any

certificate of public conveni ence and necessity or its

equi val ent issued thereunder

(2) Enploy, train, and equip such personnel, and

train, coordinate, and equip such firefighters and vol unt eer

firefighters as are necessary to acconplish the duties of the

district. The board may enploy and fix the conpensation of a

fire chief or chief adm nistrator, who shall reside within the

district. The board shall prescribe the duties of such

person, which shall include supervision and nmanagenent of the

operations of the district and its enpl oyees and nai nt enance

and operation of its facilities and equipnent. The fire chief

or chief administrator nmay enploy or term nate the enpl oynent

of such other persons including, without linitation

prof essi onal, supervisory, adninistrative, maintenance, and

clerical enployees, as are necessary and authorized by the

board. The conpensati on and other conditions of enpl oynent of

the officers and enpl oyees of the district shall be provided
by the board.
(3) Conduct public education to pronote awareness of

net hods to prevent fires and reduce the loss of life and

property fromfires or other public safety concerns.

10
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(4) Adopt and enforce fire safety standards and codes

and enforce the rules of the State Fire Marshal consi stent

with the exercise of the duties authorized by chapter 553,

Florida Statutes, or chapter 633, Florida Statutes, with

respect to fire suppression, prevention, and firesafety code

enf or cenent .

(5) Conduct arson investigations and cause-and-origin

i nvestigations.

(6) Adopt hazardous nmaterial safety plans and

energency response plans in coordination with the county

ener gency nmanagenent agency as provided for in chapter 252,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

(7) Contract with general purpose |ocal government for

ener gency managenent pl anni ng and servi ces.

Section 7. Taxes, non-ad val orem assessnents; inpact

fees; and user charges. --

(1) The district shall have the right, power, and

authority to |evy non-ad val orem assessnents as defined in

section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, to construct, operate, and

maintain district facilities and services. The rate of such

assessnents nust be fixed by resolution of the board pursuant

to the procedures contained in section 191.011, Florida

Statutes. Non-ad val orem assessnent rates set by the board

nmay exceed the maxi numrates established by special act, the

previous year's resolution, or referendumin an anobunt not to

exceed the average annual growh rate in Florida persona

i ncone over the previous 5 years. Non-ad val orem assessnent

rate increases within the personal incone threshold are deened

to be within the maximumrate authorized by law at the tine of

initial inmposition. Proposed non-ad val orem assessnent

i ncreases which exceed the rate set the previous fiscal year

11
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or the rate previously set by special act by nore than the

average annual growth rate in Florida personal incone over the

| ast 5 years nust be approved by referendum of the el ectors of

the district. Non-ad val orem assessnents shall be inposed,

coll ected, and enforced pursuant to section 191.011, Florida

St at ut es.
(2) The district shall provide to the county property

appraiser a notice of fire tax rates as adopted by resol ution

not later than June 1 of each year. The county property

apprai ser shall then furnish to the comi ssioners of the

district a tax roll covering all taxable properties with the

tax rate |l evy placed on each parcel of property by July 1,

which tax roll is consistent with and as set forth by section
193. 1142, Florida Statutes. Not |ater than 21 days after
receipt of the tax roll fromthe county property appraiser

the district shall return the tax roll, having first checked

and noted any corrections or adjustnents to the fire tax | evy

agai nst each parcel of property.

(3) Prior to adopting a rate of assessnent, the board

of commi ssioners of the district shall properly advertise and

hold a public hearing with respect to the proposed rate of

assessnent. At such hearing, any property owner in the

district shall have the right to file witten protest and/or

testify at such hearing regarding the proposed rate of

assessnent. After due consideration of all comments or

protests, the board of conm ssioners shall adopt a resol ution

specifying the rate of assessnent on all taxable property.

(4) The board of conmissioners of the district shall

not earlier than 30 days or later than 45 days after the

mai ling of the notice of proposed property taxes as required

by section 194.011(1), Florida Statutes, hold a properly

12
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1| advertised public hearing to hear appeals from any property

2| owner in the district with respect to the nethod of

3| calculation and/or the anpbunt of fire tax levied against a

4| parcel of land. Wthin 20 cal endar days after the concl usion
5] of the public hearing to hear appeals, the board of

6 | commi ssioners of the district shall notify all concerned

7| parties and the county property appraiser in witing of its

8 | decision. The decision shall include reasons for granting or
9 | denyi ng the appeal

10 (5) The county property apprai ser shall then include
11 | the assessnents thus nade by the board of conmi ssioners of the
12 | district in the Manatee County tax roll and the sane shall be
13| collected in the manner and formas is provided for the

14 | collection of county taxes and paid over by the county tax

15| collector to the board of conmi ssioners.

