Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 1330

By the Cormittee on Education and Senators MIler and Sullivan

21- 1545C- 01

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to student financial

3 assi stance; creating the Vocational Student

4 Assi stance Grant Program providing eligibility
5 criteria for students and educationa

6 institutions; establishing conditions for the
7 anmount of an award; providing programcriteria;
8 providing restrictions; providing

9 adm ni strative procedures; requiring certain
10 reports; requiring recommendations of the

11 Post secondary Education Pl anni ng Comni ssion

12 the State Board of Nonpublic Career Education
13 and the State Board of |ndependent Colleges and
14 Universities; anending s. 231.621, F. S

15 aut hori zing alternative paynent procedures for
16 a |l oan forgi veness program anendi ng s.

17 240. 40201, F.S.; extending and placing a limt
18 upon the eligibility period for the Florida

19 Bri ght Futures Schol arshi p Program
20 redesignating the Florida Merit Schol arship as
21 the Florida Medallion Schol arshi p; anendi ng s.
22 240. 40202, F.S.; defining terns; revising
23 application dates for the Florida Bright
24 Futures Schol arship Program anending s
25 240. 40203, F.S.; defining terns; providing
26 conditions for awards to students in prograns
27 that confer post-baccal aureate degrees;
28 conform ng provisions; anending s. 240. 40204,
29 F.S.; conform ng provisions; anendi ng s.
30 240. 40205, F.S.; elinmnating obsolete
31 provi sions; anmendi ng s. 240.40206, s.
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1 240. 40207, F.S.; conform ng provisions;

2 anmendi ng s. 240.40209, F.S.; directing the

3 Departnent of Education to define fee

4 cal cul ati on; anending s. 240.404, F.S.

5 requiring an application process; providing

6 conditions for maintaining status as a resident
7 for tuition purposes; anmending s. 240.4063,

8 F.S.; conform ng provisions; anmendi ng s.

9 240. 4064, F.S.; revising the tuition

10 rei mbursenent rate; anmending s. 240.409, F. S
11 aut hori zing certain grants for part-tine

12 students; revising terns of eligibility for

13 certain grants; anmending ss. 240. 4095,

14 240. 4097, F.S.; conform ng provisions; anendi ng
15 s. 240.412, F.S.; conform ng provisions

16 anmendi ng s. 240.4126, F.S.; establishing the
17 anmount of an award; conform ng provisions;

18 anmendi ng ss. 240.4128, 240.413, F.S.

19 conform ng provisions; anending s. 240. 437,
20 F.S.; authorizing admnistration by the
21 Departnent of Education for certain scholarship
22 prograns; anendi ng ss. 240.472, 240.6073,
23 240. 6074, 240.6075, F.S.; conform ng
24 provi sions; anending ss. 295.01, 295.02, F. S
25 providing eligibility for students attendi ng
26 certain postsecondary institutions; repealing
27 s. 240.40208, F.S., relating to the transition
28 period for the Bright Futures Schol arship
29 Program repealing s. 240.40242, F.S., relating
30 to criteria for use of certain scholarship
31 funds by children of deceased or disabl ed
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1 veterans; repealing s. 240.465(5), F.S.

2 relating to withhol ding the academ c transcri pt

3 of a borrower who is in default in repaynment of

4 student | oans; providing effective dates.

5

6| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

7

8 Section 1. Vocational Student Assistance G ant

9| Program eligibility for grants.--

10 (1) The Vocational Student Assistance Grant Programis
11| created to be administered by the participating institutions
12| in accordance with rules of the Florida Board of Education

13 (2) A vocational student assistance grant may be nade
14 ) only to a student who enrolls in at | east 6 senester hours per
15 ) term or the equivalent in quarter hours or clock hours, and
16 | who neets the general requirenents for student eligibility as
17 | provided in section 240.404, Florida Statutes, except as

18 | otherwi se provided in this section. Such grants shall be

19 | awarded annually for the anount of denpnstrated unnet need for
20| the cost of education and may not exceed an anpunt equal to
21| the average prior acadenic year cost of matriculation and fees
22 | for 30 credit hours at state universities or the anount

23 | specified in the General Appropriations Act, to any recipient.
24 | A denpnstrated unnet need of |ess than $200 renders the

25| applicant ineligible for a Vocational Student Assistance

26 | G ant.

27 (3) A grant fromthe programmy be awarded to a

28 | student who:

29 (a)l. Is enrolled in a public vocational -technica

30| center, community college, or any nonpublic career education
31| school or college accredited by an association that is

3
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recogni zed by the United States Departnent of Education, which

school or college has never had its accreditation renoved for

any reason, has been in continuous operation for at least 5

years, has been issued a biennial |icense under section

246. 217, Florida Statutes, has not been the subject of a
finding of probable cause and subsequent disciplinary action
under section 246.226 or section 246.228, Florida Statutes, is
not required by the Federal Governnment to apply for

rei mbursenent for Title IV funding, and is |located in and

chartered by the state; or

2. Is enrolled in an institution that has been

|icensed continuously for the preceding 5 years by the State

Board of | ndependent Coll eges and Universities, or has net the

requi renents of section 246.085(1)(a), Florida Statutes, and

is accredited by an association recogni zed by the United

States Departnment of Education, and which coll ege has not been

the subject of a finding of probabl e cause and subsequent

di sciplinary action under section 246.111, section 246.226, or

section 246.228, Florida Statutes, has been issued a |icense

under section 246.217, Florida Statutes, is not required by

the Federal CGovernnent to apply for reinbursenent for Title IV

funding, and is located in and chartered by the state.

(b) Is enrolled in a course or programthat awards a

certificate or diplonma as defined in section 246.203(6),

Fl ori da St at ut es.

1. A student enrolled in a nonpublic school nust be

enrolled in a programwhich is conparabl e and conpati bl e, as

determ ned by the State Board of Nonpublic Career Education

with a public job-preparatory vocational -techni cal program and

t he program standards, including curriculumfranmework and

4
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student perfornmance standards, as provided by rule of the

Fl ori da Board of Educati on.

2. A student enrolled in a nonpublic school nust neet

the sane basic skills requirenents as a student enrolled in

public certificate-level career education as provided by rules

of the Florida Board of Educati on

(4) A student applying for a Florida Vocationa

St udent Assistance Grant nust al so conplete an application for

the Pell Grant and, if the student is enrolled in a program

that neets the Pell Gant eligibility requirenent for program

| ength, the student shall apply for the Pell Gant. The Pel

Grant entitlenment shall be consi dered when conducti ng an

assessnent of the financial resources available to the

student. The criteria and procedure for establishing standards

of eligibility shall be deternined by the departnent in

consultation with the State Board of Nonpublic Career

Education and the State Board of |ndependent Coll eges and

Universities. Priority in the distribution of grant noneys

shall be given to students with the lowest total fanily

resources, in accordance with a nationally recogni zed system

of need anal ysis as deternined pursuant to this subsection

Usi ng the system of need anal ysis, the departnent shal

establi sh a maxi rum expected fanmily contribution. An

institution may not make a grant fromthis programto a

student whose expected fanmily contribution exceeds the |evel

establi shed by the departnent. An institution may not inpose

additional criteria to determne a student's eligibility to

receive a grant award.

