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SENATE AMENDMVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1576, 2nd Eng.
Anmendnment No. Bar code 081292

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senator Carlton noved the foll owi ng anendnent to anendnent
(840689) :

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 1, line 18, through
page 43, line 26, delete those |ines

and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
195. 096, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

195. 096 Review of assessnent rolls.--

(2) The departnent shall conduct, no | ess frequently
than once every 2 years, an in-depth review of the assessnent
rolls of each county. The departnment need not individually
study every use-class of property set forth in s. 195.073, but
shall at a mninmmstudy the | evel of assessnent in relation
to just value of each classification specified in subsection
(3). Such in-depth review may include proceedi ngs of the val ue
adj ustment board and the audit or review of procedures used by
the counties to apprai se property.

(c) In conducting assessnent ratio studies, the
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departnment nust use a representative or statistically reliable
sanpl e of properties in tests of each classification, stratum
or roll made the subject of a ratio study published by it. The
departnent shall docunent and retain records of the neasures

of representativeness of the properties studied in conpliance

with this section. Such docunentation nust include a record of

findings used as the basis for the approval or di sapproval of

the tax roll in each county pursuant to s. 193.1142. For

purposes of this section, the departnent shall rely primrily
on an assessnent-to-sales-ratio study in conducting assessnent
ratio studies in those classifications of property specified
in subsection (3) for which there are adequate market sal es.
The departnent shall conpute the nedian and the val ue-wei ght ed
nmean for each classification or subclassification studied and
for the roll as a whole.

Section 2. Effective January 1, 2003, paragraph (c) of
subsection (2) of section 195.096, Florida Statutes, as
anended by section 1 of this act, is anmended to read:

195.096 Review of assessnent rolls.--

(2) The departnent shall conduct, no | ess frequently
than once every 2 years, an in-depth review of the assessnent
rolls of each county. The departnment need not individually
study every use-class of property set forth in s. 195.073, but
shall at a mininmmstudy the | evel of assessnment in relation
to just value of each classification specified in subsection
(3). Such in-depth review may include proceedi ngs of the val ue
adj ustment board and the audit or review of procedures used by
the counties to apprai se property.

(c) In conducting assessnent ratio studies, the
departnment nust use a representative or statistically reliable
sanpl e of properties in tests of each classification, stratum
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or roll made the subject of a ratio study published by it. The
departnment shall docunent and retain records of the neasures
of representativeness of the properties studied in conpliance
with this section. Such docurmentation nust include a record of
findings used as the basis for the approval or disapproval of
the tax roll in each county pursuant to s. 193.1142. In
addition, to the greatest extent practicable, the departnent

shal | study assessnent roll strata by val ue groups or narket

areas for each classification, subclassification, or stratum

to be studied, to assure the representativeness of ratio study

sanpl es. For purposes of this section, the departnent shal
rely primarily on an assessnent-to-sales-ratio study in
conducting assessnent ratio studies in those classifications
of property specified in subsection (3) for which there are
adequat e market sales. The departnent shall conpute the
nedi an and the val ue-wei ghted nean for each classification or
subcl assification studied and for the roll as a whole.

Section 3. Subsection (5) of section 197.502, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

197.502 Application for obtaining tax deed by hol der
of tax sale certificate; fees.--

(5)(a) The tax collector may contract with a title

conpany or an abstract conpany at a reasonable fee to provide

the mnimuminformation required in subsection (4), consistent

with rul es adopted by the departnent. |If additional

information is required, the tax collector nust nake a witten

request to the title or abstract conpany stating the

additional requirenents. The tax collector nay sel ect any

title or abstract conpany, regardless of its |ocation, as |ong

as the fee is reasonable, the mnimuminfornmation is

submtted, and the title or abstract conpany is authorized to
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do business in this state. The tax collector nay advertise and

accept bids for the title or abstract conpany if he or she

considers it appropriate to do so.

1. The ownership and encunbrance report nust be

printed or typed on stationery or other paper showi ng a

| etterhead of the person, firm or conpany that nakes the

search, and the signature of the person who nmakes the search

or of an officer of the firmnust be attached. The tax

collector is not liable for paynent to the firmunl ess these

I’GQUi renents are net.

2. The tax collector may not accept or pay for any

title search or abstract if no financial responsibility is

assuned for the search. However, reasonable restrictions as to

the liability or responsibility of the title or abstract

conpany are acceptabl e.

3. In order to establish uniformprices for ownership

and encunbrance reports within the county, the tax coll ector

shall ensure that the contract for ownershi p and encunbrance

reports include all requests for title searches or abstracts

for a given period of tine.

