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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1502
By Senator Garcia

39-690-01
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to amateur radi o station
antennas; providing criteria for the permtting
and installation of poles, masts, and towers
for supporting antennas used in the operation
of amateur radio stations licensed by the
Federal Conmmuni cati ons Conmi ssion; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Notwithstandi ng any other |aw, poles,

masts, and towers for supporting antennas used in the

operation of amateur radio stations |licensed by the Federa

Conmmuni cati ons Commi ssion are governed by this section
(1) LOCATI ON ON PROPERTY. --Pol es, nasts, and towers
may not be placed closer than 5 feet froman official

right-of-way line or property under different ownership or

closer than 1 foot froman easenent. If a beam (array) type of

antenna is installed, no elenent or part of such beamtype

array antenna nay extend within 5 feet of an official

right-of-way line or of property under different ownership or

within 1 foot of an easenent. In the case of a wire antenna,

no restrictions apply.

(2) COWLI ANCE W TH ELECTRI CAL CODES AND FEDERAL
REGULATI ONS. --Al'l installations nust conformto the
requi renments of the National Electrical Code and F.C. C

regul ations, Part 12, Section 12.60, governing anateur radio

services. The National Electrical Code requires that an

installation maintain a mnimumof 8 feet cl earance of power
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1| lines over 250 volts and all high-voltage prinmary lines. This
2| requirenent includes the beam el enents or any part thereof.
3 (3) BULDING PERMTS. --Building pernits are required
4| for installation of any poles, nasts, or towers over 30 feet
5| above the roof of any structure to which they are attached and
6| for any installation over 70 feet in height when erected on
7 | natural ground. Building pernmits nmust be obtained fromthe
8 | building departnent. Application for a pernit nust be
9 | acconpani ed by three copies of plans and specifications

10 | showi ng all dinensions, size, and kind of nenbers, footings,

11| and guy wires, if any; locations, depth, and type of guy

12 | anchors and footings, if any; and the type and wei ght of

13 | antennas, apparatus, or structure to be attached to or

14 | supported by the structure.

15 (4) POLES, TYPE.--Pol es nust be of the approved

16 | creosoted type or treated or painted with a chenica

17 | preservative and an outer coat of oil-base paint before

18 | installation. Pole color nust match surroundi ng devel opnent.

19 (5) HOLES. --The recommended si zes and depths of hol es

20| for various types of poles subject to good engi neering

21 | standards are:

22

23 Pol e Hei ght Hol e Depth

24 Above infirm

25 G ound G ound

26 16 ft. 3 1/2 ft.

27 20 ft. 4 ft.

28 25 ft. 5 ft.

29 35 ft. 6 ft.

30 50 ft. 7 ft.

31 60 ft. 7 12 ft.
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70 ft. 8 ft.
(a) |If the earth is danp or soggy, the depth of hole

shoul d be increased by 1 foot.

(b) If the pole is guyed in accordance with Anerican

St andar ds Associ ati on standards, the depth of the hole as

listed can be decreased by 1 foot. If carrying a beam a pole

nmust be properly guyed, as is the case where the pulling

effect of wire antenna or the weight of other installations

will require guying.
(6) MASTS.--Masts constructed of wood (2" x 2" or 4" Xx
4" for either the "A" frame type construction or straight

masts) nust be properly chenmically treated, painted with an

outside coat of oil-base paint, and properly guyed both at the

top and the niddle in at least three different directions

approxi mtely 120 degrees apart. O herw se, suitably guyed

nmasts to support a beam whether of wood or netal pipe, nust

conply with all the regul ations applicable in regard to

| ocati on and guying. The naxi num al | owabl e wei ght of antennas,

rotator, and conponents may not exceed 150 pounds.

(7) TOWERS. --Towers of steel, iron, or alum num

whet her of the rigid nondenountable type or the rigid,

denount abl e type with the crank-up, crank-down and either the

hi nged base or swivel crank-over features nay carry no nore

wei ght on the top than specified by the nmanufacturers

specifications. However, a nmunicipality or county may not

restrict antennas or antenna support structures of ammat eur

radio operators to heights of 70 feet or | ower unless the

restriction is necessary to achieve a clearly defined health,

safety, or aesthetic objective of the city or county.
(8) WAIVER OF OBJECTI ON FOR CERTAI N STRUCTURES;
SERVI CI NG REMOVAL.--All poles, masts, or towers and ot her
3
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1| structures used for antennas under this section which exceed
2| 70 feet in height above grade el evation, or which exceed 35

3| feet in height above the roof of any structure, are subject to
4] the follow ng requirenents:

5 (a) |If the top of such poles, nasts, or towers is

6 | hi gher above their foundation or the foundation of the

7 | structure on which they are erected than 90 percent of the

8 | hori zontal distance fromthe base or projected base to the

9 | nearest adj acent property under different ownership or to the
10 | nearest edge of an official right-of-way, then a pernit nust
11 | be issued after a waiver is obtained fromeach owner of

12 | adj acent property that the structure could fall upon

13 (b) In calculating the height of denountabl e type

14 | towers, the top of the lower rigid section is considered the
15| top for the purpose of this subsection

16 (c) Beam array antennas nust be nounted so as to

17 | provide easy servicing and easy access for renpval at the

18 | approach of hurricanes, or provide for the |owering of the

19 | beam
20 (9) COUNTY AND OTHER EMERGENCY COVMUNI CATI ONS
21 | VOLUNTEERS. - - Bui | di ng departnents shall extend courtesies to
22 | all amateur operators |licensed by the Federal Communi cati ons
23 | Conmi ssion who are volunteers fromthe County Energency
24 | Managenent for Energency Operations or the Wather Service.
25 (10) CONDOM NI UM ASSQOCI ATI ONS. - - Condomi ni um
26 | associ ations shall reasonably allow erections of amateur radio
27 | antennas as described in this section or allow antennas
28 | attached to fascia of roof to a height not to exceed 15 feet
29 | above the highest point of a rooftop
30 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
31| law.
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SENATE SUMVARY

?_and install ati on of
masts, and towers for supPor_lng ant ennas used in

stationS licensed by the
Communi cati ons Conmi ssi on.
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