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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1636
By Senator Pruitt

27-1080-01
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to postsecondary education
anmendi ng s. 240.3836, F.S.; providing
| egislative intent; providing a process for
aut hori zi ng community colleges to offer
baccal aureate degree prograns; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 240.3836, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 3836 Site-deterni ned baccal aureate degree access
program funding.--

(1) The Legislature recognizes that public and private
post secondary education institutions play essential roles in
improving the quality of Iife and econom c well -being of the
state and its residents. The Legislature also recogni zes that
econom ¢ devel opnent needs and the educational needs of
pl ace- bound, nontraditional students have increased the denand
for local access to baccal aureate degree prograns. |n sone,
but not all, geographic regions, baccal aureate degree prograns
are being delivered successfully at the local comunity
col | ege through agreenents between the conmunity coll ege and
4-year postsecondary institutions within or outside of the
state. It is therefore the intent of the Legislature to
further expand access to baccal aureate degree prograns through

the use of community colleges and branch canpuses of our state
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(2) A comunity college nmay be authorized by the State

Board of Education to offer a |limted nunber of baccal aureate

degrees designed to neet |ocal workforce needs through one of

the foll owi ng processes:

(a) A comunity college nmay enter into a form

agreenent with the state university in its service area for

the community college to deliver specified baccal aureate

degree programs. The agreenent nust be subnmitted to the State

Board of Education for approval. The coll ege's proposal mnust

i nclude the follow ng information

1. Denand for the baccal aureate degree programis

identified by the workforce devel opnent board, |oca

busi nesses and industry, |ocal chanbers of comerce, and

potential students.

2. Unnet need for graduates of the proposed degree

programis substanti at ed.

3. The community college has the facilities and

academ c resources to deliver the program

The agreenent nust be submitted to the Postsecondary Education

Pl anni ng Conmi ssion for review and coment. Upon approval of

the State Board of Education, the college shall pursue

regi onal accreditation by the Comi ssion on Coll eges of the

Sout hern Associ ation of Coll eges and School s.

(b) A comunity coll ege nmay devel op a proposal to

deliver specified baccal aureate degree prograns inits

district. The proposal nust be submitted to the State Board of

Education for approval. The coll ege's proposal nust include

the following i nformation
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1. Denand for the baccal aureate degree programis

identified by the workforce devel opnent board, |oca

busi nesses and industry, |ocal chanbers of commerce, and

potential students.

2. Unnet need for graduates of the proposed degree

programis substanti at ed.

3. The community college has the facilities and

academ c resources to deliver the program

The proposal nmust be subnitted to the Postsecondary Education

Pl anni ng Conmi ssion for review and comment. Upon approval of

the State Board of Education, the college shall pursue

regi onal accreditation by the Comi ssion on Coll eges of the

Sout hern Associ ation of Coll eges and School s.

(3) Branch canpuses of our public universities play a

vital role in providing geographic access to baccal aureate

degrees. When the interests of the state, region, and students

woul d be better served by doing so, a branch canpus of a state

university nmay submt a proposal, based upon a resol ution of

its local advisory committee, to the State Board of Education

for the branch to becone a free-standing, 4-year public

col |l ege. The proposal nust include at | east one of the

foll owi ng conponents:

(a) The mission and purpose of the branch canpus is

uni que fromthat of the main university canpus.

(b) A full array of undergraduate degree prograns and

support courses is offered by the branch canpus and the branch

could be accredited as a separate institution

(c) The new designation will enable the institution to

nore effectively address unnet denand for baccal aureate

educati on.
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The proposal nmust be forwarded to the Postsecondary Education

Pl anni ng Conmi ssion for review and comment. Upon approval of

the State Board of Education, the branch shall pursue separate

accreditation by the Commi ssion on Coll eges of the Southern

Associ ation of Colleges and Schools and will maintain its

accreditation status as a branch canpus until separate

accreditation is achi eved.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des a process for connunitY col |l eges and branch
canpuses of state universities to offer baccal aureate
degree prograns.
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