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By the Conmittees on Education Appropriations, Education
I nnovati on and Representative Melvin

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to educational technol ogy;

3 creating s. 229.604, F.S.; defining the term

4 "educational technol ogy"; requiring schoo

5 i mprovenent plans to include strategies for

6 i mpl emrenti ng educati onal technol ogy; providing
7 requi renents for the educational technol ogy

8 conponent of such plans; requiring the

9 devel opnent, subnission, and annual revision of
10 a district educational technol ogy plan

11 requiring the Departnent of Education, in

12 consultation with the Educational Technol ogy
13 Advi sory Group, to develop and annual |y update
14 a state educational technol ogy plan; providing
15 requi rements for such plan; requiring the

16 devel opnent of technol ogy capability

17 threshol ds; requiring the departnent to

18 establ i sh the Technol ogy Services and Products
19 Bank; requiring the Technol ogy Services and
20 Products Bank to performcertain functions;
21 providing requirenents for the distribution and
22 use of technol ogy funding; requiring an annua
23 report; providing requirenents for the contents
24 of the report; establishing the Educationa
25 Technol ogy Advi sory Group; providing duties,
26 nmenber shi p, rei nbursenent of per diem and
27 travel expenses, and neeting procedures;
28 providing an effective date.
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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1 Section 1. Section 229.604, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 229.604 Educational Technol ogy Program --There is

4| created the Educational Technol ogy Program

5 (1) DEFINITION. --As used in this section, the term

6 |"educati onal technol ogy" includes all technol ogy and

7 | technol ogy-rel ated processes used directly or indirectly for

8 | instructional purposes, including:

9 (a) The use of hardware, software, networks, distance
10 | I earning equi pnent, and rel ated devi ces that support teaching
11 | and | ear ni ng.

12 (b) Resources that allow students and teachers to

13 | exchange information with others, or pernit themto access,

14 | retrieve, mani pulate, and display information avail able on the
15| I nternet and el sewhere.

16 (c) Hardware, software, and processes that facilitate
17 | the teaching and | earni ng process, such as those resources

18 | that support grade reporting, class scheduling, attendance

19 | accounting, assessnent, and similar functions.

20 (d) Endeavors relating to supporting the use of

21 | technology in the classroom such as providing technica

22 | support.

23 (2) SCHOOL EDUCATI ONAL TECHNOLOGY PLANS. - - Each school
24 | i ncl udi ng schools operating for the purpose of providing

25 | education services to youth in juvenile justice conm tnent and
26 | detention facilities, nust address strategies for inplenenting
27 | educational technology in the school inprovenent plan which

28 | has been approved by the district school board, pursuant to s.
29| 230.23(16)(a). The portion of the school inprovenent plan

30 | addressi ng technol ogy nust address:

31
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1 (a) The achi evenent of technol ogy capability

2 | threshol ds established by the Departnent of Education

3| according to this section

4 (b) Safe access to the school nedia center or conputer
5] center outside of the regul ar school day.

6 (c) Technical assistance for daily operations.

7 (3) DI STRI CT EDUCATI ONAL TECHNOLOGY PLANS. - - Each

8| district school board nust subnit to the Departnent of

9 | Education, and annually update, a strategic district

10 | educati onal technol ogy plan as part of the district system of
11 | pl anni ng and budgeti ng, pursuant to s. 229.555(1)(b). The

12 | district educational technol ogy plan shall be devel oped using
13| information fromthe technol ogy plans of schools in the

14 | district and the technol ogy capability threshol ds established
15| by the Departnent of Education. The plan shall be for a period
16 | of at |least 3 years, but no nore than 5 years, and the initial
17 | district plan shall be submitted to the departnent by August
181 1, 2001. A new plan shall be submitted by August 1 in the

19 | final year of the prior plan, and an update nust be submitted
20 | by August 1 of each of the interimyears for the duration of
21| the plan. The plan shall include essential elenents as
22 | required by the departnent.
23 (4) STATE EDUCATI ONAL TECHNOLOGY PLAN. - - The Depart nent
24 | of Education shall devel op and annually update a state
25 | educational technology plan, in consultation with the
26 | Educati onal Technol ogy Advi sory G oup. The state educationa
27 | technol ogy plan shall
28 (a) Include technol ogy capability threshol ds that
29 | represent reasonable levels of technol ogical capability to
30| fully integrate technology into a school in order for the
31| school to effectively utilize grade |evel appropriate
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1| educational technol ogy in teaching and | earning. Wen

2 | devel opi ng and updating the technol ogy capability threshol ds,
3| the departnment and the Educati onal Technol ogy Advi sory G oup
4| shall take into consideration technology currently avail abl e,
5] as well as forecasted innovations in technol ogy. The

6 | technol ogy capability threshol ds shall be designed to build
7| the skills that students will need to neet the demands of

8 | Fl orida businesses and i ndustry. The departnment shall devel op
9 | the technol ogy capability thresholds by January 1, 2001. By
10 | January 1 each year thereafter, the capability threshol ds nust
11 | be revi ewed and updated, as appropri ate.

