Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1184
By Senator M tchel

4-210A-01

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; anending s.

3 229.57, F.S., relating to the statew de student

4 assessnent program providing that only

5 continuously enrolled students are to be

6 i ncluded in deternining school perfornmance

7 grades; providing that a school's exceedi ng

8 state averages for attendance, parental

9 i nvol venent, or dropout rates will increase the

10 school 's grade; providing weighted factors that

11 nmust be used in determning a school's

12 perfornmance grade category; providing an

13 ef fective date.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

16

17 Section 1. Subsections (3), (7), and (8) of section
18 | 229.57, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

19 229.57 Student assessnent program --
20 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssi oner
21| shall design and inplenent a statew de program of educati ona
22 | assessnent that provides information for the inprovenent of
23 | the operation and nanagenent of the public schools, including
24 | school s operating for the purpose of providing educationa
25| services to youth in Departnment of Juvenile Justice prograns.
26 | Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conm ssioner
27 | shal I :
28 (a) Subnit to the state board a |ist that specifies
29 | student skills and conpetencies to which the goals for
30 | education specified in the state plan apply, including, but
3l| not limted to, reading, witing, science, and mathematics.
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The skills and conpetencies nust include probl emsolving and
hi gher-order skills as appropriate and shall be known as the
Sunshi ne State Standards. The conmi ssioner shall sel ect such
skills and conpetencies after receiving recommendations from
educators, citizens, and nenbers of the business conmunity.
The commi ssioner shall subnmit to the state board revisions to
the list of student skills and conpetencies in order to

nmai ntai n continuous progress toward inprovenents in student
proficiency.

(b) Develop and inplenent a uniformsystem of
indicators to describe the performance of public schoo
students and the characteristics of the public schoo
districts and the public schools. These indicators nust
include, without limtation, information gathered by the
conpr ehensi ve nmanagenent information system created pursuant
to s. 229.555 and student achi evenent information obtai ned
pursuant to this section

(c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent
testing programas part of the statew de assessnent program
to be administered annually in grades 3 through 10 to neasure
reading, witing, science, and nathenmatics. The testing
program nust be designed so that:

1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
adopted by the state board as specified in paragraph (a). The
tests nust neasure and report student proficiency levels in
reading, witing, and mathematics. Science proficiency nust be
neasur ed statew de beginning in 2003. O her content areas nay
be included as directed by the conm ssioner. The conm ssioner
shal|l provide for the tests to be devel oped or obtained, as
appropriate, through contracts and project agreenents with
private vendors, public vendors, public agencies,
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post secondary institutions, or school districts. The

conmi ssioner shall obtain input with respect to the design and
i mpl erentation of the testing programfrom state educators and
the public.

2. The tests are a conbinati on of normreferenced and
criterion-referenced and include, to the extent deternined by
the commi ssioner, itens that require the student to produce
information or performtasks in such a way that the skills and
conpet enci es he or she uses can be neasured.

3. Each testing program whether at the el enentary,

m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings which are then
scored by appropriate nethods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow which score a student's performance is deened
i nadequate. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these |evels.

5. Except as provided in subparagraph 6., all 11th
grade students take a high school conpetency test devel oped by
the state board to test mninum student performance skills and
conpetencies in reading, witing, and mathematics. The test
nmust be based on the skills and conpetenci es adopted by the
state board pursuant to paragraph (a). Upon recommendation of
the commi ssioner, the state board shall designate a passing
score for each part of the high school conpetency test. In
establ i shing passing scores, the state board shall consider
any possi bl e negative inpact of the test on minority students.
The commi ssioner may establish criteria whereby a student who
successfully denonstrates proficiency in either reading or
mat hematics or both may be exenpted fromtaking the
correspondi ng section of the high school conpetency test or
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the coll ege placenent test. A student nust earn a passing
score or have been exenpted from each part of the high schoo
conpetency test in order to qualify for a regular high schoo
di pl oma. The school districts shall provide appropriate
renedi al instruction to students who do not pass part of the
conpet ency test.

6. Students who enroll in grade 9 in the fall of 1999
and thereafter nmust earn a passing score on the grade 10
assessnent test described in this paragraph instead of the
hi gh school conpetency test described in subparagraph 5. Such
students nust earn a passing score in reading, witing, and
mat hematics to qualify for a regular high school diplona. Upon
recommendati on of the conmi ssioner, the state board shal
desi gnate a passing score for each part of the grade 10
assessnent test. |In establishing passing scores, the state
board shal |l consider any possible negative inpact of the test
on mnority students.

