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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1406
By Senator Posey

15- 621A-01 See HB 461
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to | aw enforcenent; creating
the Safer H ghways Act of 2001; providing
| egislative intent; providing for the hiring of
addi tional |aw enforcenent personnel; providing
for a mininmumsalary |evel for highway patrol
troopers; providing for the creation of the Law
Enf or cenent Commi ssion; providing for
nmenber ship and duties of the conmi ssion
providing for per diemand other expenses;
provi di ng appropriations; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Safer

H ghways Act of 2001."
Section 2. (1) Five hundred new positions shall be

created in the Division of H ghway Patrol of the Departnent of

H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles over the next 5 years. The

positions shall be created at a rate of 100 per year
(2) There is appropriated $15, 000,000 fromthe Genera
Revenue Fund to the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or

Vehicles in recurring revenue for each of the fiscal years
from 2001- 2002 to 2005-2006 to inpl enent the provisions of
this section.

(3) If a shortage of highway patrol troopers stil

exists, according to the formul a devel oped by the Northwestern

University Center for Public Safety, the 2006 Legi sl ature

shal|l develop a plan to recruit, train, and deploy the
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necessary troopers to neet the requirenents indicated by the

findings of the study.

Section 3. (1) It is the intent of the Legislature

that Florida's highway patrol troopers be conpensated at a

wage | evel conpetitive with | ocal | aw enforcenent agenci es.

(2) The Legislature shall appropriate funds as it

deens necessary fromthe General Revenue Fund to the

Departnent of Highway Safety and Mbtor Vehicles to ensure that

the salary schedule for highway patrol troopers is equal to or

hi gher than the average salary for a | aw enforcenent officer

enpl oyed by the 15 largest county and runici pal |aw

enforcenent agencies in this state.

Section 4. (1) There is created a Florida Law

Enf orcenent Conm ssion. The conmi ssion shall consist of the

following 19 nenbers:

(a) The CGovernor, or his or her designee.

(b) The executive director of the Departnent of Law

Enf or cenment .

(c) The director of the Division of H ghway Patrol

(d) Three elected state attorneys, to be appoi nted by

t he Governor.

(e) Three highway patrol troopers, to be appoi nted by

the director of the Division of H ghway Patrol

(f) Three sheriffs, to be appointed by the Florida

Sheriffs Associ ati on

(g) Three local police chiefs, to be appointed by the

Fl ori da Police Chiefs Association.

(h) Four representatives of labor, to be appointed by

t he Governor.

(2) The commission shall neet at |least twice annually

to discuss the state of |aw enforcenent in Florida and to nake
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1| recommendations to the Governor, the Legislature, and
2 | executive agencies regarding the needs of |aw enforcenent in
3| Florida. Conmm ssion neetings shall be held in various
4| locations in the state.
5 (3) Menbers of the comm ssion shall not be conpensated
6| for their service. However, the Legislature shall appropriate
7 1100, 000 annually to the Executive Ofice of the Governor in
8 | recurring General Revenue to cover per diem and other expenses
9| associated with the operation of the comn ssion
10 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
11
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13 LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY
14 _ _
Creates the Safer H ghways Act of 2001, Provides
15 | egislative intent. Provides for the hiring of additiona
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