(b) Any fee paid for any title search or abstract nust

be collected at the tine of application under section (1), and

the anobunt of the fee nust be added to the openi ng bid.

(c) The clerk shall advertise and admi nister the sale
and receive such fees for the issuance of the deed and sal e of
the property as are provided in s. 28.24.

Section 4. Effective January 1, 2002, section 200. 069,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

200. 069 Notice of proposed property taxes and non-ad
val orem assessnents. --Pursuant to s. 200.065(2)(b), the
property appraiser, in the nane of the taxing authorities and
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| ocal governing boards | evying non-ad val orem assessnents
within his or her jurisdiction and at the expense of the
county, shall prepare and deliver by first-class nail to each
taxpayer to be listed on the current year's assessnent roll a
notice of proposed property taxes, which notice shall be in
substantially the following form Notw thstanding the
provisions of s. 195.022, no county officer shall use a form
other than that provided by the department for this purpose,
except as provided i n stubseet+on—{(ti—and s. 200.065(13).

(1) The notice shall read

NOTI CE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAXES
DO NOT PAY--THI S IS NOT A BILL

The taxing authorities which |levy property taxes
agai nst your property will soon hold PUBLI C HEARI NGS to adopt
budgets and tax rates for the next year

The purpose of these PUBLIC HEARINGS is to receive
opi nions fromthe general public and to answer questions on
t he proposed tax change and budget PRI OR TO TAKI NG FI NAL
ACTI ON.

Each taxing authority may AMEND OR ALTER its proposals
at the hearing.

(2) The notice shall further contain infornmation
applicable to the specific parcel in question. The
i nformation shall be in columar form There shall be five
col um headi ngs which shall read: "Taxing Authority," "Your
" "Your Taxes This Year |F PROPOSED
Budget Change is Made," "A Public Hearing on the Proposed
Taxes and Budget WII be Held:", and "Your Taxes This Year |IF
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NO Budget Change is Made."

(3) There shall be under each colunm heading an entry
for the county; the school district |evy required pursuant to
s. 236.02(6); other operating school levies; the nunicipality
or nmuni ci pal service taxing unit or units in which the parce
lies, if any; the water managenent district |evying pursuant

to s. 373.503; the a—singte—entry—for—other i ndependent

special districts in which the parcel lies, if any; andr-

dedi I . ZPIS I e f or
all voted levies for debt service applicable to the parcel, if
any.

(4) For each entry listed in subsection (3), there
shal | appear on the notice the foll ow ng:

(a) Inthe first colum, a brief, conmmonly used nane
for the taxing authority or its governing body. The entry in
the first colum for the levy required pursuant to s.

236.02(6) shall be "By State Law." The entry for other
operating school district |levies shall be "By Local Board."
Both school levy entries shall be indented and preceded by the

notati on "Public School s:". Fhe—entry—i+n—thefi+rst—ecotumm—Ffor

provided—in—subsectton—{IH—For each voted | evy tevies for
debt service, the entry shall be "Voter Approved Debt

Paynents."

(b) In the second columm, the gross anount of ad
val orem taxes | evied against the parcel in the previous year
If the parcel did not exist in the previous year, the second
col um shal |l be bl ank.

(c) Inthe third colum, the gross anpbunt of ad
val orem taxes proposed to be levied in the current year, which
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anount shall be based on the proposed mllage rates provided
to the property appraiser pursuant to s. 200.065(2)(b) or, in
the case of voted levies for debt service, the mllage rate
previously authorized by referendum and the taxable val ue of
t he parcel as shown on the current year's assessnent roll.

(d) In the fourth colum, the date, the tine, and a
brief description of the |ocation of the public hearing
required pursuant to s. 200.065(2)(c). However:-

+—No—ent+y—shaH—bermade—in—theftourth—ecotum—for—the

be—deteted-

(e) Inthe fifth colum, the gross anpbunt of ad
val orem taxes which would apply to the parcel in the current
year if each taxing authority were to | evy the roll ed-back
rate conputed pursuant to s. 200.065(1) or, in the case of
voted | evies for debt service, the anpunt previously
aut hori zed by referendum

(f) For special assessnents collected utilizing the ad
val orem net hod pursuant to s. 197.363, the previous year's
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assessnment anount shall be added to the ad val oremtaxes shown
in the second and fifth colums, and the anount proposed to be
i nposed for the current year shall be added to the ad val orem
taxes shown in the third col um.