16 (6) Such special assessnments shall be a lien upon the
17 | land so assessed along with the county taxes assessed agai nst
18 | the sane until said assessnents have been paid, and, if the
19 | sane becone delinquent, shall be considered a part of the
20 | county tax subject to the sane penalties, fees, and renedi es
21| for enforcenent and coll ection, and shall be enforced and
22 | collected as provided by the |l aws of the state for the
23| collection of such taxes.
24 Section 8. Schedul e of special assessnents.--The
25 | assessnent procedures and anounts, as set forth herein,
26 | represent the nanner to be followed and the nmaxi num al | owabl e
27 | rates the district may charge but shall not exceed, except as
28 | provided in section 191.009(2), Florida Statutes. For
29 | assessnent purposes, all property within the district shall be
30| divided into three general classifications: vacant parcels,
31| residential parcels, and comrercial/industrial parcels.

13
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(1) Vacant parcels shall include all parcels which are

essentially undevel oped and are usually classified by the

property apprai ser as use code types 00, 10, 40, 99, and 50

t hrough 69. The nmaxi num annual assessnent for these parcels

shal | be

Vacant Platted Lot $6. 50 per Lot
Unsubdi vi ded Acreage $ .80 per Acre

Except that not nore than $1,500 shall be assessed

agai nst any one vacant parcel.

Whenever a residential unit is |ocated on a parcel defined

herein as vacant, the residential plot shall be considered as

one lot or 1 acre, with the bal ance of the parcel being

assessed as vacant |land in accordance with the schedul e

herei n. Whenever an agricultural or commercial building or

structure is located on a parcel defined herein as vacant, the

buil ding or structure shall be assessed in accordance with the

schedul e of commercial/industrial assessnents.

(2) Residential parcels shall include all parcels

whi ch are devel oped for residential purposes and are usually

classified by the property apprai ser as use code types 01

through 08 and 28. All residential parcels shall be assessed

by the nunber of square feet of structures |ocated on the

parcel. Mbobile hones shall be assessed by the nunber of units

| ocated on the parcel. Surcharges nmay be assigned by the

district for dwellings |located on the third or higher floors.

The maxi num annual assessnment for these parcels shall be:

(a) Single Fanmily Residential: The base assessnent

for all buildings and structures shall be $69 for the first

14
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1,000 square feet on a parcel. The schedule for all square

f oot age above 1,000 square feet is $.05 per square foot.

(b) Condoninia Residential: The base assessnent for
all buildings and structures shall be $69 for the first 1,000
square feet on a parcel. The schedule for all square footage

above 1,000 square feet is $.05 per square foot.
Mobi |l e Hones (Use Code 02) $65. 70 per Unit/ Space
Multifanmily Residential (Use Codes 03 and 08)
Cooper atives (Use Code 05),
Retirenent Hones (Use Code 06),
And M scel | aneous Resi dential Uses

(Use Code 07) $78.90 per Unit/ Space
Any O her Residential Unit,
Travel Trailer Parks $52. 60 per Unit/ Space
Mobi | e Hone Parks (Use Code 28) $53. 10 per Unit/ Space
(3) Comercial/lndustrial: The base assessnent for

all buildings and structures shall be $348.60 for the first
1,000 square feet on a parcel. The schedule for all square

f oot age above 1,000 square feet is as follows:

Cat egory Use Codes Sg. Ft. Assessnent
Mercantile (M 11,12,13, 14, 15, 16, 29 $.09
Busi ness (B) 17,18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25,
26, 30, 36 $.08
Assenbly (A 21, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37,
38,39,76,77,79 $.08
Fact ory/ 41, 44, 45, 46, 47 $.10
I ndustrial (F)
Storage (9) 20, 27, 28, 49 $.10
Hazar dous (H) 42, 43, 48 $.13

©
o
(00]