(5)(a) A student may not receive sinultaneously a

vocati onal student assistance grant and any other form of

5
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student assi stance grant provided pursuant to section 240. 4009,

section 240.4095, or section 240.4097, Florida Statutes.
(b) The anpbunt of the vocational student assistance

grant may not exceed $1,000 and may not exceed the amount of

denonstrated unnet need for matricul ati on and ot her fees.

(c) A student nmy not receive a vocational student

assi stance grant for nore than 90 senester credit hours of

enrollment, or the equivalent in quarter hours or clock hours.

(d) As a condition of renewal of a vocational student

assi stance grant, a student nust be in conpliance with the

institutional definition of satisfactory progress for the

receipt of federal Title IV prograns and be eligible for

continuous enrollnment in the institution

(6) Each participating institution shall report to the

departnent by the established date the eligible students to

whom grant noneys are di sbursed each acadenic term Each

institution shall also report to the departnent necessary

denographic and eligibility data for such students.

(7)(a) The funds appropriated for the Florida

Vocati onal Student Assistance Grant shall be distributed to

eligible institutions in accordance with a fornmula recomended

by the Departnent of Education's Florida Council of Student

Fi nancial Aid Advisors and revi ewed by the Postsecondary

Educati on Pl anni ng Conmission, the State Board of Nonpublic

Career Education, and the State Board of |ndependent Coll eges

and Uni versities.

(b) Paynent of Florida vocational student assistance

grants shall be transnmitted to the chief executive officer of

the educational institution or to his or her representative in

advance of the registration period. Institutions shall notify

students of the anpunt of their awards.
6
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(c) Institutions shall certify to the Departnent of

Educati on the amount of funds di sbursed to each student and

shall renmt to the departnent any undi sbursed advances by

April 1 of each year for prelinmnary allocation, and June 1 of

each year for reallocation

(d) Each institution that receives noneys through the

Vocati onal Student Assistance Grant Program shall prepare an

annual report that includes an i ndependent external audit of

the institution's adm nistration of the programand a conpl ete

accounting of the noneys in the State Student Financi al

Assi stance Trust Fund allocated to the institution for the

program Such report shall be subnitted to the departnent on

or before March 1 every year. The departnment nmay conduct its

own annual audit of an institution's adm nistration of the

programand its allocated funds. The departnent nmay suspend or

revoke an institution's eligibility to receive future noneys

fromthe trust fund for the programor request a refund of any

noneys overpaid to the institution through the trust fund for

the programif the departnent finds that an institution has

not conplied with the provisions of this section. Any refund

requested pursuant to this paragraph shall be renmtted within
60 days.
(8) Funds appropriated by the Legislature for

vocati onal student assistance grants shall be deposited in the

State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund. Notwi t hstandi ng

the provisions of section 216.301, Florida Statutes, and

pursuant to section 216.351, Florida Statutes, any bal ance in

the trust fund at the end of any fiscal year that has been

all ocated to the Vocational Student Assistance Grant Program

shall remain therein and shall be available for carrying out

t he purposes of this section.

7
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Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
231.621, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

231.621 Critical Teacher Shortage Student Loan
For gi veness Program - -

(2) Fromthe funds avail able, the Departnent of
Educati on may make | oan principal repaynents as follows:

(c) Al repaynents shall be contingent on continued
proof of enploynent in the designated subject areas in this
state and shall be made directly to the holder of the |oan or,
if the loan is paid in full, directly to the teacher. The

state shall not bear responsibility for the collection of any
i nterest charges or other remmining balance. 1In the event
that designated critical teacher shortage subject areas are
changed by the State Board of Education, a teacher shal
continue to be eligible for |oan forgiveness as |long as he or
she continues to teach in the subject area for which the
original |oan repaynent was nade and ot herw se neets al
conditions of eligibility.

Section 3. Subsections (1), (2), (5), and (7) of
section 240.40201, Florida Statutes, are anended, and
subsection (11) is added to that section, to read:

240. 40201 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program - -

(1) The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Programis
created to establish a lottery-funded schol arship programto
reward any Florida high school graduate who nerits recognition
of hi gh academ ¢ achi evenent and who enrolls in a degree
program certificate program or applied technol ogy di pl oma

programat an eligible Florida public or private postsecondary
education institution within 7 3 years of graduation from high
school. An award may not be provided to a student beyond 7

8
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years after high school graduation, regardless of the year in

whi ch the student first receives schol arshi p fundi ng.

(2) The Bright Futures Schol arship Program consists of
three types of awards, the Florida Acadenic Schol arship, the
Fl orida Medal lion Mert+t+ Schol arship, and the Florida
Vocational Gold Seal Schol arship.

(5) The departnent shall issue awards fromthe

schol arshi p program annual | y. Arndat—awards—ay—be—for—up—to
45—serester—credi-t—hours—or—the—eguvatent—Before the

regi stration period each senester, the departnent shal
transnit paynent for each award to the president or director
of the postsecondary education institution, or his or her
representative, except that the departnent may withhold
payrment if the receiving institution fails to report or to
make refunds to the departnment as required in this act.

(a) Wthin 30 days after the end of regul ar
regi stration each senester, the educational institution shal
certify to the departnent the eligibility status of each
student who receives an award. After the end of the drop and
add period, an institution is not required to reeval uate or
revise a student's eligibility status, but nust nmake a refund
to the departnent if a student who receives an award
di sbursenment terninates enrollnment for any reason during an
academic termand a refund is permtted by the institution's
refund policy.

(b) An institution that receives funds fromthe
program shall certify to the departnent the anount of funds
di sbursed to each student and shall renit to the departnment
any undi sbursed advances within 60 days after the end of
regul ar registration.

9
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1 (c) Each institution that receives noneys through this
2 | program shall prepare an annual report that includes an

3 | independent external audit or an audit prepared by the Ofice
4| of the Auditor General. The report shall include an audit of

5| the institution's administration of the programand a conpl ete
6 | accounting of the noneys for the program This report nust be
7| subnmitted to the departnent annually by March 1. The

8 | departnent may conduct its own annual audit of an
9]institution's admnistration of the program The depart nent

10 | may request a refund of any noneys overpaid to the institution
11| for the program The departnent nmay suspend or revoke an

12 | institution's eligibility to receive future noneys for the

13| programif the departnent finds that an institution has not

14 | conplied with this section. The institution nmust remt within
15| 60 days any refund requested in accordance with this

16 | subsecti on.

