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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1591
By Representative Roneo

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to health insurance; providing
| egislative intent to provide expanded access
to health insurance for adults living in
fam | i es whose incone is at or below the
federal poverty level and to access federa
funds for this coverage; requiring the Agency
for Health Care Administration to file
anmendnents to the state plan and wai ver
requests with the U S. Departnent of Health and
Human Services; creating the Health Care
Coverage Workgroup; providing nenbership and
pur pose; anending s. 409.901, F.S.; defining
the term"fanmily"; anmending s. 409.904, F.S.
aut hori zi ng the agency to nake paynents for
nedi cal assistance for fam lies and individuals
whose incone is at or below 133 percent of the
federal poverty level; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Legislative intent.--1t is the intent of

the Legislature to continue to neet the goal to assure access

to health insurance to all Floridians who are uni nsured. Over

the course of several years, health insurance through the

Ki dCare program has been extended to children living in

fam |lies whose incone levels are at or bel ow 200 percent of

the federal poverty level. However, many of the parents of

these children are uninsured and w thout the neans to purchase

heal th i nsurance. Federal funds are available to help pay for
1
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1| health insurance for lowincone famlies through the nedica

2 | assistance prograns under Title XIX and Title XXI of the

3| Social Security Act. It is the intent of the Legislature to

4 | provide expanded access to health insurance for eligible

5| fanilies and to access federal funds available for this

6| coverage. It is further the intent of the Legislature to

7 | provide access to health insurance coverage for individuals

8| and families with incone at or bel ow 133 percent of the

9| federal poverty level, regardl ess of current Medicaid

10| categorical eligibility. The Agency for Health Care

11| Adninistration is directed to file the appropriate state plan
12 | arendnents and wai ver requests with the U S. Departnment of

13 | Health and Human Services in order to provide access to this
14 | coverage and nmaxinize all federal funds for provisions of this
15 | cover age.

16 Section 2. Health Care Coverage Wrkgroup. --A

17 | workgroup consisting of two representatives fromthe Chanber
18 | of Commerce; two representatives fromthe small business

19 | conmunity; one representative fromthe Florida Hospital
20 | Associ ation; one representative of the Florida Association of
21| Community Health Centers; one representative fromthe Florida
22 | Medi cal Association; one representative of the insurance
23| industry; four |lowincone consuners or their representatives;
24 | two representatives of the Wirkforce Boards; and any ot her
25 | representatives deternmined to be stakeholders by the Secretary
26 | of the Agency for Health Care Adm nistration shall be
27 | appointed by the secretary for the express purpose of
28 | preparing a proposal to expand health insurance to Florida's
29 | | ow wage workers and small enpl oyers that use the opportunity
30| afforded by Congress to expand coverage to the parents of
31| children eligible for the Title XIX and Title XXl prograns,
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1|including, but not limted to, buy-in, wap-around, or tax

2| credit options for small enpl oyers. The workgroup nust be

3| staffed by the Agency for Health Care Adninistration. A

4 | proposal nust be prepared and presented to the Legislature by
51 January 15, 2002.

6 Section 3. Present subsections (11), (12), (13), (14),
71 (15), (16), (17), (18), (19), (20), (21), (22), (23), (24,

8] (25), and (26) of section 409.901, Florida Statutes, are

9 | redesi gnated as subsections (12), (13), (14), (15, (16),

10| (17), (18), (19), (20), (21), (22), (23), (24), (25), (26),

11| and (27), respectively, and a new subsection (11) is added to
12 | that section to read

13 409.901 Definitions; ss. 409.901-409.920.--As used in
14 | ss. 409.901-409. 920, except as otherw se specifically

15| provided, the term

16 (11) "Famly" neans a mnor child or children and

17 | their parents or relatives with whomthey reside.

18 Section 4. Subsection (9) is added to section 409. 904,
19| Florida Statutes, to read

20 409.904 Optional paynents for eligible persons.--The
21 | agency may nmake paynents for nedical assistance and rel ated
22 | services on behalf of the foll ow ng persons who are determ ned
23| to be eligible subject to the inconme, assets, and categorica
24 | eligibility tests set forth in federal and state |aw. Paynent
25| on behal f of these Medicaid eligible persons is subject to the
26 | availability of nobneys and any limtations established by the
27 | General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.

28 (9) Fanmilies and individuals whose incone |levels are
29 | at or below 133 percent of the federal poverty l|level. The

30| Agency for Health Care Adnministration shall anend the nedica
31| assistance Title XIX state plan to provide nedi cal assistance
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coverage to fanilies through expanded i ncone di sregards or

ot her net hodol ogies for fam |lies whose incone levels are at or

bel ow 133 percent of the federal poverty level. In deternining

eligibility, consideration of fam |y assets nust be consi stent

with the requirenments in s. 409.814. The Agency for Health

Care Administration shall subnmit to the U S. Departnent of

Heal th and Hunman Servi ces any necessary Title XIX or Title XXl

state plan anendnents or waiver requests to provide for

nedi cal assistance coverage to fanilies and individuals under

this section and to nmaxinm ze federal funds for the provision

of this coverage.
Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Expresses |egislative intent to prOV|de expanded access
to health inSurance for adults living in famlies whose
incone is at or below the federal povert I evel and to
access federal funds for this coverage. Requires the
Agency for Health Care Admnistration to file anendnents
to the state plan and wai ver requests with the U S
Departnent of Health and Human Services. Creates the
Health Care vaerage Wor kgroup. Provi des menbership and
purpose. AuthorizeS the agency to nmake paynents for
nmedi cal assistance for famlies and individuals whose
Incope is at or below 133 percent of the federal poverty
evel .
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