(5) The anpunts shown on each |ine preceding each the
entry for voted levies for debt service shall include the sum
of all ad valoremlevies of the applicable unit of |oca
governnent for operating purposes, including those of
dependent special districts (except for nunicipal service
taxing units, which shall be listed on the Iine for
muni ci palities), and all nonvoted or nondebt service special

assessnents i nposed by the applicable unit of |ocal governnent
to be collected utilizing the ad val orem net hod. VYotedtevies

(6) Following the entries for each taxing authority, a
final entry shall show. in the first colum, the words "Tota
Property Taxes:" and in the second, third, and fifth col ums,
the sumof the entries for each of the individual taxing
authorities. The second, third, and fifth colums shall
i medi ately bel ow said entries, be | abeled Colum 1, Colum 2,
and Columm 3, respectively. Below these |abels shall appear
in boldfaced type, the statement: SEE REVERSE SI DE FOR
EXPLANATI ON

(7) The notice shall further show a brief |ega
description of the property and the nane and mailing address
of the owner of record.

(8) The notice shall further read:
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Mar ket Assessed Exenp- Taxabl e
Val ue Val ue tions Val ue

Your Property
Val ue Last

Year S S S S
Your Property

Val ue This

Year S S S S

If you feel that the nmarket val ue of your property is
i naccurate or does not reflect fair market val ue, contact your
county property appraiser at ...(phone nunber)... or
...(location)....

If the property appraiser's office is unable to resolve
the matter as to market value, you may file a petition for
adj ustnment with the Val ue Adjustnent Board. Petition forns are
avail able fromthe county property apprai ser and nust be filed
ON OR BEFORE ... (date)....

(9) The reverse side of the formshall read

EXPLANATI ON

*COLUW 1--"YOUR PROPERTY TAXES LAST YEAR'

This colunm shows the taxes that applied | ast year to your
property. These anmpunts were based on budgets adopted | ast
year and your property's previous taxable val ue.

* COLUW 2--"YOUR TAXES | F PROPOCSED BUDGET CHANGE | S MADE"
This col unm shows what your taxes will be this year under the
BUDGET ACTUALLY PROPCSED by each local taxing authority. The
proposal is NOT final and may be anended at the public
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heari ngs shown on the front side of this noti ce.
*COLUWN 3--"YOUR TAXES | F NO BUDGET CHANGE | S MADE"
This col unm shows what your taxes will be this year |F EACH
TAXI NG AUTHORI TY DCES NOT | NCREASE | TS PROPERTY TAX LEVY
These anounts are based on |ast year's budgets and your
current assessnment. The difference between columms 2 and 3 is
t he tax change proposed by each local taxing authority and is
NOT the result of higher assessnents.

ASSESSED VALUE neans:

For honestead property: value as limted by the State
Constitution;

For agricultural and sinilarly assessed property:
cl assified use val ue;

For all other property: market val ue.

*Not e: Anmounts shown on this formdo NOT reflect early paynment
di scounts you nmay have received or may be eligible to receive.
(Di scounts are a nmaxi mum of 4 percent of the anmbunts shown on
this form)

(10) The front side of the formrequired pursuant to
this section shall approxinmate in all essential respects the
facsinmle set forth in this subsection as it appears in s. 26,
chapter 80-274, Laws of Florida, except for anendnents
subsequent to 1980.
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(11) 2> The bottom portion of the notice shal

further read in bold, conspicuous print:

"Your final tax bill may contain non-ad val orem
assessnents which nay not be reflected on this
noti ce such as assessnents for roads, fire,
garbage, lighting, drainage, water, sewer, or

ot her governnental services and facilities

whi ch may be |l evied by your county, city, or
any special district."

(12)33)(a) |If requested by the | ocal governing board
| evyi ng non-ad val orem assessnents and agreed to by the

property appraiser, the notice specified in this section may
contain a notice of proposed or adopted non-ad val orem
assessnents. |If so agreed, the notice shall be titled:

NOTI CE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAXES
AND PROPCSED OR ADCPTED
NON- AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS
DO NOT PAY--THIS IS NOT A BILL

11
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There nust be a clear partition between the notice of proposed
property taxes and the notice of proposed or adopted non-ad
val orem assessnments. The partition nust be a bold, horizontal
line approximately 1/8 -inch thick. By rule, the departnment
shall provide a format for the formof the notice of proposed
or adopted non-ad val orem assessnents which neets the

foll owi ng m ni mum r equi renents:

1. There nust be subheading for colunmms listing the
| evying | ocal governing board, with correspondi ng assessnent
rates expressed in dollars and cents per unit of assessnent,
and the associ ated assessnent amount .

2. The purpose of each assessnent nust also be |listed
in the colum listing the levying |ocal governing board if the
purpose is not clearly indicated by the nane of the board.