17 (7) A student nmmy receive only one type of award from
18 | the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Programat a tine, but
19 | may transfer fromone type of award to another through the
20 | renewal application process, if the student's eligibility
21 | status changes. However, a student is not eligible to transfer
22 | froma Florida Medallion Merit Scholarship or a Florida
23 | Vocational Gold Seal Scholarship to a Florida Acadenic
24 | Schol arship. A student who receives an award fromthe program
25| may al so receive a federal famly education loan or a federa
26 | direct |l oan, and the value of the award nust be considered in
27 | the certification or calculation of the student's | oan
28 | eligibility.
29 (11) A student who graduates from hi gh school in 1997
30| or earlier and who is eligible for the Florida Undergraduate
31| Scholar's Program pursuant to s. 240.402, Florida Statutes,

10
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1996 Supplenent, is eligible for the Florida Acadenic Schol ars

award as provided in this chapter. A student who graduates

from high school in 1997 or earlier and who is eligible for

the Florida Vocational Gold Seal Endorsenent Schol arship award
pursuant to s. 240.40201, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent,
is eligible for the Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars

award as provided in this chapter. Award eligibility ends 7

years after high school graduation

Section 4. Paragraphs (b) and (f) of subsection (1)
and subsection (2) of section 240.40202, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

240. 40202 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
student eligibility requirenents for initial awards.--

(1) To be eligible for an initial award from any of
the three types of schol arshi ps under the Florida Bright
Futures Schol arship Program a student nust:

(b) Earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its
equi val ent as described in s. 232.246 or s. 229.814 unless:

1. The student is enrolled full tine in the early
admi ssi on program of an eligible postsecondary education
institution or conpletes a hone education program according to
s. 232.0201; or

2. The student earns a high school diploma froma
non- Fl ori da school while living with a parent or guardi an who
is onnnlitary or public service assignnment away from Fl ori da.

The term "public service assignnent," as used in this

subpar agr aph, neans the occupational assignnent outside

Florida of a person who is a pernmanent resident of Florida and

who is enployed by the United States Governnent or the State

of Florida, a condition of which enploynent is assi gnnent

out si de Fl ori da.

11
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1 (f) Apply for a scholarship fromthe program by Aptit+
2 | +of—thetast—senester—before high school graduation. Requests
3| for exceptions to this deadli ne nay be accepted by the high

4 | school or district through Decenber 31 foll owi ng high schoo

5| graduation. There is no application deadline for a student who
6 | graduates froma non-Florida high school pursuant to

7 | subpar agraph (b) 2.

8 (2) Astudent—is—eHgiblretoaceept—anin-tiat—award

9 | fer—3—years—toHowrnghighschool—gratduation—and—to—accept—a
10 erewal—award—fo V€8 oH-owae—hi-gh hool—egraduation—A
11 | student who—apptes—for—an—award—by—Aprt+—1—-and who neets al
12 | ether eligibility requirenents, but who does not accept his or
13| her award during the first year of eligibility after high

14 | school graduation, may apply for reinstatenent of the award

15| for use within 7 reappty—during—stubseguent—apptcation—periods
16 | up—t6—3 years after high school graduation. Reinstatenent

17 | applications nust be received by the deadline established by
18 | t he Departnent of Educati on.

19 Section 5. Section 240.40203, Florida Statutes, is
20 | anended to read:
21 240. 40203 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
22 | student eligibility requirenents for renewal, reinstatenent,
23| and restoration awards. - -
24 (1) After the first year of eligibility, a student who
25 | wi shes to receive fo—be—eHgibteto—+enew a scholarship from
26 | any of the three types of schol arships under the Florida
27 | Bright Futures Scholarship Program a student nust neet the
28 | following requirenents for either renewal, reinstatenent, or
29 | restoration:
30 (a) Renewal applies to a student who received an award
31| for at least one termduring the previous academ c year. For

12
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 1330
21-1545C-01

renewal, a student nust conplete at |east 12 senester credit

hours or the equivalent in the |ast academ c year in which the
student earned a schol arship and—

tb)y maintain the cunul ati ve grade poi nt average
requi red by the schol arship program except that:

1. If arecipient's grades fall beneath the average
required to renew a Fl orida Acadenic Schol arshi p, but are
sufficient to renew a Florida Mdallion Meti+ Schol arship er—a
Forda—VYocational—GCot-d—Seal—Sehotarship, the Departnent of
Education may grant a renewal fromthe Florida Medallion
Schol ar shi p Progr am ene—ef—thoese—other—scholarship—prograns—
H—the—student—reets—therenewal—eHgr-birHty——reguirerents; or

2. |If upon renewal eval uati on—at—any—tire—durtng—the

eH-gibiHty—period, a student's grades or hours, or both,are
not sufficient rasuffHeient to renew t he schol arship, the

student may use the cunul ative grades or hours, or both,

earned through the following sunmmer to renew t he schol arship

bt v . I I .
I . L u I . L eribletf I

reinstaterent—onty—once. The Legi sl ature encourages

educati onal eduecation institutions to assist students to

cal cul ate whether or not it is possible to raise the grade
poi nt average during the sunmer term +H—the—institution

I . I S et I . . . .
ot I I _hiet I I ,

award—+F+—Ffunds—are—avaitable-The renewal , however, nust not

be granted until the student achieves the required cunul ative

grade point average and earns the required nunber of credit

hours. |f during the sumrer termthe student does not earn +s

aet sufficient hours or to raise the grade point average to
the required renewal |evel, the student is not eligible for an
13
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awar d student—s—hnext—oepportuni-ty—for—renewat—s—the—faH
serrester—of the foll owi ng academ c year
(b) Reinstatenent applies to a student who was

eligible but did not receive an award during the previous

academ c year or years, and who may apply to reestablish use

of the scholarship. For reinstatenent, a student nust have

been eligible at the tine of the student's nbst recent Bright

Futures eligibility determination. The student nust apply for

reinstatenent by submitting a reinstatenent application by the

deadl i ne established by the Departnent of Education

(c) Restoration applies to a student who did not neet

renewal grade-point average or hours-earned requirenents at a

prior evaluation period. A student nay restore eligibility by

neeting the required renewal grade-point average at a

subsequent renewal eval uation period. A student is eligible

for restoration only once. The student nust subnit a

restoration application by the deadlines established by the

Depart nent of Educti on.

(2) A student who is enrolled in a programthat
ternmnates in an associ ate degree or a baccal aureate degree
may receive an award for a nmaxi num of 110 percent of the
nunber of credit hours required to conplete the program A
student who is enrolled in a programthat terninates in a
technical certificate may receive an award for a nmaxi num of
110 percent of the credit hours or clock hours required to
conplete the programup to 90 credit hours. A student who
transfers fromone of these program|evels to another becones
eligible for the higher of the two credit hour limts.

