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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Pal m Beach County; providing

3 for codification of special |aws regarding

4 special districts pursuant to Chapter 189,

5 Florida Statutes, relating to the Pal m Beach

6 County Library District, a dependent speci al

7 taxing district in PalmBeach County; anendi ng,

8 codi fying, and repealing chapters 67-1869,

9 76- 460, and 86-431, Laws of Florida; ratifying

10 and confirm ng the creation and establishnent

11 of the Pal m Beach County Library District;

12 providing definitions; providing for a library

13 advi sory board; providing operating rules and

14 procedures; providing for budget and reports;

15 providing for contractual service; providing

16 for title of library to be in county; providing

17 for receipt of gifts and bequests; providing

18 for taxation and contracts; providing for a

19 county library fund; providing an effective
20 dat e.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Pursuant to chapter 189, Florida Statutes,
25| this act constitutes the codification of all special acts
26 | relating to the Pal m Beach County Library District. It is the
27 | intent of the Legislature in enacting this law to provide a
28 | single, conprehensive special act charter for the district,
29 | including all current legislative authority granted to the
30| district by its several |egislative enactnents.
31
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Section 2. Chapter 67-1869, Laws of Florida, chapter
76- 460, Laws of Florida, and chapter 86-431, Laws of Florida,
relating to the Pal m Beach County Library District, are

codi fied, reenacted, anended, and repeal ed as herein provided.

Section 3. The Pal m Beach County Library District is

re-created and reenacted to read:

Section 1. Short title.--This act shall be known and

may be cited as the "Pal m Beach County Library District Act."

Section 2. Pal mBeach County Library District

Charter.--1t is the intent of this act to create a Pal m Beach

County Library District for which the governing body will be

the Board of County Conmi ssioners of Pal m Beach County, for

t he purpose of establishing, operating, and maintaining a free

public library or providing for contractual library services

for the benefit and use of the residents of Pal m Beach County,

who are taxed for such library or library service. This taxing

district shall be subject to chapter 120, Florida Statutes, as

it pertains to the Florida Adninistrative Procedure Act, when

appl i cabl e.
A. Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the
following words and terns shall have the foll owi ng neanings,

unl ess sone other neaning is clearly indicated:

(1) "Library advisory board" shall refer to a board of

citizens, which shall represent the board of county

conmi ssioners in matters pertaining to county free public

libraries or free public library service. This shall include,

but not be linmted to, matters of policy, budgeting, and

enpl oynent of the head librarian

(2) "Conmission" shall nmean the Board of County

Conmi ssi oners of Pal m Beach County.
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1 (3) "Contractual library service" shall refer to the

2| library service provided by the county to its residents by

3 | neans of a contractual arrangenent.

4 (4) "District" shall refer to the Pal m Beach County

5| Library District which shall include all taxable property

6| within the county not already taxed for |ibrary purposes by a
7 | municipality.

8 (5) "Pal mBeach County Library Systeml or "library

9| systent shall refer to the entity created by the district to
10| provide free public library services.

11 B. Oganization for adnministration of the library

12 | system --The responsibility for operating and nmintaining the
13| library systemshall be delegated to a head librarian

14 | qualified according to standards established by the library
15 | advi sory board.

16 C. Library advisory board. --The conm ssi on shal

17 | appoint a citizens advisory board to represent themin

18 | adninistering the library system The library advi sory board
19 | shall select the head librarian, and nake policy and budget
20 | deci sions subject to the approval of the conmission. The
21 | conmi ssion shall appoint the library advisory board to consi st
22 | of not nmore than fifteen (15) citizens of the district, and
23 | establish qualifications and terns for nenbership. The library
24 | advi sory board shall serve w thout pay, but nmay be rei nbursed
25| for actual expenses subject to the approval of the comn ssion
26 D. Operating rules and procedures.--The library
27 | advi sory board may establish such rules, regul ations, and
28 | procedures as are deened necessary for the operation of the
29 | library system provided, however, that no such rule,
30| regul ation, or procedure shall conflict with any | aw, statute,
31
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1| or regul ation established by the Legislature of this state or

2| the conmi ssion of the county.

3 E. Budgets; reports.--Budgets and reports shall be

4 | prepared and filed by the head |librarian in accordance with

5] instructions and regul ati ons of the conmi ssion, but in no case

6| shall the budget be filed later than July 1 of each year or

7| the annual report later than January 1 for the preceding

8| fiscal year.

