Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 CS/ HB 1363

By the Conmittee on Fiscal Policy & Resources and
Represent ati ve Fasano

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to pari-nutuel wagering;

3 requiring dogracing pernmtholders to provide a
4 greyhound adopti on booth at each dogracing

5 facility in the state; requiring that

6 i nformati on concerning the adoption of a

7 greyhound be made avail able to the public at

8 the facility; requiring the permitholder to

9 provi de adoption information in racing prograns
10 and to identify greyhounds that will becone

11 avail abl e for adoption; authorizing the

12 permtholder to hold an additional charity day
13 that is designated as "G eyhound Adopt - A- Pet
14 Day"; requiring that profits derived fromthe
15 charity day be used to fund activities

16 pronoting the adoption of greyhounds;

17 aut hori zing the Division of Pari-mnutue

18 Wagering within the Departnent of Business and
19 Prof essi onal Regul ation to adopt rules;

20 providi ng penalties; amending s. 550.1647,

21 F.S., relating to unclained tickets and breaks
22 with respect to greyhound racing; defining the
23 term "bona fide organi zation that pronotes or
24 encour ages the adoption of greyhounds”

25 anendi ng s. 550.5251, F.S.; revising

26 requi renments for the operation of cardroons by
27 t hor oughbred raci ng permthol ders; anending s.
28 849.086, F.S.; revising requirenents for the
29 operation of cardroons; revising a definition
30 aut hori zing a permithol der to anend an

31 application for |icense renewal; providing
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1 requirenents for licensure of certain

2 perm thol ders; providing for |icensing fees;

3 revising conditions for operating a cardroom

4 aut hori zing cardroons to award prizes; linmting

5 the anount of a bet; revising the rate of the

6 gross receipts tax on adnissions; revising the

7 percentage of the tax which nust be used for

8 speci fi ed purposes; providing an effective

9 dat e.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. Geyhound adoptions. --

14 (1) Each dogracing pernithol der operating a dogracing

15| facility in this state shall provide for a greyhound adoption
16 | booth to be located at the facility. The greyhound adoption

17 | booth nust be operated on weekends by personnel or vol unteers
18 | froma bona fide organi zation that pronptes or encourages the
19 | adoption of greyhounds pursuant to s. 550. 1647, Florida

20| Statutes. As used in this section, the term"weekend"

21| includes the hours during which live greyhound racing is

22 | conducted on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday. Information

23 | panphl ets and application forns shall be provided to the

24 | public upon request. |In addition, the kennel operator or

25| owner shall notify the permitholder that a greyhound is

26 | avail able for adoption, and the pernithol der shall provide

27 | informati on concerning the adoption of a greyhound in each

28 | race program and shall post adoption information at

29 | conspi cuous | ocations throughout the dogracing facility. Any
30 | greyhound that is participating in a race and that will be

31| avail able for future adoption nmust be noted in the race
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program The pernithol der shall all ow greyhounds to be wal ked

through the track facility to publicize the greyhound adoption

program
(2) In addition to the charity days aut hori zed under

s. 550.0351, Florida Statutes, a greyhound permthol der may

fund the greyhound adopti on program by holding a charity

raci ng day desi gnated as "G eyhound Adopt-A-Pet Day." A

profits derived fromthe operation of the charity day nust be

placed into a fund used to support activities at the racing

facility which pronpote the adoption of greyhounds. The

Di vi sion of Pari-nutuel VWagering may adopt rules for

admi nistering the fund. Proceeds fromthe charity day

authorized in this subsection may not be used as a source of

funds for the purposes set forth in s. 550.1647, Florida

St at ut es.
(3)(a) Upon a violation of this section by a

perm thol der or licensee, the Division of Pari-nmutuel Wagering

nmay i nmpose a penalty as set forth in s. 550.0251(10), Florida

Statutes, and require the pernmitholder to take corrective

action.
(b) A penalty inposed under s. 550.0201(10), Florida
Statutes, does not exclude a prosecution for cruelty to

animals or for any other crimnal act.
Section 2. Section 550.1647, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