(3) A Florida Academ c Scholar or a Florida Medallion
Scholar who is enrolled in a conbi ned under graduate and

graduate programthat ternminates in the award of a
14
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1| post-baccal aureate degree or the sinmultaneous award of

2 | baccal aureat e and post-baccal aureate degrees nmy receive an
3| anard for a maxi numof 110 percent of the nunber of credit

4| hours required to conplete a standard under graduate program at
5| the institution attended, at the undergraduate rate.

6 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 240.40204,

7| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

8 240. 40204 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
9| eligible postsecondary education institutions.--A student is
10| eligible for an award or the renewal of an award fromthe

11| Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Programif the student

12 | neets the requirenments for the program as described in this
13 ) act and is enrolled in a postsecondary education institution
14 | that neets the description in any one of the foll owi ng

15 | subsecti ons:

16 (2) An independent Florida college or university that
17 | is accredited by an accrediting agency that is recogni zed by
18 | the United States Departnent of Educati on a—renber—ef—the

19 | Commi-sston—on—Recoghiton—of—Poestsecondary—Acereditation and
20 | which has operated in the state for at |east 3 years.

21 Section 7. Subsections (1) and (4) of section

22 | 240. 40205, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

23 240. 40205 Florida Acadeni ¢ Schol ars award. - -

24 (1) A student is eligible for a Florida Acadenic

25| Scholars award if the student neets the general eligibility
26 | requirenments for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship

27 | Program and t he student:

28 (a) Has achieved a 3.5 weighted grade point average as
29 | cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or its equivalent, in
30 | high school courses that are adopted by the Board of Regents
31

15
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and recommended by the State Board of Comrunity Coll eges as
col | ege- preparatory acadeni ¢ courses; and

(b) Has attained at |east the score identified by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Col |l ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or

(c) Has attended a hone education program according to
S. 232.0201 during grades 11 and 12 or has conpl eted the
International Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
I nternational Baccal aureate Di pl oma, and has attai ned at | east
the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the
Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege
Entrance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
Col | ege Testing Program or

(d) Has been awarded an International Baccal aureate
Di ploma fromthe International Baccal aureate Office; or

(e) Has been recognized by the nerit or achi evenent
prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a
scholar or finalist; or

(f) Has been recogni zed by the National Hispanic
Recognition Program as a schol ar reci pient.

Efectivewi-th—the—1998-1999-—sechool—year-A st udent nust

conpl ete a program of conmunity service work, as approved by

the district school board or the adm nistrators of a nonpublic

school, which shall include a m ni nrumof 75 hours of service

work and require the student to identify a social problemthat
16
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1| interests himor her, develop a plan for his or her persona

2 | invol venent in addressing the problem and, through papers or
3| other presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her

4 | experience.

5 (4) In each school district, the Florida Academ c

6 | Scholar with the highest acadenic ranking shall be designhated
7 | as an Acadenic Top Schol ar and shall receive an additiona

8 | award of $1,500 for college-rel ated expenses. This award nust
9| be funded fromthe Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
10 Section 8. Section 240.40206, Florida Statutes, is

11 | anended to read:

12 240. 40206 Florida Medallion Mrit Schol ars award. - -
13 (1) A student is eligible for a Florida Mdallion

14 | Meri+t Schol ars award if the student neets the genera

15 ) eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures

16 | Schol arship Program and the student:

17 (a)1l. Has achieved a wei ghted grade point average of
18 |1 3.0 as cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or the equivalent,
19 | in high school courses that are adopted by the Board of

20 | Regents and reconmended by the State Board of Community

21| Col l eges as coll ege-preparatory acadeni ¢ courses; and

22 2.{b)y Has attained at |east the score identified by

23| rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba

24 | and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
25| Schol asti c Assessnment Test, or the recentered Schol astic

26 | Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance Exanination, or an

27 | equi val ent score on the American Coll ege Testing Program o+
28 (b) te) Has attended a home education program accordi ng
29 | to s. 232.0201 during grades 11 and 12 or has conpleted the
30| International Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
31| International Baccal aureate Di pl oma, and has attai ned at | east

17
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the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the

Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege
Entrance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
Col | ege Testing Program —

(c) Has been recognized by the nerit or achi evenent

prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a

scholar or finalist but has not conpleted a program of

community service as provided in s. 240.40205; or

(d) Has been recogni zed by the National Hispanic

Recognition Program as a scholar, but has not conpleted a

program of community service as provided in s. 240.40205.
(2) A Florida Medallion Merit Scholar is eligible for
an award equal to the anmobunt required to pay 75 percent of

matriculation and fees, if the student is enrolled in a public
post secondary education institution. A student who is enrolled
in a nonpublic postsecondary education institution is eligible
for an award equal to the ampbunt that would be required to pay
75 percent of the matriculation and fees of a public
post secondary education institution at the conparable |evel.
(3) To be eligible for a renewal award as a Florida
Medal | i on Mer++ Schol ar, a student nust nmaintain the
equi val ent of a grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale for
al | postsecondary education work attenpted, with an
opportunity for restorati on reinstaterent one tine as provi ded
in this act.
Section 9. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (1)
and subsections (3) and (4) of section 240.40207, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

18
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1 240. 40207 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars

2| award.--The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award is

3| created within the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
4] to recognize and reward acadeni ¢ achi evenent and vocati ona

5| preparation by high school students who wish to continue their
6 | educati on.

7 (1) A student is eligible for a Florida Gold Sea

8 | Vocational Scholars award if the student neets the genera

9] eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures

10 | Schol arship Program and the student:

11 (a) Conpl etes the—secondary—schoot——portion—of—a

12 | seguential—programof—studies—that—reguires at | east three

13 | consecuti ve secondary school vocational credits takenover—at

=
N

15

16

17

18

19

20

21 | epportunities—On-the-job training may not be substituted for
22 | any of the three required vocational credits.

23 (c) Earns a mninmum cunul ati ve wei ghted grade point
24 | average of 3.0, as calculated pursuant to s. 240.40202, on al
25| subjects required for a standard hi gh school diplong,

26 | excl uding el ective courses.

27 (3) To be eligible for a renewal or restoration award
28 | as a Florida CGold Seal Vocational Scholar, a student nust neet
29 | the requirenents of s. 240.40203 and t he mainAtain—the

30 | eguivatent—of—a grade point average requirenent of 2.75 on a
31] 4.0 scale for all postsecondary education work attenpted. A

19
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student has—with an opportunity for one restoration

reinstaterent—one—ti+we as provided in this act.
(4) A student may earn a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa

Schol arship for 110 percent of the nunber of credit hours
required to conplete the program up to 90 credit hours or the
equivalent. A Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholar who neets
all renewal requirenents for the Florida Medallion Schol ars
awar d, has—a—curtative—grade—point—average—of—2—+5—+n—-att+
postsecondary—edducat-on—work—attenpted my apply for a Florida

Medal | i on Meri+ Schol ars award at any renewal period or the

departnment may transfer the student to the Florida Medallion

Schol ars Award during any renewal period. Al other provisions

of that program apply, and the credit-hour linmitation nust be
cal cul ated by subtracting fromthe student's total eligibility
t he nunber of credit hours the student attenpted while earning
the Gold Seal Vocational Schol arship.

