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l. Summary:

This bill increases the penalty for the violation of racing on highways. Violations would be
punishable as a reckless driving offense with a maximum 90-day imprisonment term and/or a
maximum $500 fine for afirst offense. The bill provides that if a person under the age of 21 is
convicted for aviolation of racing on highways or driving under the influence, the court shall
order the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to revoke the person’s driver’s
license for five years.

This bill substantially amends sections 316.191, 318.143, and 318.17 of the Florida Statutes.
Present Situation:

Section 316.191, F.S., addresses racing on highways and provides no person shall drive any
vehiclein any race, speed competition or contest, drag race or acceleration contest, test of
physical endurance, exhibition of speed or acceleration, or for the purpose of making a speed
record, and no person shall in any manner participate in any such race, competition, contest, test,
or exhibition. Violation of this section isanon-criminal traffic infraction, punishable pursuant to
chapter 318, F.S., as either apedestrian violation or, if the infraction resulted from the operation
of avehicle, asamoving violation.

Section 318.143, F.S., provides for the court to impose sanctions against minors violating the
uniform traffic control provisions of chapter 316, F.S. Potentia sanctions include reprimands,
counseling, attendance at atraffic school, afine, participation in acommunity or public service
work project and curfew.
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VI.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Thishill amendss. 316.191, F.S,, increasing the penalty for violations involving racing on
highways. Violations of this section would be punishable as a reckless driving offense with a
maximum 90-day imprisonment term and/or a maximum $500 fine for afirst offense.

Also, this bill amends. 318.143, F.S,, to provide that if a person under the age of 21 is convicted
for aviolation of racing on highways or driving under the influence, the court shall order the
Department to revoke the person’s driver’s license for five years.

Finally, the bill amends s. 318.17, F.S,, to provide persons convicted of racing on highways
would not be eligible for certain provisions contained in chapter 318, F.S., which are denied
persons who are charged with criminal traffic-related offenses.

Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:

Persons convicted for the offense of racing on highways would be subject to a criminal
penalty (currently amoving infraction). Minors convicted of racing on highways or driving
under the influence would be subject to the revocation of their driver’s license for a period
of five years (currently a six month suspension for the first offense).

C. Government Sector Impact:

Thisbill may generate additional reinstatement revenues for the department as a result of the
possible increase in the number of revocations.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.
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VII.

VIII.

Related Issues:
None.
Amendments:

#1 by Transportation:

Deletes a provision in the bill providing for the revocation of driving privileges for a period of
five yearsfor persons under 21 years of age convicted of driving under the influence. This
amendment is superceded by amendment #2 (see below).

#2 by Transportation:

Deletes aprovision in the bill providing for the revocation of driving privileges for a period of
five yearsfor persons under 21 years of age convicted of driving under the influence. The
amendment also provides that the driver’ s license sanctions authorized in the bill are applicable
to both adults and minorsfor racing on highways. (WITH TITLE AMENDMENT)

This Senate staff analysis doesnot reflect the intent or official position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Florida Senate.




