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1

2 An act relating to health care; creating s.

3 456.41, F.S.; authorizing provision of and

4 access to conplenentary or alternative health

5 care treatnents; requiring patients to be

6 provided with certain information regarding

7 such treatnents; requiring the keeping of

8 certain records; providing effect on the

9 practice acts; anending s. 381.026, F.S.

10 revising the Florida Patient's Bill of Rights

11 and Responsibilities to include the right to

12 access any node of treatnent the patient or the

13 patient's health care practitioner believes is

14 in the patient's best interests; providing an

15 ef fective date.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18

19 Section 1. Section 456.41, Florida Statutes, is
20| created to read:
21 456.41 Conplenentary or alternative health care
22 | treatnents. --
23 (1) LEG SLATIVE INTENT.--1t is the intent of the
24 | Legislature that citizens be able to nake inforned choi ces for
25| any type of health care they deemto be an effective option
26| for treating human di sease, pain, injury, defornity, or other
27 | physical or nental condition. It is the intent of the
28 | Legislature that citizens be able to choose fromall health
29 | care options, including the prevailing or conventiona
30| treatnent nethods as well as other treatnents designed to
31| conpl enent or substitute for the prevailing or conventiona
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treatnent nethods. It is the intent of the Legislature that

health care practitioners be able to offer conplenentary or

alternative health care treatnents with the sane requirenents,

provisions, and liabilities as those associated with the

prevailing or conventional treatnment nethods.
(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
(a) "Conplenentary or alternative health care

treatnent" neans any treatnent that is designed to provide

patients with an effective option to the prevailing or

conventional treatnent nethods associated with the services

provided by a health care practitioner. Such a treatnent nay

be provided in addition to or in place of other treatnent

opti ons.

(b) "Health care practitioner" neans any health care
practitioner as defined in s. 456.001(4).

(3) COVWUNI CATI ON OF TREATMENT ALTERNATIVES. --A health
care practitioner who offers to provide a patient with a

conpl enentary or alternative health care treatnent nust inform

the patient of the nature of the treatnent and nust explain

the benefits and risks associated with the treatnent to the

extent necessary for the patient to make an inforned and

prudent decision regarding such treatnent option. In

conpliance with this subsection

(a) The health care practitioner nust informthe

patient of the practitioner's education, experience, and

credentials in relation to the conplenentary or alternative

health care treatnent option

(b) The health care practitioner may, in his or her

di scretion, conmrunicate the information orally or in witten

formdirectly to the patient or to the patient's | ega

representative
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(c) The health care practitioner may, in his or her

di scretion and without restriction, recommend any node of

treatnent that is, in his or her judgnent, in the best

interests of the patient, including conplenentary or

alternative health care treatnents, in accordance with the

provisions of his or her |icense.

(4) RECORDS. --Every health care practitioner providing

a patient with a conplenentary or alternative health care

treatnent nust indicate in the patient's care record the

net hod by which the requirenents of subsection (3) were net.

(5) EFFECT.--This section does not nodify or change

the scope of practice of any licensees of the departnent, nor

does it alter in any way the provisions of the individua

practice acts for those |licensees, which require |licensees to

practice within their respective standards of care and which

prohibit fraud and exploitation of patients.

Section 2. Paragraph (d) of subsection (4) of section
381.026, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

381.026 Florida Patient's Bill of Ri ghts and
Responsi bilities.--

(4) RIGHTS OF PATI ENTS. --Each health care facility or
provi der shall observe the follow ng standards:

(d) Access to health care. --

1. A patient has the right to inpartial access to
nmedi cal treatnent or accommodati ons, regardl ess of race,
national origin, religion, physical handicap, or source of
paynment .

2. A patient has the right to treatnent for any
energency nedical condition that will deteriorate fromfailure
to provide such treatnent.
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3. A patient has the right to access any node of

treatnent that is, in his or her own judgnent and the judgnment

of his or her health care practitioner, in the best interests

of the patient, including conplenentary or alternative health

care treatnents, in accordance with the provisions of s.
456. 41.
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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