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l. Summary:

Thisbill provides that the regular sesson of the Legidature in 2002 will convene on Wednesday,
January 23. It takes effect upon becoming alaw.

Il. Present Situation:

Theregular sesson of the Legidature in 2002 will convene March 5, unlessthe Legidature
exercises its authority to set another date (Art. 111, s.3, Fla. Congt.). During the regular sessonin
2002, the Legidature will gpportion the sate into senatoria and representative digtricts

(Art. 111, s. 16, Ha Congt.). The Legidature will map digtricts for the 25 representativesin
Congress apportioned to Forida based on the 2000 Census.

Senatorid and representative digtricts are enacted by ajoint resolution, which is not subject to
review by the Governor, but must be reviewed by the Florida Supreme Court. Congressiona
digtricts are enacted by general law and are subject to review by the Governor.

Section 5 of the federd Voting Rights Act covers five Florida counties (Collier, Hardee, Hendry,
Hillsborough, and Monroe). Laws affecting voting in those jurisdictions, including statewide
redigtricting plans, are subject to adminigtrative preclearance or judicid review before they take
effect.

The process of review by the Florida Supreme Court and the U.S. Department of Justice can take
3vmonths or more. Qudifying for federd office occurs July 8-12, 2002, and qualifying for state
office occurs July 15-19, 2002. See, s. 99.061(1) and (8), F.S.
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VI.

VII.

In 1981 and 1991, the L egidature enacted hills that moved forward the starting date of the

regular session for regpportionment to January 18, 1982, and January 14, 1992. See, ch. 81-110
and 91-90, Laws of Forida.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Thisbill provides that the regular sesson of the Legidature in 2002 will convene January 23,

instead of March 5, 2002.

Constitutional Issues:

A.

Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A.

Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:

None.

Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

Other Constitutional Issues:

See Present Situation.

Tax/Fee Issues:

None.

Private Sector Impact:
None.

Government Sector Impact:

None.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.
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VIII. Amendments:

None.

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or officia position of the bill’ s sponsor or the FHorida Senate.