9 F. Contractual library service.--In carrying out the
10 | provisions of this chapter, the conm ssion may either acquire
11| and provide for the mai ntenance and operation of a free public
12 | library for the county, or nay provide free library service to
13| the citizens of the county by entering into a contract
14 | therefor with any nmunicipality or municipalities, or both,
15| with any nonprofit library corporation or association in Palm
16 | Beach County owning a free public library, or with any other
17 | county or nunicipality in the state owning a free public
18 | library. Any municipality or any nonprofit library corporation
19 | or association owing a free public library in Pal mBeach
20| County may enter into a contract with the county to receive
21| services including, but not limted to, library materials and
22 | technical assistance fromthe library system upon such terns
23 | as may be agreed upon by the county and the governnental body
24| of the library contracting therewith.

25 G Title of library to be in the county.--The title
26 | and ownership of all land, buildings, facilities, equipnent,
27 | and library materials constructed or acquired by or on behal f
28 | of the library library systemshall be in Pal mBeach County.
29 H G fts and bequests.--The conmission is authorized
30| to receive on behalf of the district any gift, bequest, or

31
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1| devise for the library systemor for use in the county

2| contractual library service

3 I. Taxation and contracts.--

4 (1) In order to establish and maintain a free public

5| library or to provide contractual library services, the

6 | commi ssion may | evy an annual tax, in the sane nmanner and at
7] the sane tine as other county taxes, upon all taxable property
8| within the district, and may thereafter enter into a contract
9| with any nmunicipality in PalmBeach County to furnish free

10| public library service upon terns to be agreed upon by the

11| county and the governing body of the library contracting

12 | therewi th.

13 (2) Any nmunicipality owning or operating a public

14 | library, or any nonprofit library corporation or association
15 ] in PalmBeach County owning a free public library, may enter
16 | into a contract with the commission to furnish or receive any
17 | library service upon ternms to be agreed upon by the parties
18 | thereto, or any nunicipality without a free public library may
19 ) enter into a contract with the conmission to receive library
20 | service upon the terns to be agreed upon by the county and the
21 | governing body of the nunicipality.
22 J. County library fund.--
23 (1) Al funds of the district, whether derived from
24 | taxation or otherwi se, shall constitute a separate fund to be
25| known as the county library fund, and shall be expended only
26 | for library purposes. The expenses incurred by the library
27 | systemshall be paid by warrants drawn by the conm ssi on
28 | payable out of the county library fund. At the end of each
29 | fiscal year, all noneys unexpended in the county library fund
30| shall be appropriated as part of this fund for the subsequent
31| fiscal year.
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1 (2) The commission shall not make expenditures in any
2| year in excess of the anpbunt available for library purposes.
3 (3) Library capital inprovenents nmay be funded by:

4 (a) A multi-year |evy; or

5 (b) Bonds issued by the conmi ssion; or

6 (c) As part of the annual tax; or

7 (d) Any appropriate public fundi ng source.

8 (4) The commission is hereby authorized to subnmt a

9| referendumfor library capital inprovenents to the voters of
10 [ the district.

11 (5) Upon approval of a majority of the voters of the
12 | district, the conmi ssion shall |evy the voter-approved mll age
13| for the nunber of years |ikew se approved, or authorize the
14 | i ssuance of bonds and necessary nillage for debt service.

15 (6) Library capital inprovenents may i ncl ude:

16 (a) Acquisition of library sites.

17 (b) Acquisition, construction, or renovation of

18 | bui l di ngs.

19 (c) Acquisition of booknobil es.

20 (d) Acquisition of initial furniture and equi pnent.
21 (e) Acquisition and processing of initial library

22 | material collections.

23 (7) |If any nmunicipality not a part of the district

24 | chooses to enter the district, that nmunicipality nmust transfer
25 | resources currently being used to provide public library

26 | service and/or such other resources as would be required for
27 | the library systemto provide to the residents of the entering
28 | municipality conparable library service to that provided

29 | throughout the district.

30
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Section 4. The provisions of this act shall be

liberally construed in order to carry out effectively the

pur poses of this act.

Section 5. It is declared to be the legislative intent

that if any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or

provision of this act is held invalid, the remainder of this

act shall not be affected.
Section 6. Chapters 67-1869, 76-460, and 86-431, Laws
of Florida, are repealed
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Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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