Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1554
By Senator Meek

36-724-01

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; creating a

3 programwi t hin the Departnent of Education to
4 reduce class size in schools with students from
5 | owi ncone fanmilies; providing for certain

6 di strict school boards to enter into an

7 achi evenent guarantee contract with the

8 departnent; requiring a reduction in the size
9 of classes in such schools for certain grades
10 during specified school years; providing

11 addi tional requirenents under an achi evenent
12 guarantee contract; requiring that the district
13 school board inplenent a plan of staff

14 devel opnent; requiring eval uations; requiring
15 that a contract establish perfornmance

16 obj ectives for acadenic achi evenent; requiring
17 a review conmittee to evaluate a school's

18 progress in inplenenting an achi evenent

19 guarantee contract; providing for the
20 Departnent of Education to provide additiona
21 funds to a district school board that enters
22 into a contract; authorizing the departnent to
23 adopt rules; requiring an eval uati on and annua
24 report to the Governor and the Legislature;
25 providing an effective date.
26
27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28
29 Section 1. Achievenent guarantee contracts. --
30 (1) As used in this section, the term
31
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(a) "dass size" neans the nunber of students assigned

to a regular classroomon the 3rd Friday of Septenber

(b) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Education

(c) "Lowincone student" neans a student whose fanmly

incone is at or below 125 percent of the federally established

poverty | evel.

(2) The district school board of any school district

in which a school in the previous school year had an

enrol |l mrent of 50 percent or nore | owincone students may enter

into an achi evenent guarantee contract with the departnent as

provided in this section. If nore than one school in a

district is eligible to participate in the program the

di strict school board shall apply on behalf of the school with

the |l argest nunber of | owincone students in grades K through
1

(3) Any school that enters into an achi evenent

guarantee contract with the departnent nust:

(a) Reduce the class size to 15 students for
1. The 2001- 2002 school year, in at |east grades K and

1

2. The 2002-2003 school year, in at least grades Kto
2.

3. The 2003-2004 school year, in at |least grades Kto
3.

(b) Keep the school open every day fromearly in the
norning until late in the day, as specified in the contract.

(c) Collaborate with community organi zati ons to make

educati onal and recreational opportunities, as well as a

vari ety of community and social services, available in the

school to all residents of the school district.
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(d) Provide a rigorous acadenic curriculumdesigned to

i nprove acadeni ¢ achi evenent. The district school board, in

consultation with the departnent and the school's teachers and

adm ni strators, shall review the school's curriculumto

determine how well it pronotes academ c achi evenent.

(e) Develop a 1-year programfor all newy hired

teachers to assist themin making the transition fromtheir

previ ous enpl oynent or school to their current enploynent.

(f) Provide sufficient time for teachers to

col | aborate and prepare class pl ans.

(g) Require that each teacher and administrator subnit

to the district school board a plan for professiona

devel opnent which focuses on how the individual will inprove

student academ ¢ achi evenent. The plan nust include a nethod

by which the individual will be evaluated on the success of

his or her efforts froma variety of sources.

(h) Regularly review staff devel opnent plans to

determine if they are effective in inproving student acadenic

achi evenent .

(i) Establish an evaluation process for professiona
staff nmenbers which:
1. ldentifies individual strengths and weaknesses.

2. (Cearly describes areas in need of inprovenent.

3. Includes a support plan that provides opportunities

for staff nenbers to learn and i nprove

4, Systenmatically docunents perfornmance in accordance

with the plan.

5. Al ows professional staff nenbers to conment on and

contribute to revisions in the eval uati on process.
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1 6. Provides for the disnissal of professional staff

2 | menbers whose failure to |l earn and i nprove has been docunent ed
3| over a 2-year period.

4 (4) Each achi evenent guarantee contract nust include a
5] description of each of the foll ow ng:

6 (a) How the school will inplenent each of the el enents
7 | required under subsection (3), including any alternative cl ass
8 | configurations for specific educational activities which nay
9| be used to neet the cl ass-size requirenent.

10 (b) The nethod that the school district will use to

11 | eval uate the acadenmi c achi evenent of the students enrolled in
12 | t he school

13 (c) The school's performance objectives for the

14 | acadeni c achi evenent of the students enrolled in the schoo

15| and the neans that will be used to evaluate success in

16 | attaining the objectives. Performance objectives nmust include:
17 1. Were applicable, inprovenent in the scores on the
18 | exami nati ons specified by the departnent.

19 2. The attainnent of any educational goals adopted by
20| the district school board.
21 3. Professional devel opnent with respect to inproving
22 | student acadeni c achi evenent.
23 4. Methods by which the school involves students,
24 | parents or guardians, or other residents of the schoo
25| district in decisions that affect the school
26 (d) Any law or rule that is waived under the
27 | provisions of a contract.
28 (e) The neans by which the departnment will nonitor
29 | conpliance with the terns of the contract.
30 (5) The Commi ssi oner of Education, the chairpersons of
31| the education committees in the Senate and the House of
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Representatives, and the person chiefly responsible for the

eval uati on under subsection (8) shall review the progress of

each school that has entered into an achi evenent guarantee

contract with the departnent. The committee may recommend to

the departnent that the departnent termnate a contract if the

commttee finds that the district school board has viol at ed

the contract or if the school has nade insufficient progress

toward achieving its performance objectives under subsection

(4). The departnent may ternminate the contract upon the

reconmendati on of the committee.

(6) The departnent shall pay to each district schoo

board that enters into a contract with the departnment under

this section an anount that nmay not exceed $2,000, multiplied

by the nunber of | owincone students enrolled in the grades

eligible for funding in that district.

(7) The departnent shall adopt rul es necessary to

adm ni ster this section.

(8) The departnent shall arrange for an eval uation of

this program and shall provide an annual report to the

Governor and the Legi sl ature.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des for the school board in a district that has a
school with an enroll nment of 50 percent or nore students
fromlowincome famlies to enter into a contract wth
t he Departnent of Education to reduce the class size in
that school. Provides for additional funds to be provided
to the district to inplenent the achi evenent guarantee
contract. Requires that the district school board
i mpl erent a plan of staff devel opnent and eval uati on
Requi res perfornmance objectives for academ c achi evenent.
Provides for a review conmmttee to evaluate a school's
progress i n inplenenting an achi evenent guarant ee
confract. Requires that "the Departnent of Education
rovide for an evaluation of the programand report to
he Governor and Leglslatures (See bill for details.)
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