7. Participation in the testing programis mandatory
for all students, including students served in Departnent of
Juvenile Justice prograns, except as otherw se prescribed by
the comi ssioner. The conmi ssioner shall recomrend rules to
the state board for the provision of test adaptations and
nodi fications of procedures as necessary for students in
exceptional education prograns and for students who have
limted English proficiency. Only those students who are

continuously enrolled in a single public school after Cctober

1 of the assessnent school year are to be included in the

st at ewi de assessnent for purposes of deternm ning schoo

perfornance grades as required under paragraph (8)(b).
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8. A student seeking an adult high school diplom nust
neet the sane testing requirenents that a regular high schoo
student nust neet.

9. School districts nust provide instruction to
prepare students to denonstrate proficiency in the skills and
conpet enci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade
progression and hi gh school graduation. The conmi ssi oner shal
conduct studies as necessary to verify that the required
skills and conpetencies are part of the district instructiona
prograns.

10. By January 1, 2000, the Departnent of Education
nmust devel op, or select, and inplenent a comon battery of
assessnent tools which will be used in all juvenile justice
prograns in the state. These tools nust accurately reflect
criteria established in the Florida Sunshine State Standards.

The commi ssioner may design and inpl enent student testing
prograns for any grade | evel and subject area, based on
procedures desi gnated by the conmi ssioner to nonitor
educati onal achievenent in the state.

(d) Conduct ongoi ng research to devel op i nproved
net hods of assessing student perfornmance, including, wthout
limtation, the use of technology to adm nister tests, the use
of electronic transfer of data, the devel opnent of
wor k- product assessnents, and the devel opnent of process
assessnents.

(e) Conduct ongoi ng research and anal ysis of student
achi evenent data, including, without linmtation, nonitoring
trends in student achievenent, identifying school prograns
that are successful, and anal yzing correl ates of schoo
achi evenent .
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(f) Provide technical assistance to school districts
in the inplenentation of state and district testing prograns
and the use of the data produced pursuant to such prograns.

(7) SCHOOL PERFORVANCE GRADE CATEGORI ES. - - Begi nni ng
with the 1998-1999 school year's student and school
perfornmance data, the annual report shall identify schools as
being in one of the foll owing grade categories defined
according to rules of the state board:

(a) "A " schools nmaking excellent progress.

(b) "B," schools nmaking above average progress.

(c) "C " schools nmaking satisfactory progress.

(d) "D " schools nmaking | ess than satisfactory
pr ogr ess.

(e) "F," schools failing to nake adequate progress.

Begi nning in the 1999-2000 school year, each school designated
in performance grade category "A, " naking excellent progress,
or as having inproved at |east two perfornance grade
categories, shall have greater authority over the all ocation
of the school's total budget generated fromthe FEFP, state
categoricals, lottery funds, grants, and | ocal funds, as
specified in state board rule. The rule nust provide that the
i ncreased budget authority shall remain in effect until the
school 's performance grade declines. Beginning in the

2000- 2001 school year, a school in grade categories "A"

t hrough "D' which exceeds statew de averages in the areas of

attendance, parental involvenent, or dropout rate shall have a

1/2-point weight equal to a "+" added to its grade.
(8) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL PERFORMANCE GRADE
CATEGORI ES. - - School perfornmance grade category designations

item zed in subsection (7) shall be based on the foll ow ng
6
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(a) Tinmefranes.--
1. School performance grade category designations
shal | be based on one school year of perfornance.

2.3— In the 2000-2001 school year, a school's
perfornmance grade category designation shall be based on a

conbi nati on of student achi evenent scores as neasured by the
FCAT, on the degree of neasured | earning gains of the
students, and on ot her appropriate perfornance datar

et tding—t e I 4 I I
readiness—for—cotHtege. The weighted factors that nust be used

in the determ nation are as foll ows:

a. Elenentary schoaols. --

(1) Sixty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived froma conposite of the FCAT scores for grades 4 and 5

and the percentage of kindergarten through grade 2 cl asses for

which there is aratio of 1 teacher to 20 students.

(1) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent by the individual school advisory

committee considering the progress toward the goals of the

school inprovenent plan

(1'11) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo

safety programs and initiatives, to be weighted at 10 percent

each.

7

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

orida Senate - 2001 SB 1184
210A-01

(1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to 5

percent nust be awarded to a school for academ c and

nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT and for

per cent ages of teachers who have advanced certification or

advanced degr ees.
b. Mddle schools.--
(1) Sixty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived fromthe FCAT scores for grade-8 FCAT scores.

