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By Representative Simons

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to canpaign financing; creating

3 s. 106.081, F.S.; providing a limtation on

4 contributions to organi zations engaging in

5 canpai gn-rel ated advertising; exenpting

6 contributions to political parties fromsuch

7 limtation; requiring return of anopunts

8 received in excess of such limtation

9 providing a finding of conpelling state

10 interest in inposing such limtation; providing

11 penalties; providing a contingent effective

12 dat e.

13

14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. Section 106.081, Florida Statutes, is

17 | created to read:

18 106.081 Linmtations on contributions to organi zations
19 | engaging i n canpai gn-rel ated adverti sing.--

20 (1) The Legislature finds that unlinited contributions
21| to organi zations registered or required to regi ster under s.
22| 106.073 for engaging in canpaign-rel ated advertising can | ead
23| to corruption or the appearance of corruption of the politica
24 | process by encouraging elected officials to becone or appear
25| to becone beholden to special interests in return for

26 | advertising in support of the policies of such officials or by
27 | unduly influencing or appearing to unduly influence the

28 | policies of such officials through the threat of advertising
29| in opposition to such policies. Therefore, the Legislature
30| finds a conpelling state interest in enacting linitations upon
31| the contributions nade to such organi zati ons.
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1 (2) No person may nmake any contribution in excess of

2 [$1,500 in the aggregate in any cal endar year to any

3| organi zation regi stered or required to register under s.

4] 106.073 for engaging in canpaign-rel ated adverti sing.

5| However, the linitation provided in this subsection does not
6| apply to contributions to a political party.

7 (3) Any organi zation receiving a contribution in

8| violation of this section nust return to the contributor the
9 | anbunt of the contribution which is in excess of the

10| linmtation provided in this section

11 (4)(a) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes no
12 | nore than one contribution in violation of this section, or
13 | any person who knowingly and willfully fails or refuses to

14 | return any contribution as required in this section, commits a
15 | ni sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
16| 775.082 or s. 775.083. |f any corporation, partnership, or
17 | other business entity or any political party, politica

18 | conmittee, or conm ttee of continuous existence is convicted
19| of knowingly and willfully violating any provision puni shabl e
20 | under this paragraph, it shall be fined not |ess than $1, 000
21| and not nore than $10,000. |If it is a donestic entity, it may
22 | be ordered dissolved by a court of conpetent jurisdiction. If
23 |it is a foreign or nonresident business entity, its right to
24 | do business in this state may be forfeited. Any officer
25| partner, agent, attorney, or other representative of a
26 | corporation, partnership, or other business entity or of a
27 | political party, political conmttee, or comittee of
28 | conti nuous exi stence who aids, abets, advises, or participates
291 in a violation of any provision punishable under this
30 | paragraph conmits a m sdeneanor of the first degree,
31| puni shable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
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(b) Any person who knowingly and willfully nmakes two

or nore contributions in violation of this section commts a

felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. |f any corporation
partnership, or other business entity or any political party,

political conmittee, or commttee of continuous existence is

convicted of knowingly and willfully violating any provision

puni shabl e under this paragraph, it shall be fined not |ess
than $10, 000 and not nore than $50,000. |If it is a donmestic
entity, it may be ordered dissolved by a court of conpetent

jurisdiction. If it is a foreign or nonresident business

entity, its right to do business in this state nay be

forfeited. Any officer, partner, agent, attorney, or other

representative of a corporation, partnership, or other

busi ness entity, or of a political conmittee, conmittee of

conti nuous exi stence, or political party who aids, abets,

advi ses, or participates in a violation of any provision

puni shabl e under this paragraph commits a felony of the third

degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or
s. 775.084.
(5) Any person who violates subsection (2) shall be

subject to a civil penalty equal to two tinmes the anpunt

involved in the illegal act, and any organi zation that

vi ol ates subsection (3) shall be subject to a civil penalty

equal to three tinmes the anpbunt involved in the illegal act.

Such penalty may be in addition to the penalties provided by

subsection (4) and shall be paid into the General Revenue
Fund.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001, if
House Bill 273 or simlar legislation creating s. 106. 073,
F.S., relating to regulation of canpaign-rel ated adverti si ng,
3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1435
795-107-01

is adopted in the sane | egislative session or an extension
t hereof and becones | aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provides a limtation on contributions to orga
engagi ng in canpai gn-related advertising. EXxenp
contribltions to political parties fromsuch
Requi res return of anpunts recelived I n excess
limtation. Provides a finding of conpelllng
interest In |nPos|ng such limtation. " Provide
and civil penalties;, including court-ordered dis
and forfeiture of the right to do business in th
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