Section 10. Section 240.40209, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 40209 Bright Futures Schol arship recipients
attendi ng nonpublic institutions; calculation of
awar ds. -- Not wi t hst andi ng ss. 240. 40201, 240. 40205, 240. 40206,
and 240. 40207, a student who receives any award under the
Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program who is enrolled in
a nonpublic postsecondary education institution, and who is
assessed tuition and fees that are the sane as those of a
full-tinme student at that institution, shall receive a fixed
award cal cul ated by using the average matricul ati on and fee
cal cul ation as defined by the Departnent of Education for

full-tine attendance at a public postsecondary education

institution at the conparable level. If the student is

enrolled part-tine and is assessed tuition and fees at a
20
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reduced level, the award shall be either one-half of the
maxi nrum award or three-fourths of the nmaxi num award, depending
on the |l evel of fees assessed.

Section 11. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and
subsection (3) of section 240.404, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
for state financial aid.--

(1)(a) The general requirenents for eligibility of
students for state financial aid awards consist of the
fol | owi ng:

1. Achievenent of the academnic requirenents of and
acceptance at a state university or community college; a
nursi ng di pl oma school approved by the Florida Board of
Nursing; a Florida college, university, or community coll ege
which is accredited by an accrediting agency recogni zed by the
United States Departnent of Educati on a—rnerber—of—the
Conmi-sston—on—Recogni-tion—of—Postsecondary—Aceredi-tation; any

Florida institution the credits of which are acceptable for

transfer to state universities; any area technical center; or
any private vocational -technical institution accredited by an
accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent

of Educati on a—+enrber—of—the—Comri-sston—omn—Recogrition—of
Poestsecondary—Aceredi-tation.

2. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year

preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant
to s. 240.409, s. 240.4095, s. 240.4097, s. 240.412, s.
240. 4125, s. 240.413, s. 240.4987, s. 240.605, or s. 240.606.
Residency in this state nust be for purposes other than to
obtai n an education. Resident status for purposes of receiving
state financial aid awards shall be determined in the sane

21
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manner as resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s.

240. 1201 and rules of the State Board of Education. A person
who has been properly classified as a resident by a

post secondary education institution for initial receipt of

st at e-funded student financial assistance and found to be

eligible to participate in a financial assistance program nay

continue to qualify as a resident for state-funded fi nancial

aid prograns if the student maintains continuous enrol |l nent at

t he postsecondary education institution, with no break in

enrol |l ment greater than 12 consecutive nonths.

3. Submission of certification attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information
provided to denpnstrate a student's eligibility to receive
state financial aid awards. Fal sification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be nade. Additionally, students who
knowi ngly nake fal se statenents in order to receive state
financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
be required to return all state financial aid awards
wrongful | y obt ai ned.

4, Conpletion of the Free Application for Federa
Student Aid provided by the U S. Departnent of Education and
submitted as required by the Florida Departnent of Education

(3) Undergraduate students shall be eligible to
receive financial aid for a maxi mum of 110 percent of the

nunber of credit hours required to conplete the program$8
seresters—or—12quarters. However—undergratduate—students
- . . " . e I

oo it e | | w | |
22
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1 . . I . i . ’
2 | students—enroHed—i+n—a 5—year—undergradvate—degree—program

3 | shatHH—be—eHgibtetoreceirveFHnancra—at-dfor—amaxinumoft—2106
4 | seresters—or—i5—¢quarters—

5 Section 12. Subsection (2) of section 240. 4063,

6| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

7 240. 4063 Florida Teacher Schol arship and Forgi vabl e

8 | Loan Program - -

9 (2) Wthin the Florida Teacher Schol arship and

10 | Forgivabl e Loan Program shall be established the "Chappie"

11| Janes Most Prom sing Teacher Schol arship which shall be

12 | offered to a top graduating senior fromeach publicly funded
13 | pubH—<€ secondary school in the state. An additional nunber of
14 | " Chappi e" Janes Mst Prom sing Teacher Schol arship awards

15| shall be offered annually to graduating seniors from nonpublic
16 | secondary schools in the state which are listed with the

17 | Departnent of Education and accredited by the Southern

18 | Associ ation of Colleges and Schools or any other private

19 | statewi de accrediting agency which nmakes public its standards,
20 | procedures, and nenber schools. The nonpublic secondary

21| schools shall be in conpliance with regulations of the Ofice
22| for Cvil Rights. The nunber of awards to nonpublic secondary
23 | school students shall be proportional to the nunber of awards
24 | avail able to public secondary school students and shall be

25| calculated as the ratio of the nunber of nonpublic to public
26 | secondary school seniors in the state nmultiplied by the nunber
27 | of public secondary schools in the state.

28 (a) The scholarship may be used for attendance at a

29 | state university, a conmunity college, or an independent

30| institution as defined in s. 240.605.

31

23
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(b) The anount of the scholarship is $1,500 and may be
renewed for 1 year if the student earns a 2.5 cunul ati ve grade
poi nt average and 12 credit hours per termand neets the
eligibility requirenments for renewal of the award.

(c) To be eligible for the schol arship, a student
shall: be ranked within the top quartile of the senior class;
have been an active nenber of a high school future teacher
organi zation, if such organization exists in the student's
school ; have earned a ni ni num unwei ghted cunul ati ve grade
poi nt average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale; file an application
within the application period; neet the general requirenents
for student eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as
ot herwi se provided in this section; and have the intent to
enter the public teaching profession in Florida.

(d) Three candi dates fromeach publicly funded pubtH—e
secondary school and one candi date from each nonpublic

secondary school in the state shall be nom nated by the
principal and a committee of teachers, based on criteria which
shall include, but need not be [imted to, rank in cl ass,
standardi zed test scores, cunul ative grade point average,
extracurricular activities, letters of recommendati on, an
essay, and a declaration of intention to teach in a public
school in the state.

(e) From public secondary school noninees, the
Conmmi ssi oner of Education shall select a graduating senior
fromeach publicly funded pubtH—¢ high school to receive a

schol arship. Selection of recipients fromnonpublic secondary
school s shall be made by a committee appointed by the
Conmmi ssi oner of Education conprised of representatives from
nonpubl i c secondary schools and the Departnent of Education

24
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(f) Fifteen percent of schol arshi ps awarded shall be

to minority students. However, in the event that fewer than
15 percent of the total eligible noninees are nmnority
students, the comm ssioner nmay all ocate all award funds as
Il ong as a scholarship loan is reserved for each eligible
m nority nomi nee.