(1) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent by the individual school advisory

committee considering the progress toward the goals of the

school inprovenent plan

(1'11) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo

safety programs and initiatives, to be weighted at 10 percent

each.
(1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to 5

percent nust be awarded to a school for academ c and

nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT and for

per cent ages of teachers who have advanced certification or

advanced degr ees.

c. High schoals.--

(1) Sixty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived froma conposite of the grade 10 FCAT scores and the

school's overall dropout and graduation rate, which nust be

wei ghted at 30 percent each

(1) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent by the individual school advisory

committee considering the progress toward the goals of the

school inprovenent plan
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(1'11) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo

safety programs and initiatives, to be weighted at 10 percent

each.
(1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to 5

percent nust be awarded to a school for academ c and

nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT, for

per cent ages of teachers who have advanced certification or

advanced degrees, and for the total nunber of accel eration

mechani sns avail able to students.

d. Standardi zed net hod. --The Departnent of Education

shal | determ ne and di sseninate the standardi zed net hod by

whi ch school advisory commttees shall nmake their assessnents

under this section, and the departnent shall deternine a

process for subnission and assessnent of bonus- point

docunent ati on.
3. Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year and
thereafter, a school's performance grade category designation

nust be determnmi ned as foll ows:

a. Elenentary schoaols. --

(1) Sixty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived froma conposite of the FCAT scores for grades 3, 4,

and 5 and the percentage of kindergarten through grade 2

classes for which there is a ratio of 1 teacher to 20

st udents.
(1) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent by the individual school advisory

committee considering the progress toward the goals of the

school inprovenent plan

(1'11) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo
9
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safety programs and initiatives, to be weighted at 10 percent

each.
(1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to 5

percent nust be awarded to a school for academ c and

nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT and for

per cent ages of teachers who have advanced certifications or

advanced degr ees.
b. Mddle schools.--
(1) Sixty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived fromthe FCAT scores for grades 6, 7, and 8, as

appropri at e.

(1) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent by the individual school advisory

committee considering the progress toward the goals of the

school inprovenent plan

(1'11) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo

safety programs and initiatives, to be weighted at 10 percent

each.
(1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to 5

percent nust be awarded to a school for academ c and

nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT and for

per cent ages of teachers who have advanced certification or

advanced degr ees.

c. High schoals.--

(1) Sixty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived froma conposite of the FCAT scores for grades 9 and

10, as appropriate, and the school's overall dropout and

graduation rate, which nust be wei ghted at 30 percent each

(1) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be

derived from an assessnent by the individual school advisory
10
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1| committee considering the progress toward the goals of the

2 | school inprovenent plan

3 (1'11) Twenty percent of the performance grade nust be
4 | derived froman assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo
5| safety prograns and initiatives, to be weighted at 10 percent
6 | each.

7 (1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to 5
8 | percent nmust be awarded to a school for acadenic and

9 | nonacadem ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT, for

10 | percentages of teachers who have advanced certification or

11 | advanced degrees, and for the total nunber of accel eration

12 | mechani sns avail able to students.

13 d. Standardi zed net hod. --The Departnent of Education
14 | shall deternine and di sseninate the standardi zed net hod by

15 | which school advisory comrittees shall nake their assessnents
16 | under this section, and the departnent shall deternmine a

17 | process for submni ssion and assessnent of bonus-point

18 | docunent ati on

19 4. Beginning in the 2000- 2001 school year, a schoo
20 | that has been designated as performance grade category "F" in
21| a prior school year shall not be designated as perfornmance
22 | grade category "F" using the current year's data if that
23 | school has shown at | east a 50-percent increase toward the
24 | baseline score in each subject area.
25 5. Beginning in the 2000-2001 school year, a schoo
26 | that is designated as perfornmance grade category "A" shal
27 | retain its "A" designation as |long as the school's performance
28 | on the FCAT and in the areas of attendance, parental
29 | i nvol venent, and dropout rates remain within 5 percent of the
30 | previous year's performance |evel.
31
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(b) Student assessnent data.--Student assessnent data

used in determ ning school perfornmance grade categories shal
i ncl ude:

1. The nedian scores of all eligible students enrolled
in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT.

2. The nedian scores of all eligible students enrolled
in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT and who have
scored at or in the |owest 25th percentile of the state in the
previ ous school vyear.

The Departnent of Education shall take into account study the
effects of nobility on the performance of highly nobile

students and recommend prograns to inprove the perfornmance of
such students. The state board shall adopt appropriate
criteria for each school performance grade category. The
criteria nust also give added weight to student achi evenent in
readi ng. School s desi gnated as perfornance grade category "C, "
maki ng satisfactory progress, shall be required to denonstrate
t hat adequate progress has been nade by students who have
scored anong the | owest 25 percent of students in the state as
wel |l as by the overall popul ation of students in the school

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides that only continuously enrolled students are to
be included in determning school performance grades.
Provides that a school's éexceeding state averages for
attendance, parental involvenent, “or dropout rates wll

i ncrease. the school's grade. States the factors that nust
be used in determi ning a school's performance grade
category and the respéctive weight that is to be accorded
each group of factors.
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