3. Each non-ad val orem assessnent for each |evying
| ocal governing board nust be listed separately.

4. |f a county has too many runici pal service benefit
units or assessnents to be listed separately, it shall conbine
t hem by function.

5. A brief statement outlining the responsibility of
the tax collector and each levying | ocal governing board as to
any non-ad val orem assessnent nust be provided on the form
acconpani ed by directions as to which office to contact for
particul ar questions or problens.

(b) If the notice includes all adopted non-ad val orem
assessnents, the provisions contained in subsection(1l)+2)
shal |l not be placed on the notice.

Section 5. Section 193.155, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

193. 155 Honestead assessnents. --Honest ead property
shal | be assessed at just value as of January 1, 1994.

12
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Property receiving the honestead exenption after January 1,
1994, shall be assessed at just value as of January 1 of the
year in which the property receives the exenption. Thereafter;

I . . ey I I ey . o
to—the—ftoHowng—provistoens:-

(1) Beginning in 1995, or the year follow ng the year
the property receives honestead exenption, whichever is later
the property shall be reassessed annually on January 1. Any
change resulting fromsuch reassessnent shall not exceed the
| oner of the follow ng

(a) Three percent of the assessed value of the
property for the prior year; or

(b) The percentage change in the Consuner Price |ndex
for All Urban Consuners, US. City Average, all itens
1967=100, or successor reports for the precedi ng cal endar year
as initially reported by the United States Departnent of
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

(2) If the assessed value of the property as
cal cul at ed under subsection (1) exceeds the just value, the
assessed val ue of the property shall be lowered to the just
val ue of the property.

(3) Except as provided in this subsection, property
assessed under this section shall be assessed at just val ue as
of January 1 of the year followi ng a change of ownership.
Thereafter, the annual changes in the assessed val ue of the
property are subject to the limtations in subsections (1) and
(2). For the purpose of this section, a change in ownership
neans any sale, foreclosure, or transfer of legal title or
beneficial title in equity to any person, except as provided
in this subsection. There is no change of ownership if:

(a) Subsequent to the change or transfer, the sane

13
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person is entitled to the honestead exenption as was
previously entitled and:

1. The transfer of title is to correct an error; or

2. The transfer is between legal and equitable title;

(b) The transfer is between husband and wife,
including a transfer to a surviving spouse or a transfer due
to a dissolution of marriage;

(c) The transfer occurs by operation of |aw under s.
732.4015; or

(d) Upon the death of the owner, the transfer is
bet ween t he owner and another who is a permanent resident and
is legally or naturally dependent upon the owner

(4) (a) Changes, additions, or inprovenents to
honest ead property shall be assessed at just value as of the
first January 1 after the changes, additions, or inprovenents
are substantially conpl et ed.

(b) Changes, additions, or inprovenents do not include
repl acenent of a portion of real property damaged or destroyed
by msfortune or calamty when the just val ue of the danmaged
or destroyed portion as replaced is not nore than 125 percent
of the just value of the danmaged or destroyed portion. The
val ue of any replaced real property, or portion thereof, which
is in excess of 125 percent of the just value of the danmaged
or destroyed property shall be deened to be a change,
addition, or inprovenent. Replaced real property with a just
val ue of less than 100 percent of the original property's just
val ue shall be assessed pursuant to subsection (5).

(c) Changes, additions, or inprovenents include
i mprovenents nade to conmon areas or other inprovenents nade
to property other than to the honestead property by the owner
or by an owner association, which inprovenents directly

14
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benefit the honestead property. Such changes, additions, or

i mprovenents shall be assessed at just value, and the just
val ue shall be apportioned anong the parcels benefiting from
t he i nprovenent.

(5) \When property is destroyed or renoved and not
repl aced, the assessed value of the parcel shall be reduced by
the assessed value attributable to the destroyed or renoved
property.

(6) Only property that receives a honestead exenption
is subject to this section. No portion of property that is
assessed solely on the basis of character or use pursuant to
s. 193.461 or s. 193.501, or assessed pursuant to s. 193.505,
is subject to this section. When property is assessed under s.
193. 461, s. 193.501, or s. 193.505 and contai ns a residence
under the sane ownership, the portion of the property
consi sting of the residence and curtilage nust be assessed
separately, pursuant to s. 193.011, for the assessnent to be
subject to the limtation in this section

(7) |If a person received a honestead exenption linited
to that person's proportionate interest in real property, the
provisions of this section apply only to that interest.

(8) Erroneous assessnents of honestead property
assessed under this section nmay be corrected in the foll ow ng
manner :

(a) If errors are made in arriving at any annuat
assessnment under this section due to a material mnistake of
fact concerning an essential characteristic of the property,
the just val ue and assessed val ue assesstent nust be

recal cul ated for every such year, including the year in which

t he m stake occurr ed.

