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Florida Senate - 2001 SJR 124
By Senator Burt

16- 145A- 01
Senate Joint Resol uti on No.
A joint resolution proposing an anmendnment to
Section 17 of Article | of the State
Constitution, relating to excessive punishnent.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the follow ng anendnent to Section 17 of Article |
of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be subnitted
to the electors of this state for approval or rejection at the
next general election or at an earlier special election
specifically authorized by law for that purpose.

ARTI CLE |
DECLARATI ON OF RI GHTS

SECTI ON 17. EXxcessive puni shnents. --Excessive fines,
cruel and e+ unusual punishment, attainder, forfeiture of
estate, indefinite inprisonnent, and unreasonabl e detention of
W tnesses are forbidden. The death penalty is an authorized

puni shnent for capital crinmes designhated by the Legislature.

The prohibition against cruel or unusual punishnent, and the

prohi bition agai nst cruel and unusual puni shnent, shall be

construed in conformity with decisions of the United States

Suprene Court which interpret the prohibition against crue

and unusual puni shnent provided in the Eighth Anendnent to the

United States Constitution. Any nethod of execution shall be

al |l oned, unless prohibited by the United States Constitution

Met hods of execution nay be designated by the Legislature, and

a change in any nethod of execution may be applied

retroactively. A sentence of death shall not be reduced on
1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLOO®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2001 SJR 124
16- 145A- 01

the basis that a nethod of execution is invalid. In any case

in which an execution nethod is declared invalid, the death

sentence shall remain in force until the sentence can be

lawful |y executed by any valid nethod. This section shal

apply retroactively.
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenent be
pl aced on the ball ot:
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT
ARTI CLE |, SECTION 17
PROHI Bl TI NG CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNI SHVENT, NOT CRUEL OR
UNUSUAL PUNI SHVENT. - - Proposi ng an anendnent to the State
Constitution to prohibit cruel and unusual punishnent rather

than cruel or unusual punishnent; to require that such

prohi bition be construed in conformty with decisions of the
United States Suprene Court which interpret the federa
constitutional prohibition against cruel and unusua

puni shnent; to provide that the death penalty is an authorized
puni shnent for any capital crinme designated by the
Legislature; to allow any nethod of execution not prohibited
by the Federal Constitution; to provide that the Legislature
may desi gnate nethods of execution; to authorize retroactive
application of a change in any nethod of execution; to provide
t hat, when a nethod of execution is declared invalid, a death
sentence shall not be reduced and shall remain in force unti

it can be carried out by a valid nethod; and to provide for
retroactive application of this section
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