12 (b) Address student access to technology to support

13 | students' educational progress in the community, at work, at
14 | school, and at hone. The plan shall encourage districts and
15 | schools to furnish safe access to school nedia centers or

16 | conputer centers outside of the regular school day, and to
17 | consider the design of entrances to nedia centers or conputer
18 | centers which are safely and readily accessible to the

19 | conmunity and to students for use before and after schoo

20 | hours when planning for new construction or renodeling

21 | projects.

22 (c) Address technol ogy infrastructure, conmunication
23 | updates, and upgrades for new and existing schools. The pl an
24 | shall encourage designs to acconmpdate future updating and
25 | upgradi ng needs, to provide multiple technol ogi cal access

26 | points, and to facilitate teacher access to tel ephones and
27 | tel ephone nessage systens.

28 (5) TECHNOLOGY SERVI CES AND PRODUCTS BANK. - - The

29 | Departnent of Education shall establish a Technol ogy Services
30 | and Products Bank, which shall

31
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(a) Collect, and di sseni nate through an Internet site,

i nformati on regardi ng hardware, software, and technol ogy

services available within the state, including, but not

limted to, educational applications.

(b) ldentify outdated technol ogy; rapid changes in

technol ogy; |owest prices for hardware, software, and

t echnol ogy services; sources of hardware, software, and

t echnol ogy services; and fluctuations in prices of hardware,

software, and technol ogy services.

(c) Serve as a clearinghouse of information regarding

software research and devel opnent project proposals. Wrk

products produced as a result of publicly funded research and

devel opnent projects shall be reported to the Technol ogy

Services and Products Bank for inclusion in the information

cl eari nghouse.

The Technol ogy Services and Products Bank may not prohibit a

school or district school board from selecting specific

t echnol ogy services or products or fromindependently

obtaining the | owest price. A school or a district schoo

board nay sel ect the technol ogy sol ution that nost cl osely

aligns with its educational technol ogy plan, the educationa

phi | osophy of the school or district school board, and the

t echnol ogy capability threshol ds established by the Departnent

of Educati on.
(6) TECHNOLOGY FUNDI NG --Begi nning with the 2001-2002
school year, district school boards shall distribute to

school s the funds received for public school technol ogy on the

basis of the educational technol ogy conponent of the schoo

i mprovenent plan pursuant to s. 230.23(16) and this section

To receive funding, a proposed project nust be in a schoo
5
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1| that has achi eved the appropriate technol ogy capability

2| threshold for the proposed project, and the proposed project
3| nust be consistent with both the district educationa

4 | technol ogy plan and the state educational technology plan. In
5] addition, the proposal nust describe how the project wll

6| assist in inproving student perfornance. Preference for

7 | funding shall be given to schools that are desi gnated as

8 | performance grade category "D' or "F," pursuant to s. 229.57.
9| Preference nay be given to a school that has matched the

10 | request with other funds and private sector contributions to
11 | t he naxi num extent possi bl e.

12 (7) REPORTS. --Begi nning January 1, 2001, the

13 | Conmi ssi oner of Education shall make an annual report to the
14 | Legislature within 60 days prior to the begi nning of the

15 ) regul ar | egislative session. The report shall include:

16 (a) A summary of the status of the Educati ona

17 | Technol ogy Program including a description of the technol ogy
18 | capability threshol ds devel oped according to this section, and
19 | the status of school achi evenent of the capability threshol ds.
20 (b) Recommendations to inprove the efficiency and
21| pronote the utilization of educational technol ogy.
22 (8) EDUCATI ONAL TECHNOLOGY ADVI SORY GROUP. --There is
23 | created the Educati onal Technol ogy Advi sory Group which shal
24 | advi se the Departnent of Education in devel oping and annual ly
25 | updating the state educational technol ogy plan according to
26 | this section. The advisory group shall consist of the
27 | following 10 nenbers, who shall not be elected officials:
28 (a) Three nenbers appointed by the Governor, one of
29 | whom shall serve as chair of the study group, and one of whom
30| shall be a principal froma school that is active in the area
31| of technol ogy.
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(b) Three nenbers appointed by the Commi ssi oner of

Educati on, one of whomshall be a teacher who is actively

engaged in integrating educational technology into daily

t eachi ng and | ear ni ng.

(c) Two nenbers appointed by the President of the

Senat e.
(d) Two nenbers appointed by the Speaker of the House

of Representatives.

Each nenber nmust possess know edge, skills, or experience

relating to technol ogy. The Governor, the Conm ssioner of

Education, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives nmust each appoi nt one nenber who has

substanti al busi ness experience in the private sector relating

to the technol ogy i ndustry. Each appoi nted nenber of the

advi sory group shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing

official. Menbers of the advisory group shall serve w thout

conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for per diemand travel

in accordance with s. 112.061. A student selected by the

superintendent of schools of the district in which the

advi sory group is neeting nay be invited to attend and observe

the neeting. The advisory group shall neet at the call of the

conm ssioner. The | ocation of each neeting of the advisory

group may vary and shall be deternm ned by the conm ssi oner

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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