Section 13. Subsections (2) and (3) of section
240. 4064, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240. 4064 Critical teacher shortage tuition
rei mbursenent program - -

(2) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to
i mpl erent the critical teacher shortage tuition reinbursenent
program Any full-tine certified teacher in a Florida publicly

funded school or devel opnental research school pubHe—sechool

to—teach—+n—this——state is eligible for the program For the
pur poses of this program tuition reinbursenent shall be
limted to courses in critical teacher shortage areas as
determ ned by the State Board of Education. Such courses
shal |l be

(a) Gaduate-level courses leading to a nmaster's,
speci al i st, or doctoral degree;

(b) Graduate-level courses leading to a new
certification area; or

(c) State-approved undergraduate courses | eading to an
advanced degree or new certification area.

(3) Participants may receive tuition reinbursenent
payrments for up to 9 senmester hours, or the equivalent in
quarter hours, per year, at a rate not to exceed$115$78 per
senester hour, up to a total of 36 senester hours. Al tuition

25
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1| rei nbursenents shall be contingent on passing an approved

2| course with a mininmumgrade of 3.0 or its equivalent.

3 Section 14. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
4| 240.409, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

5 240.409 Florida Public Student Assistance G ant

6| Program eligibility for grants.--

7 (2)(a) State student assistance grants through the

8 | program may be nade only to fuH—ti+e degree-seeki ng students
9| who enroll in at |least 6 senester hours or the equival ent, per
10 | term and who neet the general requirenents for student

11 ) eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as otherw se

12 | provided in this section. Such grants shall be awarded

13 | annual ly for the anpbunt of denonstrated unnet need for the

14 | cost of education and may not exceed an anmount equal to the
15 | average prior academ c year cost of matricul ation fees and

16 | other registration fees for 30 credit hours at state

17 | universities or such other anmobunt as specified in the Genera
18 | Appropriations Act, to any recipient. A denpnstrated unnet

19 | need of | ess than $200 shall render the applicant ineligible
20| for a state student assistance grant. Recipients of such

21 | grants nust have been accepted at a state university or

22 | community coll ege authorized by Florida |aw. A Ne student is
23| eligible for the award for 110 percent of the nunber of credit
24 | hours required to conpl ete the program ray—t+receive—an—award
25 | for—rmpre—than—the—eguvalent—of—9—senresters—or—t4—equarters—of
26 | FuH—ti+we—enrottrent, except as otherw se provided in s.

27 | 240.404(3).

28 Section 15. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
29 | 240. 4095, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

30 240.4095 Florida Private Student Assistance G ant

31| Program eligibility for grants.--

26
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1 (2)(a) Florida private student assistance grants from
2| the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund nay be nade
3lonly to full-tine degree-seeking students who neet the genera
4| requirenents for student eligibility as provided in s.

5] 240. 404, except as otherwi se provided in this section. Such

6 | grants shall be awarded for the amount of denobnstrated unnet

7| need for tuition and fees and may not exceed an anount equa

8| to the average matriculation and other registration fees for

9] 30 credit hours at state universities plus $1,000 per acadenic
10 | year, or as specified in the General Appropriations Act, to

11 | any applicant. A denpnstrated unnet need of |ess than $200

12 | shall render the applicant ineligible for a Florida private

13 | student assistance grant. Recipients of such grants nust have
14 | been accepted at a baccal aur eat e- degree-granti ng i ndependent
15| nonprofit college or university, which is accredited by the

16 | Conmi ssion on Coll eges of the Southern Association of Coll eges
17 | and School s and which is located in and chartered as a

18 | donmestic corporation by the state. A Ne student is eligible

19| for the award for 110 percent of credit hours required to
20 | conpl et e the program mray—receive—an—award—for—nore—than—the
21 | eguivatent—of—9——senesters—or—4—quarters—of—fuHH—ti+e
22 | enroHent, except as otherwi se provided in s. 240.404(3).
23 Section 16. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
24 | 240. 4097, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
25 240. 4097 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance
26 | Gant Program eligibility for grants.--
27 (2)(a) Florida postsecondary student assistance grants
28 | through the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund nay
29 | be made only to full tinme degree-seeking students who neet the
30 | general requirenents for student eligibility as provided in s.
31| 240. 404, except as otherwi se provided in this section. Such

27
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grants shall be awarded for the amount of denonstrated unnet
need for tuition and fees and may not exceed an anmount equa
to the average prior acadenm c year cost of matricul ation and
other registration fees for 30 credit hours at state
uni versities plus $1, 000 per acadenic year, or as specified in
the General Appropriations Act, to any applicant. A
denonstrated unnmet need of |ess than $200 shall render the
applicant ineligible for a Florida postsecondary student
assi stance grant. Recipients of such grants nust have been
accepted at a postsecondary institution that is located in the
state and that is:

1. A private nursing diplom school approved by the
Fl ori da Board of Nursing; or

2. Aninstitution either licensed by the State Board
of Independent Colleges and Universities or exenpt from
|icensure pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(a), excluding those
institutions the students of which are eligible to receive a
Florida private student assistance grant pursuant to s.
240. 4095.

A No student is eligible for the award for 110 percent of the

nunber of credit hours required to conplete the program fay
. w I I e :
or—H4—euarters—of—FuH—tirme—enroHrent, except as ot herw se
provided in s. 240.404(3).
Section 17. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) and

subsection (6) of section 240.412, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

240. 412 Jose Marti Schol arshi p Chal |l enge G ant
Program - -

28
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(5)(a) In order to be eligible to receive a
schol arship pursuant to this section, an applicant shall

1. Be a Hispanic-Anrerican, or a person of Spanish
culture with origins in Mexico, South Anerica, Centra
Anerica, or the Caribbean, regardl ess of race.

2. Be acitizen of the United States and neet the
general requirements for student eligibility as provided in s.
240. 404, except as otherwise provided in this section

3. Be accepted at a state university or comrunity
coll ege or any Florida college or university accredited by an
accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent

of Educati on a—+enrber—of—the—Comri-sston—on—Recogrition—of
I r . I r f hiel
o et it . F F
. Lt es
4. Enroll as a full-tinme undergraduate or—gratuate
st udent .

