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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/CS/HB 1053
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Brown offered the foll ow ng

Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 110, between lines 25 and 26 of the bil

i nsert:

Section 54. Subsection (18) of section 373.414,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

373.414 Additional criteria for activities in surface
wat ers and wetl ands. - -

(18) The departnent and each water nmanagenent district
responsi ble for inplenentation of the environnental resource
permtting programshall develop a uniformwetland mtigation
assessnent nmethod no | ater than Cctober 1, 2001. The
departnent shall adopt the uniformwetland nitigation
assessnent nethod by rule no later than January 31, 2002.

Rul es pronul gated pursuant to this subsection shall be

submitted to the President of the Senate and t he Speaker of

t he House of Representatives for review by the Legislature no

| ater than 30 days prior to the 2002 regul ar session, and

shal | becone effective only after legislative review Inits
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review, the Legislature may reject, nodify, or take no action

relative to such rul es. Once the departnent adopts the uniform

wetland mitigation assessnent nethod by rule, the uniform
wetland mitigation assessnent nethod shall be binding on the
departnent, the water nmnagenent districts, |ocal governnents,
and any ot her governnental agencies and shall be the sole
neans to deternmine nmitigation needed to offset adverse inpacts
and to award and deduct nitigation bank credits. A water
managenent district and any ot her governnental agency subject
to chapter 120 may apply the uniformwetland nitigation
assessnent nmethod without the need to adopt it pursuant to s.
120.54. It shall be a goal of the departnent and water
managenent districts that the uniformwetland nitigation
assessnent net hod devel oped be practicable for use within the
timefranes provided in the pernmitting process and result in a
consi stent process for determning mtigation requirenents. It
shal | be recogni zed that any such nethod shall require the
application of reasonable scientific judgnent. The uniform
wetland mitigation assessnent nethod nust determ ne the val ue
of functions provided by wetl ands and ot her surface waters
considering the current conditions of these areas, utilization
by fish and wildlife, |ocation, uniqueness, and hydrol ogic
connection, in addition to the factors listed in s.
373.4136(4). The uniformwetland nitigation assessnent nethod
shal |l al so account for the expected tinme-lag associated with
of fsetting inpacts and the degree of risk associated with the
proposed mitigation. The uniformwetland mtigati on assessnent
net hod shall account for different ecol ogical comrunities in
different areas of the state. In devel oping the uniform
wetland mitigation assessnent nethod, the departnent and water
managenent districts shall consult with approved | oca
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prograns under s. 403.182 which have an established wetl and
mtigation program The departnment and water nmanagenent
districts shall consider the recommendations subnmitted by such
approved | ocal prograns, including any reconrendations
relating to the adoption by the departnent and water
managenent districts of any uniformwetland nmitigation

net hodol ogy t hat has been adopted and used by an approved

| ocal programin its established wetland mtigation program
Envi ronnental resource permitting rules nmay establish
categories of permts or thresholds for mnor inpacts under
which the use of the uniformwetland nmitigati on assessnment

nmet hod will not be required. The application of the uniform
wetland mitigation assessnent nethod is not subject to s.
70.001. In the event the rule establishing the uniformwetl and
mtigation assessnent nethod is deened to be invalid, the
applicable rules related to establishing needed mitigation in
exi stence prior to the adoption of the uniformwetl and
mtigation assessnent nethod, including those adopted by a
county which is an approved | ocal programunder s. 403. 182,
and the nethod described in paragraph (b) for existing
mtigation banks, shall be authorized for use by the
departnment, water nanagenent districts, |ocal governnents, and
ot her state agenci es.

(a) In developing the uniformwetland nitigation
assessnent nethod, the departnment shall seek input fromthe
United States Arny Corps of Engineers in order to pronote
consistency in the mitigation assessnent nethods used by the
state and federal pernitting prograns.

(b) An entity which has received a nitigation bank
permt prior to the adoption of the uniformwetland nitigation
assessnent nethod shall have inpact sites assessed, for the
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pur pose of deducting bank credits, using the credit assessnent
net hod, including any functional assessnent nethodol ogy, which
was in place when the bank was permtted; unless the entity
elects to have its credits redeterm ned, and thereafter have
its credits deducted, using the uniformwetland nitigation
assessnment met hod.

================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 7, line 1
renove fromthe title of the bill: all of said line

and insert in lieu thereof:
projects; anmending s. 373.414, F. S.; providing
for legislative review of the uniformwetl and
mtigation assessnent nethod rul e; anendi ng s.
475.011, F. S.; granting
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