Institutional (1) 70,73,74,75,78

15
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1
2| Agricultural storage building | ocated on parcels that are
3 | bonafide comrercial agriculture, as determined by the property
4 | appraiser's office, shall be fire tax assessed at $.020 per
5| square foot.
6 Section 9. User charges.--
7 (1) The board nmamy provide a reasonabl e schedul e of
8 | charges for special energency services, including
9| firefighting, occurring in or to structures outside the
10 | district, notor vehicles, nmarine vessels, aircraft, or rai
11 ) cars, or as a result of the operation of such notor vehicles
12| or marine vessels, to which the district is called to render
13 | such energency service, and may charge a fee for the services
14 | rendered in accordance with the schedul e.
15 (2) The board nmamy provide a reasonabl e schedul e of
16 | charges for fighting fires occurring in or at refuse dunps or
17 ) as a result of an illegal burn, which fire, dunp, or burnis
18 | not authorized by general or special law, rule, regul ation
19 | order, or ordinance, and which the district is called upon to
20| fight or extinguish
21 (3) The board nmmy provide a reasonabl e schedul e of
22 | charges for responding to or assisting or nmitigating
23 | energencies that either threaten or could threaten the health
24 | and safety of persons, property, or the environnent, to which
25| the district has been called, including a charge for
26 | responding to fal se al arns.
27 (4) The board nmmy provide a reasonabl e schedul e of
28 | charges for inspecting structures, plans, and equi pnent to
29 | determine conpliance with firesafety codes and standards.
30
31
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HB 969, First Engrossed

(5) The district shall have a |ien upon any rea

property, notor vehicle, nmarine vessel, aircraft, or rail car

for any charge assessed under this section

Section 10. |Inpact fees.--The board shall establish a

schedul e of inpact fees in conpliance with any standards set

by general law for new construction to pay for the cost of new

facilities and equi pnment, the need for which is in whole or in

part the result of new construction. The inpact fees

collected by the district under this section shall be kept

separate fromother revenues of the district and nust be used

exclusively to acquire, purchase, or construct new facilities

or portions thereof needed to provide fire protection and

energency services to new construction. As used in this

section, "new facilities" neans |and, buildings, and capita

equi pnent, including, but not limted to, fire and energency

vehi cl es, radiotel enetry equi pnent, and other firefighting or

rescue equi pnent. The board shall nmintain adequate records

to ensure that inpact fees are expended only for permssible

new facilities or equipnent. The board nmay enter into

agreenents with general purpose |ocal governments to share in

the revenues fromfire protection i npact fees inposed by such

gover nnent s.

Section 11. Borrowi ng power of the district.--The

district may issue general obligation bonds, assessnent bonds,

revenue bonds, notes, bond anticipation notes, or other

evi dences of indebtedness to finance all or a part of any

proposed i nprovenents authorized to be undertaken under this

act or under general or special |aw, provided the total annua

payrments for the principal and interest on such indebtedness

do not exceed 50 percent of the total annual budgeted revenues

17
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1| of the district as provided in section 191.012, Florida

2| Statutes.

3 Section 12. Existence.--The district shall exist unti
4] dissolved by law. Should any part of the territory covered in
5| the act be held not to be included herein, then this act shal
6| continue in effect as to the balance of said territory.

7 Section 13. Definitions.--

8 (1) "District" neans the special fire contro

9| district.

10 (2) "Board" and "board of conmm ssioners" nean the

11 | board of conmi ssioners of the special fire control district,
12 | unl ess ot herw se specifi ed.

13 Section 4. Severability.--1f any clause, section, or
14 | provision of this act is declared to be unconstitutional or
15 ) invalid for any cause or reason, the sane shall be elinnated
16 | fromthis act, and the renmining portion of said act shall be
171 in force and effect and be as valid as if such invalid portion
18 | t hereof had not been incorporated therein.

19 Section 5. Liberal interpretation.--The provisions of
20| this act shall be liberally construed in order to effectively
21| carry out the purposes of this act in the interest of the
22 | public and safety.
23 Section 6. Chapters 85-454, 88-488, 90-455, 91-396
24 | 93-395, 94-417, and 95-461, Laws of Florida, are repeal ed.
25 Section 7. Repeal of conflicting laws.--All |aws or
26 | parts of laws in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such
27 | conflict, hereby repeal ed.
28 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
29 | | aw.
30
31
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