(b) If changes, additions, or inprovenents are not

15
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assessed at just value as of the first January 1 after they
were substantially conpl eted, the property appraiser shal
determ ne the just value for such changes, additions, or

i mprovenents for the year they were substantially conpl eted
Assessnents for subsequent years shall be corrected, applying
this section if applicable.

(c) If back taxes are due pursuant to s. 193.092, the
corrections nmade pursuant to this subsection shall be used to
cal cul ate such back taxes.

(9) |If the property appraiser determines that for any
year or years within the prior 10 years a person who was not
entitled to the honestead property assessnent linitation
granted under this section was granted the honestead property
assessnent limtation, the property appraiser naking such
determ nation shall record in the public records of the county
a notice of tax |lien against any property owned by that person
in the county, and such property nust be identified in the
notice of tax lien. Such property that is situated in this
state is subject to the unpaid taxes, plus a penalty of 50
percent of the unpaid taxes for each year and 15 percent
i nterest per annum However, when a person entitled to
exenption pursuant to s. 196.031 inadvertently receives the
l[imtation pursuant to this section follow ng a change of
owner shi p, the assessnent of such property nust be corrected
as provided in paragraph (8)(a), and the person need not pay
the unpaid taxes, penalties, or interest.

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 197.343, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

197. 343 Tax notices; additional notice required.--

(1) An additional tax notice shall be mailed by April
30 Apr++—16 to each taxpayer whose paynent has not been
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received. The notice shall include a description of the
property and the followi ng statenent: |If the taxes for
...(year)... on your property are not paid, a tax certificate
will be sold for these taxes, and your property may be sold at
a future date. Contact the tax collector's office at once.

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
192. 0105, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

192. 0105 Taxpayer rights.--There is created a Florida
Taxpayer's Bill of Rights for property taxes and assessnents
to guarantee that the rights, privacy, and property of the
taxpayers of this state are adequately safeguarded and
protected during tax | evy, assessnent, collection, and
enf orcenent processes adninistered under the revenue | aws of
this state. The Taxpayer's Bill of Rights conpiles, in one
docunent, brief but conprehensive statenents that summari ze
the rights and obligations of the property appraisers, tax
collectors, clerks of the court, |ocal governing boards, the
Departnent of Revenue, and taxpayers. The rights afforded
taxpayers to assure that their privacy and property are
saf eguarded and protected during tax |evy, assessnent, and
collection are available only insofar as they are inpl enented
in other parts of the Florida Statutes or rules of the
Departnent of Revenue. The rights so guaranteed to state
taxpayers in the Florida Statutes and the departnmental rules
i ncl ude:

(1) THE RIGHT TO KNOW - -

(a) The right to be mailed notice of proposed property
t axes and proposed or adopted non-ad val orem assessnents (see
ss. 194.011(1), 200.065(2)(b) and (d) and (13)(a), and
200.069). The notice nust also informthe taxpayer that the
final tax bill may contain additional non-ad val orem
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assessnents (see s. 200.069(11) s—260-069(12)).
Section 8. Section 197.212, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

197.212 Mnimumtax bill.--On the reconmendati on of
the county tax collector, the board of county conmi ssioners
may adopt a resolution instructing the collector not to nai
tax notices to a taxpayer when the anpbunt of taxes shown on
the tax notice is |l ess than an anobunt up to $30%$5. The

resolution shall also instruct the property appraiser that he
or she shall not nmake an extension on the tax roll for any
parcel for which the tax would anount to | ess than an anount
up to $30%$5. The mininumtax bill so established may not
exceed an anmount up to $30%5.

Section 9. (1) There is created the Property Tax

Adm ni stration Task Force for the purpose of serving as a

forumfor bringing issues in property tax admnistration to

t he Departnent of Revenue, of providing and eval uating

suggestions for inproving the property tax adninistration

process, and of pronoting greater understandi ng of property

tax administration i ssues. The Property Tax Admi nistration

Task Force shall consist of nenbers representing business and

i ndustry, taxpayer groups, nunicipalities, counties, schoo

districts, special districts, state government, and el ected

officials charged with assessing and collecting property

taxes. The Executive Director of the Departnent of Revenue

shal | appoint the nenbers. The task force shall nmake periodic

reports to the departnent concerning findings and

reconmendations in the area of property tax administration

(2) This section shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.

