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By Representatives Paul, Al exander, Brown, Rubio, Meal or
Kot t kar’r&, MIler, IKYI e, Melvin, Sinmmpns, Bennett, Bowen,
n, Ross, ,

Ale Harrel ], Greenstein, Carassas, Littliefield
(R8T onal! $9onsors onEast FY1 e page) < O oo Mek

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Florida water supply policy;

3 establishing the "Water Supply 2020" study

4 conmmi ssion; providing for nenbership and

5 responsibilities; requiring subm ssion of

6 reports with recommendations to the Governor

7 and Legislature; providing for technica

8 advi sory commttees; providing for

9 rei mbursenent of expenses of conmi ssion and

10 comm ttee nenbers; providing for an executive

11 director and staff for the conmm ssi on

12 providing for the assistance and cooperation of

13 state agencies; providing for termination of

14 the comi ssi on; providing an appropriation

15 providing effective dates.

16

17 WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature to ensure

18 | for all Floridians an adequate, reliable, and affordable

19 | supply of water, and

20 WHEREAS, past water managenent policies have failed to

21| result in a systemof facilities and transm ssion adequate to

22 | supply the water needed by Florida's citizens, and

23 WHEREAS, Florida's population is expected to double

24 | over the next three decades, with comensurate increases in

25| demand for water, and

26 WHEREAS, four of the five state water nmnagenent

27 | districts have determined that their water supplies are

28 | i nadequate to neet denmands projected through 2020, and

29 WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature to pronote

30 | neasures for and the devel opnent of adequate and alternative

31| supplies of water, and
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WHEREAS, the location, construction, and operation of
water supply facilities and water transmission facilities may
have a significant inpact on the welfare of the state's
residents, on the natural resources of the state, and on the
| ocation and growth of industry, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) The "Water Supply 2020" study
conm ssion is created. The conmi ssion shall be conposed of 23

nenbers, 19 appoi nted by the Governor, 2 appointed by the

President of the Senate, and 2 appoi nted by the Speaker of the

House of Representatives. In addition, the Governor may

appoi nt ex officio, nonvoting conmn ssion nenbers.

(a) The Governor shall appoint the foll owi ng nenbers

to serve on the conm ssion:

1. The Conmissioner of Agriculture.

2. The Secretary of Environnental Protection.

3. Two representatives fromgovernnental ly owned wat er

supply utilities, one froma utility serving 200,000 or nore

custoners and one froma utility serving |l ess than 200, 000

cust oners.
4. A representative froman environnental advocacy

organi zati on.

5. An individual who is a residential water consuner

obtaining water froma water supply utility.

6. A representative froma regional water supply

aut hority.
7. A representative froma privately owned water

supply utility.
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8. A representative froman industrial or conmercial

entity self-supplier obtaining its water from ground or

surface water sources.

9. Avrepresentative froman agricultural entity

sel f-supplier obtaining its water fromground or surface water

sour ces.
10. At least one individual fromthe private sector

who has advanced training, know edge, and experience in water

supply and water resource devel opnent.

11. An individual with expertise in funding the

construction and i npl enentation of water supply facilities.

12. A representative fromthe real estate devel opnent

i ndustry.
13. A county conmi ssi oner

14. A conm ssioner or council nenber of a Florida

nmuni ci pality.

(b) The President of the Senate shall appoint two

nmenbers of the Senate to serve on the commission. The Speaker

of the House of Representatives shall appoint two nenbers of

t he House to serve on the conmi ssion

(c) The appointnents nust be made by July 1, 2001, and

the first neeting of the comi ssion shall be held by August 1

2001. The chair of the conm ssion shall be appointed by the

Governor, or failing such appointnent, shall be elected by the

majority of the nenbership at its first neeting.

(d) Any vacancy occurring in the nmenbership or chair

of the conmm ssion shall be filled in the sane nmanner as the

ori gi nal appoi nt nent.

(2) Each nenber, excluding ex officio nenbers, of the

comm ssion is entitled to one vote. Recommendati ons and
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actions of the comission shall require a majority vote of the

nenber ship of the commi ssi on.

(3) The commission shall deternine what Florida's

wat er supply needs will be in 20 years and how best to ensure

t hose needs are devel oped, with adequate facilities, in an

efficient, affordable, and reliable manner that will result in

adequat e water supply and responsi ble protection of the

environnent. Based on its findings, the comi ssi on shal

reconmrend appropriate water policies for this state, including

statutory changes, if necessary. In making its deterninations,

the commi ssion shall consider all rel evant topics, including,

but not limted to:

(a) Forecasts through the year 2020 of the state's

popul ation growth, water supply needs, and current supply.

(b) Existing, energing, and projected water supply

technol ogi es, including, but not limted to, desalinization

aqui fer storage, public-private partnerships including

potential incentive programs for providing water, conservation

t echnol ogi es, surface water collection and reservoirs,

groundwat er withdrawal s, and potential devel opnent of regiona

or statewide water transnission grids; the potenti al

contribution of these technol ogies, and others, to reliable

wat er supplies; and the inpact of these technol ogies on the

state, its environnent, and existing policies.

