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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1575
By Representative Rubio

A bill to be entitled
An act for the relief of the Estate of Alice
Berdat, deceased; providing an appropriation to
conpensate the Estate of Alice Berdat for the
death of Alice Berdat due to the negligence of
the Departnent of Corrections; providing an
ef fective date.

WHEREAS, on August 17, 1989, Alice Berdat, a
92-year-old resident of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County,
Florida, was sexually assaulted by Anthony Neil Washi ngton
(hereinafter referred to as Washington), who beat her so
severely as to cause her death, and

WHEREAS, Washington committed the above-referenced rape
and nmurder while inprisoned at the Largo Conmmunity
Correctional Wrk-Rel ease Center, to which he had been
sentenced on August 31, 1988, to 6 years in prison for various
crinmes, and

WHEREAS, on the date of the rape and nurder, Washi ngton
| eft the Largo Community Correctional Wrk-Rel ease Center
purportedly to go to work, and

WHEREAS, Washington's travel to work by foot was
unsupervi sed, and Washington, instead of going to work on the
date in question, proceeded to the hone of Alice Berdat and
attacked her as descri bed above, and

WHEREAS, Ant hony Neil Washington was found guilty of
sexual |y assaulting and nurdering Alice Berdat and is
presently residing on Florida's Death Row, and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Corrections, know ng that
Washi ngton was a career felon and was serving a 6-year
sentence for various crines, allowed himto participate in a
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1| work-rel ease programless than 1 year after the date of the
2| 6-year sentence, and

3 WHEREAS, the Departnent of Corrections allowed

4 | Washington to walk fromthe Largo Correctional Center to his
5| pl ace of enploynent totally unsupervised, and

6 WHEREAS, the Departnent of Corrections failed to

7 | establish any procedure requiring Washington to contact them
8| fromhis place of enploynent so that they night assure his

9| arrival there, and

10 WHEREAS, the Commander of Largo Correctional Center at
11| all times naterial to this claimwas of the belief and

12 | understandi ng that before an innmate was placed with a

13 | prospective enpl oyer, the Departnent of Corrections had the
14 | enpl oyer undergo an orientation programthat set forth the
15| duties and responsibilities of the enployer pertaining to the
16 | handling of the inmate, and the duty to initiate this

17 | orientation program was bestowed upon another officer within
18 | the Departnent of Corrections and Largo Correctional Center
19 | and

20 WHEREAS, no such orientation program exi sted, and,

21 | specifically, no orientation programwas provided to

22 | Washington's enployer to informthe enployer as to the

23 | enployer's duties and responsibilities pertaining to

24 | Washi ngton, such as keeping an arrival or departure log to
25 | assure Washi ngton's whereabouts, taking specified action if
26 | Washi ngton undertook certain activities or actions, or

27 | notifying a designated person within the Departnent of

28 | Corrections if Washi ngton undertook any suspicious activity or
29 | action, and

30 WHEREAS, the Departnent of Corrections knew that the
31| Largo Community Correctional Wrk-Rel ease Center was | ocated

2
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1575
736-121-01

in and about a residential neighborhood, which included the
area in which Alice Berdat lived, but failed to notify or warn
| ocal residents of the location and identity of the Largo
Community Correctional Wrk-Rel ease Center and the
unsupervi sed nature of the programin order that residents
including Alice Berdat could undertake necessary precautions,
and

VWHEREAS, this incident occurred because of the
premat ure placenent of Washington in the work-rel ease program
before he had been rehabilitated, the Departnent of
Corrections allowi ng Washi ngton to | eave Largo Correctiona
Center unsupervised, the failure of the Departnment of
Corrections to have a programin effect to assure Washington's
arrival at his place of enploynent, the failure of the
Departnent of Corrections to have in effect a program designed
to assure that enpl oyers of work-rel ease i nmates understand
their duties and responsibilities pertaining to the innmate,
and the failure of the Departnent of Corrections to notify
residents within the general vicinity of the Largo
Correctional Center of the housing of inmates and the
unsupervi sed nature of the program and

WHEREAS, experts testified that the beatings to the
body of Alice Berdat by Washi ngton were so severe as to cause
her false teeth to be knocked out or ripped out of her nouth,
her hearing aid to cone |oose and fall to the floor, and her
eyegl asses to break; that her face had brui ses and abrasions
on her cheekbone, her eyelid, her forehead, her chin, and her
nose; that there were twenty-three bruises on Alice Berdat's
right armand hand and about the sane nunber of bruises to her
| eft armand hand; that there were bruises and fi ngernai
mar ks on Ms. Berdat's |egs and groin area where Washi ngton
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1| pried Ms. Berdat's |legs open to get to her vagi na; and that

2 | the vagi na had el even separate areas of injury, and

3 WHEREAS, experts further testified that Washi ngton nust
4 | have knelt on Alice Berdat's chest with both knees, resulting
5]in seventeen separate rib fractures, and

6 WHEREAS, experts further testified that Washi ngton

7 | choked Ms. Berdat so severely as to break her hyoid bone on

8| the right and left and to cause four fractures of the

9| cartilage that formthe voice box, which led the experts to
10 | conclude that Ms. Berdat was nanual |y strangul ated by

11 | Washi ngton, and

12 WHEREAS, the fanily of Alice Berdat was required to

13 ) identify Alice Berdat's body at the scene of the crine, to

14 | endure 3 years of the crimnal prosecution of Washington unti
15| his sentencing in July 1992, and to continue to live with the
16 | premature death of Alice Berdat in such a heinous fashion, and
17 WHEREAS, there is no available civil renedy to provide
18 | conpensation for the brutal death of Ms. Berdat due to the

19 | negligence of the Departnment of Corrections, the Estate of

20| Alice Berdat seeks the sum of $250, 000, NOW THEREFORE,

21

22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

23

24 Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this
25 ] act are found and declared to be true.

26 Section 2. The sum of $250,000 is appropriated out of
27 | funds in the State Treasury to the credit of the Departnent of
28 | Corrections and not otherw se appropriated to be paid to the
29 | Estate of Alice Berdat as relief for the death of Aice Berdat
30| due to the negligence of the Departnent of Corrections.

31
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Section 3. The Conptroller is directed to draw his

warrant in favor of the Estate of Alice Berdat in the sum of
$250, 000 upon funds in the State Treasury to the credit of the

Departnent of Corrections, and the State Treasurer is directed

to pay the sane out of such funds in the State Treasury not

ot herwi se appropri ated

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

RSk S R R I kR R R Ik S b b I R

SENATE SUMVARY

Provides for an appropriation to _conpensate the Estate of
Alice Berdat, deceased, for Ms. Berdat's death due to the
negl i gence of the Department of Corrections.
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