550. 1647 Greyhound pernmithol ders; unclained tickets
breaks.--All noney or other property represented by any
uncl ai nred, uncashed, or abandoned pari-nutuel ticket which has
remai ned in the custody of or under the control of any
perm thol der authorized to conduct greyhound racing
pari-rmutuel pools in this state for a period of 1 year after
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the date the pari-nmutuel ticket was issued, if the rightfu
owner or owners thereof have nmade no claimor demand for such
noney or other property within that period of tine, shall
wWith respect to live races conducted by the pernithol der, be
remtted to the state pursuant to s. 550.1645; however, such
perm thol der shall be entitled to a credit in each state
fiscal year in an anpbunt equal to the actual anount remtted
in the prior state fiscal year which nay be applied agai nst
any taxes inposed pursuant to this chapter. In addition, each
perm thol der shall pay, fromany source, including the
proceeds from performances conducted pursuant to s. 550.0351
an anount not | ess than 10 percent of the anpbunt of the credit
provided by this section to any bona fide organi zation that
pronmotes or encourages the adoption of greyhounds. As used in
this section, the term"bona fide organi zati on that pronotes

or encour ages the adoption of greyhounds" neans any

organi zation that provides evidence of conpliance with chapter

496 and possesses a valid exenption fromfederal taxation

i ssued by the Internal Revenue Service. Such bona fide

organi zation, as a condition of adoption, nust provide

sterilization of greyhounds by a licensed veterinarian before

relinquishing custody of the greyhound to the adoptor. The

fee for sterilization may be included in the cost of adoption
Section 3. Paragraph (4) of section 550.5251, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

550. 5251 Florida thoroughbred racing; certain pernits;
operating days. --

(4) A thoroughbred racing permthol der may not begin
any race later than 7 p.m Hewever-Any thoroughbred
permtholder in a county in which the authority for cardroons
has been approved by the board of county conmi ssioners may
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eteet—not—to operate a cardroom and, when conducting |ive
races during its current race neet, nmmy and—instead—+to receive

and rebroadcast out-of-state races after the hour of 7 p.m on

any day during which the permthol der conducts |ive races.

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2), paragraphs
(b) and (d) of subsection (5), subsections (7) and (8), and
paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (13) of section 849. 086,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

849. 086 Cardroons authori zed. - -

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section

(a) "Authorized gane gares" neans a ganme or series of

ganes of poker, pinochle, bridge, rummy, canasta, hearts,

dom noes, or mmh-jongg enty—thosegarres—authorized—by—Ss—

849-685(2)(ar—and which are played i n a nonbanki ng nmanner
(5) LICENSE REQUI RED; APPLI CATI ON; FEES. --No person

may operate a cardroomin this state unless such person hol ds

a valid cardroomlicense issued pursuant to this section

(b) After the initial cardroomlicense is granted, the
application for the annual license renewal shall be nmade in
conjunction with the applicant's annual application for its
pari-rmutuel license. If a pernitholder operated a cardroom

during the previous fiscal year and fails to include a renewal

request for the operation of the cardroomin its annua

application for license renewal, the permthol der may anend

its annual application to include operation of the cardroom
5
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1| 1In order for a cardroomlicense to be renewed the applicant

2 | must have requested, as part of its pari-nmutuel annual |icense
3| application, to conduct at |east 90 percent of the total

4 | nunber of |ive performances conducted by such permithol der

5] during either the state fiscal year in which its initial

6 | cardroom|license was issued or the state fiscal year

7] imediately prior thereto. If the application is for a harness
8 | pernithol der cardroom the applicant nust have requested

9 | authorization to conduct a mninmumof 140 |ive perfornances

10| during the state fiscal year imediately prior thereto. |If

11| nore than one pernitholder is operating at a facility, each

12 | permithol der nust have applied for a |license to conduct a ful
13 | schedul e of live racing.

14 (d) The annual cardroomlicense fee for each facility
15| shall be $1,000 for the first table and $500 for each

16 | additional table to be operated at the cardroom This license
17 | fee shall be deposited by the division with the Treasurer to
18 | the credit of the Pari-nutuel Wagering Trust Fund.