(c) Siting of new water supply facilities and

transni ssion systens and the need to create a statutory siting

act .

(d) The state's existing statew de, regional, and

districtwide laws, rules, and regul ati ons governing the

collection, treatnment, transnission, and delivery of water.
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(e) Analysis of the inpacts of state and | oca

governnent laws, rules, and regul ati ons on water supply.

(f) Activities of other states concerning the

collection, treatnent, transm ssion, and distribution of

wat er .
(g) Environnental inpact of existing and new

technol ogies for water supply and transnission in the state.

(4) The commission shall review the efforts of the

wat er managenment districts to determ ne whether the water

managenent districts are efficiently inplenenting the
requi renments of ss. 373.0361 and 373.0831, Florida Statutes.
For those water managenent districts that are preparing

regi onal water supply plans, the conmi ssion shall

(a) Review the water resource devel opnent projects and

wat er supply devel opnents proposed by each district.

(b) Review the estimted anbunt of water to becone

avai l abl e through each water resource devel opnent project and

wat er supply devel opnent proj ect.

(c) Reviewthe tinetable and esti mated cost of

construction, operation, and nmi ntenance of each water

resource devel opnent project and water supply devel opnent

proj ect.
(d) Review the sources and anobunt of funds budgeted or

expended for each water resource devel opnment project or water

suppl y devel opnent project.

(e) Deternmine the water resources devel opnent projects

and wat er supply devel opnent projects that have been

i npl erented, the anpbunt of nobney expended to date on each

project, the anbunt of new water that is now available as a

result of each project, and whet her the anobunt of water

available is sufficient to neet the projected denand.
5
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(f) Deternine whether the water nmnagenent districts

have devel oped and are properly i nplenenting the regi ona

wat er supply plans consistent with the requirenents of ss.
373.0361 and 373.0831, Florida Statutes.
(g) Make such appropriate reconmendations to the

Legislature as it deens appropriate to ensure that the

required regi onal water supply plans are properly prepared and

i npl erented consistent with the statutory requirenents of ss.
373.0361 and 373.0831, Florida Statutes.
(h) Deternmine if additional nobneys are needed for the

construction, operation, and nmi ntenance of water resources

devel opnent projects and water supply devel opnent projects. |f

addi ti onal noneys are needed, the comni ssion shall recomend

speci fic sources for such funding and the anpunt of funding

required.
(i) Determine if additional incentives or changes in

statutory authority are required to ensure that sufficient

water is available for all existing and future

reasonabl e- beneficial uses and the natural systens. |If

additional incentives or changes are needed, the conmi ssion

shal|l recommend the incentives that are needed, options for

providing the incentives, and the needed statutory changes.

(5) The commission shall, by February 1, 2002, provide

to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker

of the House of Representatives a witten report containing

specific recomendations for water supply policies and siting

of facilities for this state, including |legislative

reconmendations. By January 15, 2003, the conmi ssion shal

provide a final witten report to the Governor, the President

of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.
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(6) The commission may establish and appoi nt any

necessary technical advisory conmittees. Conmi ssion nenbers

and the nenbers of any technical advisory conmmittee nay not

recei ve renuneration for their services, but nmenbers other

than public officers and enpl oyees shall be entitled to be

rei mbursed by the Florida Public Service Comm ssion for travel

or per diem expenses in accordance with chapter 112, Florida

Statutes. Public officers and enpl oyees shall be rei nbursed by

their respective agencies in accordance with chapter 112,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

(7) An executive director of the commi ssion shall be

sel ected by the Governor. The executive director serves at the

pl easure of the Governor and reports to the conm ssion. The

Fl orida Public Service Conmi ssion, the Departnment of

Envi ronnental Protection, and the Departnent of Community

Affairs shall provide other staff and consultants, after

consultation with the conmi ssion. Funding for expenses rel ated

to the executive director, staff, and consultants shall be

provi ded through the Florida Public Service Conm ssion

(8) Al agencies under the control of the Governor are

directed, and all other agencies are requested, to render

assi stance and cooperation to the comn ssion

(9) The commission shall continue in existence unti

its objectives are achieved, but not later than March 1, 2003.
Section 2. Effective July 1, 2001, there is

appropriated fromthe Public Service Regulatory Trust Fund to

the Florida Public Service Comm ssion the sum of $250,000 to

i npl erent the provisions of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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2 HOUSE SUVMMARY

3
Creates the "Water Supply 2020" study conmmi ssion to

4 forecast Florida' s water supPIy needs and determ ne how
best to neet them Provides. for. appointnent of comr ssion

5 nmenbers. Provides responsibilities. Provides for
appoi nt nent _of technical advisory comrttees and an

6 executive director. Provides for the assistance and
cooperation of state agencies. Provides for reports with

7 reconmendations to the Governor and Legislature, and for
termnation of the comm ssion by March™1, 2003. Provides

8 an appropriation

9

10

11 EE IR I b S b b S S b S I S S b b S I I b S b S b

12 ADDI TI ONAL SPONSCRS

13 | Baker, Pickens, Machek, Negron, Meadows, Bullard and

Trovillion

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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