Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1590

By Senator Jones

40-222-01

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; anending s.

3 101.62, F.S.; providing for on-line requests

4 for absentee ballots; anending s. 97.052, F.S.

5 providing for on-line voter registration

6 prescribing standards for such registration

7 providing duties of the Departnment of State

8 with respect to establishing standards for

9 on-line registration and on-1line absentee

10 bal | ot requests; providing an effective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 101.62, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:

16 101. 62 Request for absentee ballots.--

17 (1) (a) The supervisor nmay accept a request for an

18 | absentee ballot froman elector in person or in witing.

19 | Additionally, each supervisor nust provide electors with the
20 | opportunity to request an absentee ballot on-line through the
21| Internet. One request shall be deened sufficient to receive an
22 | absentee ballot for all elections which are held within a
23 | cal endar year, unless the elector or the elector's designee
24 | indicates at the tine the request is nade the el ections for
25| which the elector desires to receive an absentee ballot. Such
26 | request may be considered cancel ed when any first-class mai
27 | sent by the supervisor to the elector is returned as
28 | undel i verabl e.
29 (b) The supervisor may accept an on-line request for
30| an absentee ballot fromthe el ector. The supervi sor may accept
31| awitten or telephonic request for an absentee ballot from
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the elector, or, if directly instructed by the elector, a
nmenber of the elector's imediate fanmily, or the elector's
| egal guardian. For purposes of this section, the term
"imediate fam |l y" has the sane neaning as specified in
paragraph (4)(b). The person naking the request nust

di scl ose:

1. The nanme of the elector for whomthe ballot is
r equest ed;

2. The el ector's address;

3. The last four digits of the elector's soci al
security nunber;

4. The registration nunber on the elector's
registration identification card;

5. The requester's nane;

6. The requester's address;

7. The requester's social security nunmber and, if
avail abl e, driver's license number

8. The requester's relationship to the elector; and

9. The requester's signature (witten requests only).

Section 2. Section 97.052, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

97.052 Uniform statew de voter registration
application. - -

(1) The departnent shall prescribe a uniform statew de
voter registration application for use in this state.

(a) The uniform statew de voter registration
application nust be accepted for any one or nore of the
fol | owi ng purposes:

1. Initial registration.

2. Change of address.

3. Change of party affiliation
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4. Change of nane.

5. Replacenent of voter registration identification
card.

(b) The departnent is responsible for printing the
uni form statew de voter registration application and the voter
registration application formprescribed by the Federa
El ecti on Conmi ssion pursuant to the National Voter
Regi stration Act of 1993. The applications and forns nust be
di stributed, upon request, to the foll ow ng:

1. Individuals seeking to register to vote.

2. Individuals or groups conducting voter registration
prograns. A charge of 1 cent per application shall be assessed
on requests for 10,000 or nore applications.

3. The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mt or
Vehi cl es.

4. Voter registration agencies.

5. Arnmed forces recruitnent offices.

6. Qualifying educational institutions.

7. Supervisors, who nust nake the applications and
forns available in the foll owi ng manner:

a. By distributing the applications and fornms in their
of fices to any individual or group

b. By distributing the applications and forns at other
| ocati ons designated by each supervi sor

c. By mailing the applications and forns to applicants
upon the request of the applicant.

(c) The uniform statew de voter registration
application may not be reproduced by any private individual or

group.
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(2) The uniform statew de voter registration
application nmust be designed to elicit the follow ng
information fromthe applicant:

(a) Full nane.

(b) Date of birth.

(c) Address of |egal residence.

(d) Mailing address, if different.

(e) County of |egal residence.

(f) Address of property for which the applicant has
been granted a honestead exenption, if any.

(g) Race or ethnicity that best describes the
appl i cant:

1. Anerican Indian or Al askan Native.

2. Asian or Pacific Islander.

3. Black, not Hispanic.

4. \White, not Hispanic.

5. Hispanic.

(h) Sex.

(i) Party affiliation.

(j) \Whether the applicant needs assistance in voting.

(k) Nanme and address where | ast registered.

(1) Last four digits of the applicant's soci al
security nunber.

(m Florida driver's license nunber or the
identification nunber froma Florida identification card
i ssued under s. 322.051

(n) Tel ephone nunber (optional).

(o) Signature of applicant under penalty for false
swearing pursuant to s. 104.011, by which the person
subscribes to the oath required by s. 3, Art. VI of the State
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Constitution and s. 97.051, and swears or affirns that the
information contained in the registration application is true.

(p) \Whether the application is being used for initial
registration, to update a voter registration record, or to
request a replacenent registration identification card.

(gq) Whether the applicant is a citizen of the United
St at es.

(r) That the applicant has not been convicted of a
felony or, if convicted, has had his or her civil rights
restored.

(s) That the applicant has not been adjudi cated
mentally incapacitated with respect to voting or, if so
adj udi cated, has had his or her right to vote restored.

The registration formmnust be in plain |anguage and desi gned
so that convicted felons whose civil rights have been restored
and persons who have been adjudicated nmentally incapacitated
and have had their voting rights restored are not required to
reveal their prior conviction or adjudication

(3) The uniform statew de voter registration
application nmust also contain:

(a) The oath required by s. 3, Art. VI of the State
Constitution and s. 97.051.

(b) A statenent specifying each eligibility
requi rement under s. 97.041.

(c) The penalties provided in s. 104.011 for false
swearing in connection with voter registration.

(d) A statenent that, if an applicant declines to
register to vote, the fact that the applicant has declined to
register will remain confidential and may be used only for
voter registration purposes.
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(e) A statenent that inforns the applicant who chooses
to register to vote or update a voter registration record that
the office at which the applicant subnmits a voter registration
application or updates a voter registration record will remain
confidential and may be used only for voter registration
pur poses.

(f) A statenent that inforns the applicant that any
person who has been granted a honestead exenption in this
state, and who registers to vote in any precinct other than
the one in which the property for which the honestead
exenpti on has been granted, shall have that infornmation
forwarded to the property apprai ser where such property is
| ocated, which may result in the person's honestead exenption
being term nated and the person being subject to assessment of
back taxes under s. 193.092, unless the honestead granted the
exenption is being maintained as the permanent residence of a
| egal or natural dependent of the owner and the owner resides
el sewhere

(4) A supervisor may produce a voter registration
application that has the supervisor's direct mailing address
if the departnent has reviewed the application and deterni ned
that it is substantially the same as the uniform statew de
voter registration application

(5) The voter registration application formprescribed
by the Federal El ection Comm ssion pursuant to the Nationa
Vot er Registration Act of 1993 or the federal postcard
application nust be accepted as an application for
registration in this state if the conpleted application or
postcard application contains the infornmation required by the
constitution and |laws of this state.
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(6) The departnent shall also prescribe a uniform

net hod for on-line voter registration. The nethod nust provide

m ni nrum uni form standards for verifying the authenticity of

i nformati on provided by persons registering and for the

security of on-line registrations. Registration on-line nust

elicit the same information elicited by the uniform statew de

voter registration application and may be used for any purpose

for which the uniform statew de voter registration application

may be used.

Section 3. The Departnent of State shall adopt rul es

prescribing standards for verifying the authenticity of

requests for absentee ballots which are nmade on-Iline through

the Internet. A supervisor of elections nay not accept an

on-line request for an absentee ball ot which does not conform

to the standards adopted by the departnent.
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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SENATE SUMVARY
isors of elections to accept on-line
ns and on-line requests for absentee
bal | ots. "The rtment of State must adopt standards for
such requests, that the authenticity and security of
such requests are naintai ned.

Aut hori zes su
voter registr
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