Section 10. Effective upon this act beconing a | aw and
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applicable to the tax year 2001 and thereafter, section
196. 1975, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

196. 1975 Exenption for property used by nonprofit
hones for the aged.--Nonprofit hones for the aged are exenpt
to the extent that they neet the following criteria:

(1) The applicant nust be a corporation not for profit
pursuant to chapter 617 or a Florida |linited partnership, the

sol e general partner of which is a corporation not for profit
pursuant to chapter 617, and the corporation not for profit

nmust have been exenpt as of January 1 of the year for which
exenption fromad val orem property taxes is requested from
federal incone taxation by having qualified as an exenpt
charitabl e organi zation under the provisions of s. 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or of the correspondi ng
section of a subsequently enacted federal revenue act.

(2) Afacility will not qualify as a "hone for the
aged" unless at |least 75 percent of the occupants are over the
age of 62 years or totally and permanently disabled. For
hones for the aged which are exenpt from payi ng i ncone taxes
to the United States as specified in subsection (1), licensing
by the Agency for Health Care Administration is required for
ad val oremtax exenption hereunder only if the hone:

(a) Furnishes nedical facilities or nursing services
to its residents, or

(b) Qualifies as an assisted living facility under
part |11l of chapter 400.

(3) Those portions of the hone for the aged which are
devoted exclusively to the conduct of religious services or
the rendering of nursing or nedical services are exenpt from
ad val orem taxati on.

(4)(a) After renoving the assessed val ue exenpted in
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subsection (3), units or apartnents in hones for the aged

shal |l be exenpt only to the extent that residency in the
existing unit or apartnent of the applicant hone is reserved

for or restricted to or the unit or apartnent is occupied by

persons who have resided in the applicant hone and in good
faith made this state their permanent residence as of January
1 of the year in which exenption is clainmed and who al so neet
the requirenents set forth in one of the follow ng
subpar agr aphs:

1. Persons who have gross incones of not nore than
$7,200 per year and who are 62 years of age or ol der

2. Coupl es, one of whom nust be 62 years of age or
ol der, having a conbi ned gross incone of not nore than $8, 000
per year, or the surviving spouse thereof, who lived with the
deceased at the tinme of the deceased's death in a honme for the
aged.

3. Persons who are totally and permanently disabl ed
and who have gross incones of not nore than $7,200 per year

4. Couples, one or both of whomare totally and
permanent |y di sabl ed, having a conbi ned gross i ncone of not
nore than $8, 000 per year, or the surviving spouse thereof,
who lived with the deceased at the tine of the deceased's
death in a honme for the aged.

However, the incone linmitations do not apply to totally and
permanent |y di sabl ed veterans, provided they neet the
requi renments of s. 196.081

(b) The maxi mumincone limtations pernitted in this
subsection shall be adjusted, effective January 1, 1977, and
on each succeedi ng year, by the percentage change in the
average cost-of-living index in the period January 1 through
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Decenber 31 of the imediate prior year conpared with the sane
period for the year prior to that. The index is the average
of the nonthly consuner price index figures for the stated
12-nmonth period, relative to the United States as a whol e,
i ssued by the United States Departnent of Labor

(5) Nonprofit housing projects that whieh are financed
by a nortgage | oan nmade or insured by the United States
Departnent of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent under s. 202, s.
202 with a s. 8 subsidy, s. 221(d)(3) or (4), or s. 236 of the
Nati onal Housing Act, as anended, and that whieh are subject
to the income limtations established by that department are

shatH—be exenpt from ad val oremtaxation

(6) For the purposes of this section, gross incomne
i ncl udes social security benefits payable to the person or
coupl e or assigned to an organi zation designated specifically
for the support or benefit of that person or couple.

(7) It is hereby declared to be the intent of the
Legi sl ature that subsection (3) inplenents the ad val oremtax
exenption authorized in the third sentence of s. 3(a), Art.
VII, State Constitution, and the remai ni ng subsections
implement s. 6(e), Art. VII, State Constitution, for purposes
of granting such exenption to hones for the aged.

(8) Physical occupancy on January 1 is not required in
those instances in which a honme restricts occupancy to persons
neeting the incone requirenents specified in this section
Those portions of a steh property failing to neet those
requirenents shall qualify for an alternative exenption as
provided in subsection (9). In a hone in which at |east 25
percent of the units or apartnents of the hone are restricted
to or occupi ed by persons neeting the incone requirenents
specified in this section, the cormbn areas of that hone are
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exenpt fromtaxation

(9)(a) Each unit or apartrment of a hone for the aged
not exenpted in subsection (3) or subsection (4), which is
operated by a not for profit corporation and is owned by such
corporation or |eased by such corporation froma health
facilities authority pursuant to part Il of chapter 154 or an
i ndustrial devel opnent authority pursuant to part 111 of
chapter 159, and which property is used by such hone for the
aged for the purposes for which it was organi zed, is exenpt
fromall ad val oremtaxation, except for assessnents for
speci al benefits, to the extent of $25,000 of assessed
val uation of such property for each apartment or unit:

1. Wiich is used by such honme for the aged for the
purposes for which it was organi zed; and

2. Wiich is occupied, on January 1 of the year in
whi ch exenption fromad val orem property taxation is
requested, by a person who resides therein and in good faith
nmakes the sane his or her pernanent hone.