5. Earn a 3.0 unwei ghted grade point average on a 4.0
scal e, or the equivalent for high school subjects creditable

toward a di pl oma. H—an—appH-ecant—apptes—as—agratduate
students—he—or—she—shaH—have—earnet—a 3 0—<curutative—grade
point—average—for—undergraduate—coHege—tevel—courses—

(6) The annual scholarship to each recipient shall be
$2,000. Priority in the distribution of schol arships shall be
given to students with the lowest total famly resources
Renewal schol arshi ps shall take precedence over new awards in
any year in which funds are not sufficient to neet the total
need. No undergraduate student shall receive an award for
nore than the equivalent of 8 senesters or 12 quarters over a
period of no nore than 6 consecutive years, except as

ot herwi se provided in s. 240.404(3). No—gradvate—student—shat
29
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1 | reecetrve—an—award—for—rore—than—the—eguivatent—of—4——senesters

2 | er—6—¢quarters—

3 Section 18. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
4| 240.4126, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

5 240. 4126 Rosewood Fanmily Schol arship Program - -

6 (2) The Rosewood Family Schol arship Program shall be

7 | adm ni stered by the Departnent of Education. The State Board
8 | of Education shall adopt rules for admnistering this program
9| which shall at a mininmum provide for the foll ow ng:

10 (a) The annual award to a student shall be up—te

11 | $4, 000 but—shoul-drnoet—exceed—an—amunt—n—excess—of+tuition

12 | ant—+reg-stration—+fees.

13 Section 19. Subsection (3) of section 240.4128

14| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

15 240. 4128 Mnority teacher education schol ars

16 | program--There is created the ninority teacher education

17 | scholars program which is a collaborative performance-based
18 | schol arship program for African-Anerican, Hi spanic-Anerican

19 | Asi an- Anerican, and Native Anerican students. The participants
20| in the programinclude Florida's public comunity coll eges and
21| its public and private universities that have teacher

22 | educati on prograns.

23 (3) The total anount appropriated annually for new

24 | schol arships in the program nust be divided by $4,000 and by
25| the nunber of participating colleges and universities. Each

26 | participating institution has access to the sane nunber of

27 | schol arships and may award all of themto eligible mnority

28 | students. If a college or university does not award all of its
29 | schol arships by the date set by the program administration at
30| the Florida Fund for Mnority Teachers, Inc., the renmining

31| schol arships nmust be transferred to another institution that

30
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1| has eligible students. Each participating institution shal

2| report to the departnment by the established date the eligible
3| students to whom grant noneys are di shursed each academ c

41 term Each institution shall also report to the departnent

5| denpgraphic and eligibility data for the recipient.

6 Section 20. Subsection (2) of section 240.413, Florida
7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 240. 413 Seminole and M ccosukee I ndi an Schol arshi ps. --
9 (2) Schol arshi ps shall be awarded by the departnent to
10 | students who:

11 (a) Have graduated from high school, have earned an
12 | equi val ency di pl oma i ssued by the Departnent of Education

13 | pursuant to s. 229.814, have earned an equival ency di pl oma

14 | issued by the United States Arned Forces Institute, or have
15 | been accepted through an early admi ssion program

16 (b) Are enrolled at a state university or community
17 | coll ege authorized by Florida law, a nursing diplonma schoo

18 | approved by the Board of Nursing; any Florida college,

19 | university, or comunity college which is accredited by an

20 | accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent
21 | of Educati on a—+nerber—of—the—Comrisston—omn—Recoghition—of

22 I r e L oridai . . I

23 | eredi-ts—of—whi-ch—are—acceptabtefor—transfer—to——state

24 . ties:

25 (c) Are enrolled as either full-tine or part-tine

26 | under graduate or graduate students and nake satisfactory

27 | acadenmi c progress as defined by the college or university;

28 (d) Have been recommended by the Seninole Tribe of

29| Florida or the Mccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida; and

30

31
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(e) Meet the general requirenents for student
eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as otherw se
provided in this section.

Section 21. Subsection (6) of section 240.437, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 437 Student financial aid planning and
devel opnent . - -

(6) EHeetive—duty—1—1992-All new and existing
financial assistance prograns authorized under this part, and
those prograns in other parts of the Florida Statutes which

are adnmini stered by the Florida Departnment of Educati on,

Bur eau of Student Fi nanci al Assistance, which are not funded

for 3 consecutive years after enactnent shall stand repeal ed
Fi nanci al aid progranms provided under this part on July 1,
1992, which lose funding for 3 consecutive years shall stand
repeal ed. The Bureau ©&+ee of Student Financial Assistance of
t he Departnent of Education shall annually review the
| egi slative appropriation of financial aid to identify such
prograns.

Section 22. Subsection (13) of section 240.472,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

240.472 Definitions.--As used in this act:

(13) "lInstitution" neans any coll ege or university
whi ch, by virtue of law or charter, is accredited by an
accrediting agency that is recogni zed by the United States

Depart nent of Educati on and—hotds—renrbership—i+n—the—Cormm-ssion
on—Recoghi-tion—of—Postsecondary—Aceredi-tatioen; which grants

baccal aureate or associ ate degrees; which is not a pervasively

sectarian institution; and which does not discrimnate in the
admi ssi on of students on the basis of race, color, religion
sex, or creed.

32
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1 Section 23. Subsection (1) and paragraph (d) of

2 | subsection (2) of section 240.6073, Florida Statutes, are

3 | anended to read:

4 240.6073 Critical Cccupational Therapist or Physica

5| Therapi st Shortage Student Loan Forgiveness Program --

6 (1) There is established the Critical GCccupationa

7 | Therapi st or Physical Therapist Shortage Student Loan

8 | Forgi veness Program The primary function of the programis
9| to make repaynents toward | oans received by students from

10| institutions for the support of postsecondary study of

11 | occupational therapy or physical therapy. Repaynents shall be
12 | rade to qualified applicants who initiate enploynent in the
13 | publicly funded pubH-e schools of this state and who apply

14 | during their first year of enploynent in a public schoo

15| setting.

16 (2) Fromthe funds avail able, the Departnent of

17 | Education is authorized to nake | oan principal repaynents as
18 | fol |l ows:

19 (d) Al repaynents shall be contingent on continued
20 | proof of enploynment for 3 years as a therapist or therapy
21| assistant by the publicly funded pubt—€ schools in this state
22 | and shall be made directly to the holder of the loan or, if
23| the loan is paid in full, directly to the therapist. The state
24 | shall not bear the responsibility for the collection of any
25| interest charges or other renmmining balance. |n the event
26 | that a critical shortage is no longer verified, a therapist or
27 | therapy assistant shall continue to be eligible for |oan
28 | forgiveness as long as the therapist or therapy assistant
29 | continues to be enployed by the public schools of this state
30| and otherwi se neets all conditions of eligibility.
31
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1 Section 24. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and

2 | subsection (4) of section 240.6074, Florida Statutes, are

3 | anended to read:

4 240.6074 Critical Cccupational Therapist or Physica
5| Therapi st Shortage Schol arshi p Loan Program - -

6 (2) To be eligible, a candidate shall

7 (b) Have declared an intention to be enployed by the
8 | publicly funded ptubti+e schools of this state for 3 years

9| foll owing conpletion of the requirenments. |n the event

10| critical shortage areas are changed by the State Board of

11 | Education, a student shall continue to be eligible for an

12 | award as long as the student continues in the therapi st

13 | educational programfor which the initial award was nade and
14 | the student otherw se nmeets all other conditions of

15 eligibility.