19 (7) CONDI TI ONS FOR OPERATI NG A CARDROOM - -

20 (a) A cardroom may enly be operated only at the

21| l ocation specified on the cardroomlicense issued by the

22 | division, and such location may only be the | ocation at which
23| the pari-nmutuel permitholder is authorized to conduct

24 | pari-nmutuel wagering activities pursuant to such

25| permitholder's valid pari-nutuel pernmit or as otherw se

26 | aut hori zed by | aw ant—eurrent—H—cense.

27 (b) A cardroom may be operated at the facility only

28 | when the facility is authorized to accept wagers on

29 | pari-nutuel events durngits—authorized—+eet. A cardroom may
30 | begin operations within 2 hours prior to the post tinme of the
31| first pari-mutuel event eenducted—t+ive—at—the—pari—mutuelt
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faet+ty on which wagers are accepted by the facility and nust

cease operations by 2 a.m on the foll owi ng day wthira—2hours
: I s f the . I I I

v I . |t aeit hied .

(c) A cardroomoperator nust at all tines enploy and

provide a nonpl ayi ng deal er for each tabl e on which authorized
card ganes which traditionally utilize a dealer are conducted
at the cardroom Such deal ers may not have any participatory
interest in any gane other than the dealing of cards and may
not have an interest in the outcone of the gane. The
provi di ng of such dealers by a |icensee shall not be construed
as constituting the conducting of a banking game by the
cardroom operat or.

(d) Afacility that operates a cardroom nmay award

gi veaways or prizes to players who hold conbi nati ons of cards

speci fi ed by the cardroom operat or

(e) td)y Each cardroom operator shall conspicuously post
upon the prenises of the cardrooma notice which contains a
copy of the cardroomlicense; a list of authorized ganes
of fered by the cardroom the wagering linmts inposed by the
house, if any; any additional house rules regarding operation
of the cardroomor the playing of any ganme; and all costs to
pl ayers to participate, including any rake by the house. In
addi ti on, each cardroom operator shall post at each table a
noti ce of the nmini mum and maxi mum bets authorized at such
table and the fee for participation in the gane conducted.

(f)fte)y The cardroomfacility shall be subject to
i nspection by the division or any | aw enforcenent agency
during the licensee's regul ar busi ness hours. The inspection
will specifically enconpass the permtholder internal control
procedures approved by the division
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(g) tH)> A cardroom operator may refuse entry to or
refuse to allow to play any person who is objectionabl e,
undesirabl e, or disruptive, but such refusal shall not be on
the basis of race, creed, color, religion, sex, nationa
origin, marital status, physical handicap, or age, except as
provided in this section.

(8) METHOD OF WAGERS; LI M TATION. - -

(a) No wagering may be conducted using noney or other
negoti abl e currency. Ganes may only be played utilizing a
wageri ng system whereby all players' noney is first converted
by the house to tokens or chips which shall be used for
wagering only at that specific cardroom

(b) The cardroom operator nay |linit the anount wagered

in any gane or series of ganes, but the nmaxi num bet wrARiRgS

ef —any—ptayer—+n—a singteround,—hantd,—er—gafe may not exceed

$2$16 in value. There nmay not be nore than three raises in

any round of betting. The fee charged by the cardroom for

participation in the gane shall not be included in the
calculation of the linmtation on the bet anmount pet—size
provided in this paragraph.

(13) TAXES AND OTHER PAYMENTS. - -

(a) Each cardroom operator shall pay a tax to the
state of 2 16 percent of the cardroom operation's nonthly
gross receipts.

(d) Each greyhound and jai alai permithol der that
whi-¢h operates a cardroomfacility shall use utit+ize at | east
10 4 percent of such permtholder's cardroom nmonthly gross

recei pts to suppl enent greyhound purses or jai alai prize

noney, respectively, during the pernitholder's next ensuing

pari-rmutuel neet. Each thoroughbred and harness horse racing

perm thol der that whi-eh operates a cardroomfacility shall use
8
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ut++ze at | east 50 percent of such permithol der's cardroom
nmont hly net proceeds as follows: 47 percent to suppl ement
purses and 3 percent to suppl enment breeders' awards during the
perm thol der's next ensuing racing neet.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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