(b) Each corporation herre applying for an exenption
under paragraph (a) of this subsection or paragraph (4)(a)

nmust file with the annual application for exenption an
affidavit from each person who occupies a unit or apartnment
for which an exenption under either of those paragraphs that
patagraph is clained stating that the person resides therein
and in good faith nakes that unit or apartnment his or her

per manent residence.

(10) Hones for the aged, or life care communities,
however designated, which are financed through the sale of
health facilities authority bonds or bonds of any other public
entity, whether on a sal e-| easeback basis, a sal e-repurchase
basis, or other financing arrangenent, or which are financed
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Wi thout public-entity bonds, are exenpt from ad val orem
taxation only in accordance with the provisions of this
secti on.

(11) Any portion of such property used for nonexenpt
pur poses may be valued and pl aced upon the tax rolls
separately fromany portion entitled to exenption pursuant to
this chapter.

(12) Wen it becones necessary for the property
apprai ser to deternine the value of a unit, he or she shal
i nclude in such valuation the proportionate share of the
common areas, including the land, fairly attributable to such
unit, based upon the value of such unit in relation to al
other units in the honme, unless the conmon areas are ot herw se
exenpt ed by subsection (8).

(13) Sections 196.195 and 196.196 do not apply to this
secti on.

Section 11. (1) There is created an advisory

conmittee on property taxation, consisting of 8 nenbers, two

of whom shall be appointed by the Governor. The President of

the Senate shall appoint two nenbers, one of which nust be a

nenber of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House shal

appoi nt two nenbers, one of which nust be a nenber of the

House of Representatives. The executive director of the

Departnent of Revenue and one property appraiser appoi nted by

t he executive director shall also serve on the conmttee. The

advi sory comrittee shall study the taxation of airport and

seaport property and may consider taxation of other public

facilities and issues related to special districts. The

advi sory committee shall submit a witten report on this issue

to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives on or hefore Cctober 1, 2001
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(2) The sum of $100,000 is appropriated to the
Departnent of Revenue fromthe General Revenue Fund to defray

t he expenses of the advisory comittee.

(3) This section shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.

Section 12. Subsection (6) is added to section 236. 25,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

236.25 District school tax.--

(6) In addition to the maximumnill age | evi ed under

this section and the General Appropriations Act, a schoo

district may levy, by local referendumor in a genera

el ection, additional nmillage for school operational purposes

up to an anount that, when conbined with nonvoted nill age

| evi ed under this section, does not exceed the 10-m |l limt
established in s. 9(b), Art. VII of the State Constitution
Any such levy shall be for a maxi mumof 4 years and shall be

counted as part of the 10-mill linmt established in s. 9(b),
Art. VIl1 of the State Constitution. MII|age el ections
conducted under the authority granted pursuant to this section

are subject to ss. 236.31 and 236. 32. Funds generated by such

additional mllage do not becone a part of the cal cul ation of

the Florida Education Finance Programtotal potential funds in

2001- 2002 or any subsequent year and nust not be incorporated

in the calculation of any hol d-harnl ess or other conponent of

the Florida Education Finance Programfornula in any year. |f

an increase in required local effort results in nillage in

excess of the 10-mill limt, mllage levied pursuant to this

subsection nmust be calculated as required local effort to the

extent that the total district nmllage exceeds the 10-m ||

limt.
Section 13. Section 236.31, Florida Statutes, is
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amended to read:
236.31 District mllage elections.--

(1) The school board, pursuant to resolution adopted
at a regular neeting, shall direct the county comissioners to
call an election at which the electors within the schoo
districts may approve an ad valoremtax mllage as authorized
ins. 9, At. VII of the State Constitution. Such election may
be held at any tinme, except that not nore than one such
el ection shall be held during any 12-nonth period. Any
mllage so authorized shall be levied for a period not in
excess of 2 years or until changed by another mll age
el ection, whichever is the earlier. 1In the event any such
el ection is invalidated by a court of conpetent jurisdiction
such invalidated el ection shall be considered not to have been
hel d.

