Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1046
By Senator Pruitt

27-645-01
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to student financial aid;
3 creating s. 240.4061, F.S.; creating the Teach
4 Florida Programwi thin the Departnment of
5 Education; providing for the programto fund
6 schol arshi ps for students who attend state
7 post secondary institutions and who are enrolled
8 in state-certified teacher education prograns;
9 providing for the anmobunt of the schol arshi p;
10 requiring that a recipient earn a mni num
11 cumul ative grade point average in certain
12 courses in high school; anending ss. 231.62,
13 240. 4065, F.S., relating to the Critical
14 Teacher Shortage Program conform ng provisions
15 to changes nade by the act; repealing s.
16 240. 4063, F.S., relating to the Florida Teacher
17 Schol arshi p and Forgi vabl e Loan Program
18 providing an effective date.
19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Section 240.4061, Florida Statutes, is
23| created to read:
24 240. 4061 Teach Florida Program --
25 (1) There is created the Teach Florida Programto be
26 | admi ni stered by the Departnent of Education. The prinary
27 | purpose of the programis to attract capable and proni sing
28 | high school students to the teaching profession
29 (2) The scholarship shall be used by a student who
30| attends a state postsecondary educational institution and who
31
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is enrolled in a course of study |leading to a degree froma

state-certified teacher education program

(3) A recipient of a scholarship under the Teach

Florida Programis eligible for an annual award equal to the

anmount required to pay the average cost of tuition and fees at

a state postsecondary institution, plus $3, 000.

(4) Arecipient nust intend to teach in a publicly

funded school in Florida for at |east the nunber of years for

whi ch a scholarship loan is received

(5) A student who applies for a schol arship under the

Teach Florida Programas a high school senior nust have earned

a mni mum cunul ati ve grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale

in high school courses reconended by the State Board of

Community Col |l eges and adopted by the Board of Regents as

col | ege- preparatory courses.
Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 231.62, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

231.62 ldentification of critical teacher shortage
areas. - -

(1) As used in ss. 231.621—246-4663and 240. 4064,
the term"critical teacher shortage area" applies to
mat hemati cs, science, career education, and high priority
| ocation areas. The State Board of Education may identify
career education prograns having critical teacher shortages.
The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es pursuant to ss.
120.536(1) and 120.54, necessary to annually identify other
critical teacher shortage areas and high priority | ocation
areas. The state board shall al so consider teacher
characteristics such as ethnic background, race, and sex in
determning critical teacher shortage areas. School grade
| evel s may al so be designated critical teacher shortage areas.
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I ndi vidual district school boards may identify other critica
teacher shortage areas. Such shortages nust be certified to
and approved by the State Board of Education. Hi gh priority

| ocation areas shall be in high-density, |ow econom c urban
school s and | owdensity, |ow econom c rural schools and shal

i ncl ude school s which neet criteria which include, but are not
limted to, the percentage of free |unches, the percentage of
students under Chapter | of the Education Consolidation and

| nprovenent Act of 1981, and the faculty attrition rate.

Section 3. Section 240.4065, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 4065 Critical Teacher Shortage Program--There is
created the Critical Teacher Shortage Program Funds
appropriated by the Legislature for the programshall be
deposited in the State Student Financial Assistance Trust
Fund. The Conptroller shall authorize expenditures fromthe
trust fund upon recei pt of vouchers approved by the Depart nment
of Education for the critical teacher shortage prograns
established in s. 231.621——5—240-406630r s. 240.4064. TFhe
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1 | State—Student—Financial—Asststance—Trust—Funt—Any—renaining

2 | batance—at—the—entd—of—anytscal—year—that—has—been—altocated

3 | to—the—programshaH—reman—i+n—the—trust—Funtd—and—be—-avaitable

4l ¢ he-reiyidtal ot .

5 Section 4. Section 240.4063, Florida Statutes, is

6 | repeal ed

7 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

8
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10 SENATE SUMMARY

11 Creates the Teach Florida Programfor the purpose of
attracting high school studenfs to the teaching

12 prof essi on. Provi des schol arshi ps for students who attend
state community coll eges. and universities and who are

13 enrolled in state-cerfified teacher educati on pro?rans.
Provi des for the scholarsh|8 to_annually fund a student's

14 tuition and fees, plus $3,000. Requires’ that the student
earn a cunul ative grade point average of 3.0 in.

15 col | ege-preparatory courses. Abolishes the Florida
Teacher Schol arship and Forgivabl e Loan Program (See

16 bill for details.)
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