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Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 1622

By the Cormittee on Comrerce and Econonic Qpportunities; and
Senator King

310-1727-01
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to workforce devel opnent;
anending s. 239.514, F.S., relating to the
Wor kf orce Devel opnent Capitalization |Incentive
Grant Program providing additional purposes
for a grant awarded under the program
aut hori zing the use of program funds to upgrade
and expand wor kf orce devel opnent prograns to
neet provisions required by law authorizing
use of grant funds for recurring instructiona
costs upon approval of the Postsecondary
Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssion; repl aci ng
obsol ete reference to Jobs and Educati on
Partnership with reference to Wrkforce
Florida, Inc.; anmending s. 239.213, F.S.
revising provisions relating to
vocational -preparatory instruction; changi ng
the date for the subm ssion of a report;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 239.514, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

239.514 Workforce Devel opnent Capitalization Incentive
Grant Program --The Legislature recogni zes that the need for
school districts and community colleges to be able to respond
to enmerging local or statew de econonic devel opnent needs is
critical to the workforce devel opnent system The Workforce
Devel opnent Capitalization Incentive Gant Programis created
to provide grants to school districts and community col |l eges
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on a conpetitive basis to fund sone or all of the costs
associ ated with bringi ng workforce devel opment prograns into

conformance with industry standards and the creation or

expansi on of workforce devel opnent prograns that serve
speci fi c enpl oynent wor kf orce needs.

(1) Funds awarded for a workforce devel opnent
capitalization incentive grant may be used for instructional
equi pnent, |aboratory equi pnent, supplies, personnel, student
services, or other expenses associated wth:

(a) Upgradi ng wor kforce devel opnent prograns to neet

t he program standards specified in s. 239.229(2)(c)4., and

devel oped as a result of the 3-year review cycle specified in

s. 240.312. Gant funds nmay not be used for recurring

instructional costs or for indirect costs of an institution

(b) Creating or expandi ng the workforce devel opnent

programidentified by the H gh Skills/H gh Wages conmnittee of

the regi onal workforce board as being critical to business

retention, expansion, and recruitnent as specified in s.
445. 007(7) . the—~ereation—or—expansion—of—a—workfoerce
devetoprent—program-Expansi on of a program nmay i ncl ude either

t he expansion of enrollnments in a program or expansion into

new areas of specialization within a program Ne G ant funds

may not be used for—reedrtinginstructional—costs—or for

institutions' indirect costs. Grant funds may be used for

recurring instructional costs if approved by the Postsecondary

Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on.

(2) The Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng Conm ssion
shal | accept applications fromschool districts or community
col | eges for workforce devel opnent capitalization incentive
grants. Applications fromschool districts or community
col l eges shall contain projected enroll nents and projected
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1| costs for the new or expanded wor kforce devel opnent program
2 | The Postsecondary Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssion, in

3| consultation with Wrkforce Florida, |nc.,theJobs—and

4 | Edueattoen—Partnership,t he Departnent of Education, and the

5| State Board of Conmunity Coll eges, shall review and rank each
6| application for a grant according to subsection (3) and shal
7| subnmit to the Legislature a list in priority order of

8 | applications reconmended for a grant award.

9 (3) The commission shall give highest priority to

10 | prograns that train people to enter high-skill, high-wage

11 | occupations identified by the Wrkforce Estinmating Conference
12 | and ot her prograns approved by Wrkforce Florida, Inc.

13 | prograns that train people to enter occupations under the

14 | welfare transition program or prograns that train for the

15 | workforce adults who are eligible for public assistance,

16 | economical |l y di sadvant aged, disabled, not proficient in

17 | English, or dislocated workers. The conm ssion shall consider
18 | the statew de geographic dispersion of grant funds in ranking
19 | the applications and shall give priority to applications from
20 | educati on agenci es that are naki ng nmaxi nrum use of their
21 | wor kforce devel opnent funding by of fering high-perform ng,
22 | hi gh-demand prograns.
23 Section 2. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 239.213
24| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
25 239. 213 Vocational -preparatory instruction.--
26 (2) Students who enroll in a certificate career
27 | educati on program of 450 hours or nmore shall conplete an
28 | entry-level exam nation within the first 6 weeks of adm ssion
29 | into the program The state board shall designate
30 | exami nations that are currently in existence, the results of
31| which are conparabl e across institutions, to assess student
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1| mastery of basic skills. Any student deened to lack a mninm
2| level of basic skills for such programshall be referred to
3 | vocational -preparatory instruction or adult basic education
4| for a structured program of basic skills instruction. Such
5|instruction may include English for speakers of other

6 | | anguages. A student may only net receive a certificate of

7 | vocational program conpl etion by either priter—te denpnstrating
8| the basic skills required in the state curricul um franmeworks
9| for the vocational programor by successfully passing the

10 | appropriate state, national, or industry licensure or

11 | certification exam

12 (3) The followi ng students are exenpt fromthis

13 | section:

14 (a) Students with disabilities Exeeptional—students,
15| as defined in the Anericans with Disabilities Act, 42 U S.C
16 | section 12101, s—228-041—raybe—~exenpted—t+rom-theprovistons
17 | ef—this—section—

18 (b) A student who possesses an associate in applied

19 | sci ence, associate in science,associate in arts,

20 | baccal aureate, or graduate-|evel degree,

21 (c) A student who has conpleted the coll ege-Ievel

22 | communi cati on and conputation skills exam nation pursuant to
23| s. 240.107, or who is exenpt fromthe college entry-1evel

24 | exam nation pursuant to s. 240.107, or

25 (d) Students enrolled in registered apprenticeship

26 | prograns may—be—exenpted—trom-theprovistons—of—this—seection
27 Section 3. The study required by section 112 of

28 | chapter 2000-165, Laws of Florida, is due on January 1, 2003.
29 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
30| I aw.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 1622

3

4 | The comm ttee substitute exenpts students in vocationa
certificate prograns of |ess han 450 hours fromtaking a

5| basic skills exam nation within 6 weeks after adm ssion in the
rogram and al |l ows students in aII prograns,  regardl ess of

6 ength, to denpnstrate the required basic skills by passing a
state, national, or industry |licensure or certification

7 | exam nation, The connlttee Substitute further exenpts, from
both the initial testing and the required denonstration of

8 | basic skills, students in registere Pprentlceshlp prograns,
students with dlsabll ities, and students who possess an

9| associate in aﬂ I'ied science or associate In SC|ence degr ee.
In addition, e conmttee substitute delays by 1 year a study

10 | and report about prograns that provide on-the-job training in
skill ed trades.
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