(2) The school board, pursuant to resol uti on adopted

at a regular neeting, shall direct the county commi ssioners to

call an election at which the electors within the schoo

district may approve an ad valoremtax nillage as authorized

under s. 236.25(6). Such election may be held at any tine,

except that not nore than one such election shall be held

during any 12-nonth period. Any mllage so authorized shall be

levied for a period not in excess of 4 years or until changed

by another nillage election, whichever is earlier. |If any such

el ection is invalidated by a court of conpetent jurisdiction

such invalidated el ection shall be considered not to have been
hel d.

Section 14. Section 236.32, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See

s. 236.32, F.S., for present text.)
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236.32 Procedures for holding and conducti ng schoo

district mllage elections.--
(1) HOLDI NG ELECTIONS. --All school district mllage
el ections shall be held and conducted in the nanner prescribed

by | aw for holding general elections, except as provided in

this chapter.
(2) FORM OF BALLOT. - -
(a) The school board may propose a single nillage or

two mllages, with one for operating expenses and anot her for

a local capital inprovenent reserve fund. Wen tw nillage

figures are proposed, each mllage nust be voted on

separately.
(b) The school board shall provide the wording of the

subst ance of the neasure and the ballot title in the

resolution calling for the election. The wording of the

ball ot nmust conformto the provisions of s. 101.161.
(3) QUALIFICATION OF ELECTORS. --All qualified electors
of the school district are entitled to vote in the election to

set the school tax district nillage |evy.
(4) RESULTS OF ELECTI ON. - - When the school board
proposes one tax |levy for operating expenses and anot her for

the local capital inprovenent reserve fund, the results shal

be considered separately. The tax |levy shall be levied only

in case a najority of the electors participating in the

el ection vote in favor of the proposed special nillage.
(5) EXPENSES OF ELECTI ON. --The cost of the publication
of the notice of the election and all expenses of the el ection

in the school district shall be paid by the school board.

Section 15. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
this act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 44, line 5, through
page 46, line 25, delete those |ines

and insert:
An act relating to ad val oremtax
adm ni stration; amending s. 195.096, F.S.
requiring the Departnent of Revenue to docunent
and retain records used in the revi ew of
assessnent rolls; amending s. 195.096, F.S.
effective for the 2003 tax rolls and subsequent
tax rolls; requiring the Departnent of Revenue
to study assessnent groups or market areas to
assure the representativeness of ratio-study
sanpl es; anmending s. 197.502, F.S.; authorizing
the tax collector to contract with a title
abstract conpany to provide information
concerning property described in a tax
certificate; authorizing the tax collector to
pay a reasonable fee for this infornmation
providing that the anount of any fee paid for
this informati on nust be added to the opening
bid for a tax deed for the property; anending
s. 200.069, F.S.; changing the presentation of
i ndependent special districts' debt-service
| evies on notices of proposed property taxes;
anending s. 193.155, F.S.; revising provisions
gover ni ng assessnent of honestead property;
anending s. 197.343, F.S.; changing the date
for an additional tax notice; anending s.
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192. 0105, F. S.; conform ng a cross-reference;
anending s. 197.212, F.S.; increasing the
al | onabl e m ni mrum property tax; creating the
Property Tax Adm nistration Task Force
provi di ng purposes and nenbership of the task
force; requiring periodic reports to the
Depart nent of Revenue; anending s. 196. 1975,
F.S., relating to exenptions for nonprofit
honmes for the aged; specifying that the
exenption applicable to such hones the
residents of which neet certain incone
limtations applies to individual units or
apartnents of such hones; providing for
application of a residency affidavit
requi renment to applicants for such an
exenption; clarifying provisions relating to
qgualification for the alternative exenption
provided by that section for those portions of
a honme in which the residents do not neet the
incone limtations; providing that s. 196. 195,
F.S., relating to requirenents and criteria for
determ ning the profit or nonprofit status of
an applicant for exenption, and s. 196. 196,
F.S., relating to criteria for determnining
whet her property is entitled to a charitable,
religious, scientific, or literary exenption
do not apply to that section; creating an
advi sory committee on property and other public
facility taxation; providing purposes and
nmenbership; requiring a report; providing an
appropriation; anending s. 236.25, F.S.
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allowing certain school districts to | evy, by
referendum additional district school taxes;
providing limtations on the uses of the
resulting revenues; providing for calcul ating
the levy if the nillage exceeds certain limts;
anending s. 236.31, F.S.; providing for mllage
el ections pursuant to s. 236.25, F.S.; anending
s. 236.32, F.S.; revising the procedures for
conducting school district nmillage el ections;
providing an effective date.
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