16 (4) The State Board of Education shall adopt by rule
17 | repaynent schedul es and applicable interest rates under ss.
18 | 240. 451 and 240.465. A schol arship | oan nust be paid back

19 | within 10 years of conpletion of a program of studies.

20 (a) Credit for repaynent of a schol arship | oan shal
21| be in an amount not to exceed $2,000 plus applicable accrued
22 | interest for each full year of enploynent by the publicly

23 | funded pubH-¢ schools of this state.

24 (b) Any therapist or therapy assistant who fails to be
25 | enpl oyed by a publicly funded pubH-e school in this state as
26 | specified in this subsection is responsible for repaying the
27 | loan plus interest. Repaynent schedul es and applicable

28 | interest rates shall be deternmined by the rules of the State
29 | Board of Education under ss. 240.451 and 240. 465.

30 Section 25. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section
31| 240. 6075, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

34
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s
240.6075 Critical Cccupational Therapist or Physica
Ther api st Shortage Tuition Rei nbursenent Program --
(1) There is established the Critical GCccupationa
Ther api st or Physical Therapist Shortage Tuition Rei nbursenent

Programto inprove the skills and know edge of current

t herapi sts and therapy assistants who are enployed by a

publicly funded school in this state the—publHe—school—system
(2) Any full-tinme pubHec—sechoot enployee in a publicly

funded school in this state who is licensed to practice

occupational therapy or physical therapy in this state is
eligible for the program

(4) The participant shall be enployed by a publicly
funded school the—pubHec—schoots of this state for 3 years
following conpletion of the requirenents.

Section 26. Section 295.01, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

295.01 Children of deceased or disabl ed veterans;
educati on. - -

(1) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the
state to provide educational opportunity at state expense for
dependent children either of whose parents was a resident of
the state at the tine such parent entered the Arnmed Forces
and:

(a) Diedin that service or frominjuries sustained or
di sease contracted during a period of wartine service as
defined in s. 1.01(14) or has died since or may hereafter die
fromdi seases or disability resulting fromsuch war service,
or

(b) Has been

1. Deternmined by the United States Departnent of
Veterans Affairs or its predecessor to have a

35
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1| service-connected 100-percent total and permanent disability
2| rating for conpensation

3 2. Deternmined to have a service-connected total and
4 | permanent disability rating of 100 percent and is in receipt
5] of disability retirenent pay from any branch of the United
6| States Arned Services, or

7 3. Issued a valid identification card by the

8 | Departnent of Veterans' Affairs in accordance with s. 295.17.
9 (2) when The parents of such children nust have been
10 | bona fide residents of the state for 5 years next preceding
11| their application for the benefits under this section hereof—
12 | ant—subjeet—to—the—rutes—rest+rietions—andt+mtations

13 | hereof-.

14 (3) 2y The provisions of ss. 240.404, 295.03, 295. 04,
15| and 295. 05 shall apply.

16 (4) 3y The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
17 | for adnministering this section.

18 Section 27. Section 295.02, Florida Statutes, is

19 | anended to read:

20 295.02 Use of funds; age, etc.--

21 (1) Al sums appropriated and expended under this

22 | chapter shall be used to pay matricul ati on tuirti+en and

23 | registration fees as defined by the Departnent of Education
24 | board, and roomrent and to buy books and supplies for the
25| children of :

26 (a) Deceased or disabled veterans or service nenbers,
27| as defined and limted in s. 295.01, s. 295.016, s. 295.017,
28 | s. 295.018, or s. 295.0195;;or ef

29 (b) Parents classified as prisoners of war or missing
30| in action, as defined and limted in s. 295.015. ;-

31
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1 (2) Such children nust be who—are between the ages of

2] 16 and 22 years and attend who—are—+n—attendance—at a

3| state-supported institution of higher learning, including a

4 | conmunity coll ege or vocational-technical school or attend any
5| postsecondary institution eligible to participate in the

6| Florida Bright Futures Program A student attendi ng an

7] eligible nonpublic institution may recei ve an award equi val ent
8| to the average natriculation and fees calculated for full-tine
9] enrollnent at a public postsecondary institution at the

10 | conparable level. Any child having entered upon a course of
11 | training or education under the provisions of this chapter

12 | consisting of a course of not nore than 4 years, and arriving
13| at the age of 22 years before the conpletion of such course
14 | may continue the course and receive all benefits of the

15| provisions of this chapter until the course is conpleted. The
16 | Departnent of Education shall administer this educational

17 | program subj ect to regul ations of the departnent.

18 Section 28. Sections 240.40208, 240.40242, and

19 | subsection (5) of section 240.465, Florida Statutes, are
20 | repeal ed
21 Section 29. Except as otherw se provided in this act,
22 | this act shall take effect July 1, 2001
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBsgggngUTE FOR

The Conmittee Substitute does not create a need-based aid
programto distribute grants to universities. Instead, it
creates a new need-baséed grant programfor students in
techni cal education, authorizes part-tine students to be
eligible for the Florida Public Student Assistance Grant, and
makeés a nunber of changes to statutes relating to student
financi al assistance. st of the changes are technical or
adm ni strative:

Al applicants for state financial assistance prograns wl|
fill out the Free APB|IcatI0n for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
whi ch denonstrates e level of need for financial assistance.

The. Rosewood Family Schol arship will pay $4,000 to each
recipient.

Aut hori zed payments for recipients of the Critical Teacher
Shortage Tuition Reinbursenent Program are increased from $78
to $115 per credit hour.

The foll owi ng changes are nade to the Bright Futures
Schol ar shi p program

Awards are available for 7 years after high school graduation
The Merit Scholarship is renaned the Medal | i on Schol arshi p.
St udents who graduate froman out-of-state high school are
eligible for a scholarship only if their parents are required

to Nve out of state because of a clearly defined public
servi ce assi gnnent.

Application deadlines are less restrictive: a student may
apply by high school graduation, with exceptions allowed up to
Decenber 31:

The terns "renewal, reinstatenment, and restoration"” are
defined and used consistently.

A student in a 5-year_ undergraduate and graduate-level program
will earn a scholarship worth the sane anpbunt as a student~in
a 4-year undergraduate program

A student will be eligible for the Medallion Schol arship

w thout earning a GPA of 3.0 and without conpleting a ]
community service PrBLept, if the student is a National Merit
Schol ar, “a Nati ona rit Finalist, or a National Hispanic

Schol ar.

The vocational courses required for the Gold Seal Schol arship
are sinplified. They nust be three consecutive vocationa
credits.

In addition, the bill makes technical and adm ni strative
changes to various prograns as reconmended by Departnent of

Educati on.
38
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